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Government  Hounds  Unleashed? 

London  Bookstore  Harassed,  Shipments  Seized 


By  Sue  Hyde 

LONDON  —  This  city’s  only 
lesbian  and  gay  community 
bookshop,  besieged  by  Her  Majes¬ 
ty’s  Customs  and  Excise  officers 
since  April,  has  been  served  notice 
of  the  third  impoundment  of  a 
shipment  of  books  at  port  of  entry 
from  its  United  States  supplier. 

On  October  8,  Customs  and  Ex¬ 
cise  detained  as  “indecent  or 
obscene”  a  shipment  of  132  titles, 
totalling  2265  volumes  in  all, 
bound  for  Gay’s  the  Word  book¬ 
shop  in  central  London. 

It  was  the  third  such  seizure  of 
books  ordered  by  Gay’s  the  Word 
from  outside  the  United  Kingdom 
since  April  10,  when  over  1000  im¬ 
ported  volumes,  also  called  “in¬ 
decent  or  obscene,”  were  removed 
from  the  store’s  shelves  in  a  four 
and  a  half  hour  raid  of  the  store. 
Also  taken  in  the  raid  were  the 
store’s  financial  records. 


By  John  Zeh 

CINCINNATI  —  The  Greater 
Cincinnati  Gay/Lesbian  Coalition 
voted  to  “adamantly  oppose  all 
forms  of  child  abuse,  child  por¬ 
nography,  and  pedophilia”  after  a 
Coalition  officer  had  proposed 
defining  the  behaviors  “as  issues 
of  exploitation  and  violence.” 

The  motion’s  sponsor,  Pat 
North  of  Dignity,  accepted  the 
friendly  amendment  that 
GCG/LC  treasurer  Bill  Blanken¬ 
ship  offered  after  some  delegates 
raised  questions  about  the  pro¬ 
posed  policy. 

North,  the  only  female  delegate 
to  the  12-member  umbrella  group, 
acknowledged  that  even  she  was 
not  sure  if  Blankenship  meant  to 
limit  opposition  only  to  those  in¬ 
cidents  that  are  exploitive  and 
violent.  Blankenship  could  not  be 
reached  for  clarification. 

“It’s  a  cat’s  cradle  phrase,”  she 
said.  “In  each  person’s  eyes,  it  can 
mean  something  different.  1  have  a 
much  more  conservative  inter¬ 
pretation  “than  that  limitation,  she 
told  GCN.  “It’s  open  to  inter¬ 
pretation,  but  it  did  seem  to  clear  it 
up  for  a  lot  of  people.”  The  vote, 
with  officers  also  voting,  was  1 3-2. 
One  negative  vote  from  Gay  Men¬ 
tal  Health  Professions  was  in  ef¬ 
fect  rescinded  when  later  that 
group  took  a  stand  opposing  child 
abuse,  child  pornography  and 
pedophilia. 

North  said  her  group  of  gay 
Catholics  and  friends  had  “bat¬ 
ted  [the  motion]  around”  and 
she  proposed  it  “to  help  get  more 
women  involved”  in  the  Coalition 
and  “help  bridge  the  rift  between 
the  lesbian  and  gay  communities.” 
She  referred  obliquely  to  an  inci¬ 
dent  four  years  ago  in  which  the 
Coalition’s  male  facilitator  re¬ 
signed  after  having  a  sexual  en¬ 
counter  with  the  11 -year-old  son 
of  a  lesbian  friend.  The  Lesbian 
Activist  Bureau  then  withdrew  its 
support  from  the  annual  Gay 
Pride  Rally. 

“This  [motion]  is  a  case  of 
children’s  civil  rights,”  North 
said.  “Your  silence  will  help 
deepen  the  rift  and  perpetuate 
stereotypes.”  North  hosts  “Alter¬ 
nating  Currents,”  a  gay  radio 
show  of  WAIF-FM. 

Delegates  were  given  copies  of 


About  800  books  were  returned 
to  the  store  in  August,  but  accord¬ 
ing  to  Paud  Hegarty,  Gay’s  the 
Word  assistant  manager,  Customs 
and  Excise  still  holds  nearly  3000 
volumes  of  primarily  American- 
published  lesbian  and  gay  fiction 
and  non-fiction. 

The  books  held  by  Customs  and 
Excise  represent  $11,000-115,000 
worth  of  the  store’s  stock, 
roughly  the  same  level  of  stock 
maintained  on  the  shelves  now. 
Hegarty  said  the  seizures  have 
been  “very,  very  financially 
damaging  to  the  shop....  We’ve 
had  to  pay  for  the  seized  books.” 
He  said  Gay’s  the  Word’s 
American  supplier,  Giovanni’s 
Room,  a  Philadelphia  gay  and  les¬ 
bian  bookstore,  has  indicated 
“It’s  up  to  us  to  pay  for  them. 
They  won’t  absorb  any  of  the 
cost.” 


the  National  Organization  for 
Women  (NOW)  1980  resolution 
that  called  all  pederasty  and  por¬ 
nography  “issues  of  exploitation 
and  violence.”  Doug  Duckett,  an 
attorney  who  is  Dignity’s  alter¬ 
native  delegate  and  vice  president 
of  Cincinnati  NOW,  told  the 
group  “a  child  has  the  right  to  be 
free  of  interference  of  adults.” 

Lesbian/Gay  Academic  Union 
delegate  Bob  McNee  expressed 
concern  over  the  use  of  “loaded 
terms”  in  the  proposed  resolution, 
pointing  out  that  Allen  Ginsberg’s 
Howl  was  declared  pornographic 
by  the  U.S.  Postal  Service  in  the 
1950s.  A  grandfather  and  a  trustee 
of  the  national  L/GAU,  he  ex¬ 
pressed  concern  that  the  sex  educa¬ 
tion  program  at  his  Unitarian 
church  might  be  threatened  by  new 
federal  laws  making  18,  not  16,  the 
age  when  sexual  depiction  is  legal. 

Speaking,  and  voting,  against 
the  motion,  retired  schoolteacher 
Barron  Wilson  argued  that  “we’re 
all  against  child  abuse,  but  most 
gay  men,  if  they  are  lucky, 
discover  they  are  gay  at  a  fairly 
young  age.  Going  along  with  this 
[motion]  may  increase  the  dif¬ 
ficulties  of  young  gay  men.” 
Wilson,  who  taught  30  years  in 
Cincinnati  schools  plus  6  years 
abroad,  said  he  has  counseled 
many  gay  students.  He  was  recent¬ 
ly  called  out  of  retirement  to  teach 
five  weeks  at  a  junior  high  school. 

It  was  at  this  point  in  the 
amiable  discussion  that  Blanken¬ 
ship  offered  his  amendment. 

McNee  told  GCN  after  the 
meeting  that  he  believed  Blanken¬ 
ship  was  “trying  to  define  the 
three  to  distinguish  between  rela¬ 
tions  that  are  exploitive  and  those 
that  are  not.  And  I  think  Bill  felt 
uncomfortable  being  put  in  a  box, 
having  to  go  right  down  the  line” 
in  favor  of  the  motion  and  thereby 
opposing  the  few  who  spoke  out 
with  questions  and  concerns. 

Wilson  told  GCN  the  amend¬ 
ment’s  intent  was  not  clear  to  him 
and  said  he  would  have  voted  in 
favor  if  it  had  said  “  when  the  three 
involve’’  exploitation  and 
violence. 

Both  McNee  and  Wilson  said 
they  were  surprised  that  no  time 
was  provided  for  study  or  ex- 


Ed  Hermance,  co-owner  of 
Giovanni’s  Room,  told  GCN  that 
as  part  of  the  Giovanni’s  Room 
sales  agreement,  receiving 
bookstores  are  responsible  for  the 
invoices  on  book  shipments.  He 
said  Giovanni’s  Room  ships  books 
all  over  the  world  and  they  are  not 
able  to  absorb  losses  which  occur 
in  situations  similar  to  that  of 
Gay’s  The  Word’s. 

Hermance  was  sympathetic  to 
the  London  store’s  plight  and 
noted,  “They’ve  been  doing  every¬ 
thing  they  can  to  pay  and  they’re 
thousands  of  dollars  behind. 
When  the  store’s  records  were 
seized  in  April,  they  lost 
everything.” 

The  April  10  raid  on  Gay’s  the 
Word  and  simultaneous  raids  on 
the  homes  of  three  of  its  directors 
began  a  campaign  of  harassment 
against  the  store  which  could  crip- 


tended  discussion.  One  GCG/LG 
member,  Stonewall  Union,  a 
political  action  committee,  took 
several  months  before  taking  a 
position  opposing  “child  sexual 
abuse,”  a  move  proposed  by  a 
woman  member  whose  eight-year- 
old  son  had  been  raped,  according 
to  Wilson. 

Continued  on  page  7 


pie  it  or  drive  it  out  of  business. 
Already,  some  resources  of  the 
store  are  tied  up  in  the  battle  with 
Customs  and  Excise.  Hegarty 
estimates  that  to  contest  the 
seizure  of  all  the  titles,  a  legal  op¬ 
tion  open  to  Gay’s  the  Word,  may 
cost  up  to  100,000  pounds 
($122,000),  if  the  store  loses  the 
case  against  its  books. 

In  addition  to  having  to  pay  now 
for  the  seizure  titles,  if  the  books 
are  declared  “indecent  or 
obscene’’  by  a  magistrate. 
Customs  and  Excise  will  likely 
destroy  them.  Even  if  the  books 
were  released,  though,  the  delay 
between  invoicing  and  delivery  can 
create  cash  flow  problems. 

Gay’s  the  Word  is  charged 
under  a  vaguely  worded  1876  law 
listing  prohibited  and  restricted  ar¬ 
ticles.  Vulnerable  to  detention  at 
ports  of  entry  are  “indecent  or 
obscene  prints,  paintings, 
photographs,  books,  cards, 
lithographic  or  other  engravings, 
or  any  other  indecent  or  obscene 
articles.”  Since  the  terms  “in¬ 
decent  or  obscene”  are  not  defined 
in  the  law,  the  sole  test  that  may  be 
applied  by  the  courts  is  what  the 
“ordinary  man  in  the  street” 
would  consider  obscene  or  inde¬ 
cent. 

According  to  customs  law,  ar¬ 
ticles  detained  at  port  of  entry  may 
be  either  released  or  “seized”  by 
issuance  of  a  Notice  of  Seizure. 
The  seizure  may  be  contested  by 
the  recipient  of  the  notice  and  a 
decision  rendered  by  a  magistrate. 
If  the  seizure  order  is  affirmed,  in 


this  case,  if  the  books  are  judged 
obscene,  the  articles  are  “forfeited 
to  the  Crown.” 

Detention  may  occur  at  any  time 
after  importation,  as  in  the  case  of 
the  bookstore  raid  on  April  10, 
and  detained  goods  may  be  held 
for  an  unlimited  time  without  the 
issuance  of  a  Seizure  Notice.  And 
to  compound  this  maddening  ar¬ 
bitrariness,  a  book  may  be  pro¬ 
hibited  entry  under  customs  law,  but 
then  legally  sold  as  a  United  King¬ 
dom  publication  to  which  dif¬ 
ferent  standards  of  obscenity  ap¬ 
ply. 

Seized  by  Customs  and  Excise 
from  the  Gay’s  the  Word  ship¬ 
ments  are  books  ranging  from  the 
sensual  to  the  informative  to  the 
merely  entertaining.  Included  on  a 
yard-long  printout  of  books  the 
department  seeks  to  destroy  are: 
The  Joy  of  Lesbian  Sex,  Tales  of 
the  City  by  Armistead  Maupin, 
Southern  Discomfort  by  Rita  Mae 
Brown,  Cruise  to  Win  by  Lenny 
Gitech,  A  Thirsty  Evil  by  Gore 
Vidal,  Saint  Genet  by  Jean  Paul 
Sartre,  and  The  Nazi  Extermina¬ 
tion  of  Homosexuals. 

Paud  Hegarty  said  he  doesn’t 
believe  the  harassment  of  the  com¬ 
munity  bookshop  constitutes  a 
conspiracy  against  it,  but  rather 
the  unleashing  of  hostile  officials 
by  the  right  wing  Thatcher  govern¬ 
ment.  “They’ve  been  gathering  in¬ 
formation  on  us  for  a  long  time,” 
Hegarty  said.  “And  now  they  have 
the  go-ahead  from  their  political 
masters  to  use  all  that  information 
Continued  on  page  7 


Boylove  Trial  Delayed, 
Some  Charges  Dropped 


By  Shane  Que  Hee 

CINCINNATI  —  After  several 
legal  setbacks,  John  Zeh  and  his 
defense  team  received  an  impor¬ 
tant  trial  delay.  A  number  of 
charges  related  to  Zeh’s  allegedly 
having  sex  with  three  teenagers 
were  also  dropped  by  prosecutors. 

Zeh’s  October  1  trial  date  was 
reset  for  December  5  to  allow  more 
time  for  consultation  with  a  court- 
appointed  psychologist  who  will 
serve  as  an  observer  and  expert 
witness  for  the  defense. 

The  delay  also  allows  more  time 
for  fundraising  efforts  to  meet  the 
mounting  legal  expenses.  The  local 
Lesbian/Gay  Academic  Union 
(LGAU)  established  a  defense 
fund  following  Zeh’s  arrest  this 
past  summer. 

Common  Pleas  Judge  Donald 
Schott  had  refused  motions  by 
Zeh’s  attorney,  Allen  Brown,  to 
change  the  trial  venue,  to  separate 
the  charges  against  him  and  to 
conduct  a  pre-trial  interview  with 
one  plaintiff.  Schott  also  refused 
to  agree  to  advise  a  jury  early  on  in 
the  upcoming  trial  that  same-sex 
lovemaking  between  persons  at 
least  15  years  old  and  any  person 
older  is  legal  in  Ohio. 

Four  of  eight  felony  charges  of 
sexual  battery  were  dropped  by  the 
Hamilton  County  Prosecutor 
when  his  attempt  to  prove  that  the 
three  teenagers  were  intellectually 
incompetent  and  unable  to  handle 
their  sexual  conduct  began  to 
unravel.  Greg  and  Tony,  two  of 
the  teens,  both  attend  mainstream 
schools,  have  IQs  in  the  70s,  and 
are  not  substantially  impaired. 


Assistant  Prosecutor  Claude  Crow 
told  Judge  Schott  he  wanted  to 
drop  the  four  charges  of  sexual 
battery  due  to  “insufficient 
evidence.” 

Two  remaining  charges  involve 
David,  a  16-year-old  locked  up 
since  April  because  he  persists  in 
running  away  from  home  and 
eludes  authorities.  He  is  the  state’s 
main  material  witness.  Zeh’s  sup¬ 
porters  have  criticized  the  delay  in 
placing  David  in  a  proper  deten¬ 
tion  or  group  home  setting. 

Zeh’s  defense  rests  on 
demonstrating  that  David  is  suffi¬ 
ciently  adept  in  general  interper¬ 
sonal  skills,  which  will  disprove 
the  police  and  prosecutor  charges 
that  he  is  unable  to  “appraise  and 
control”  his  sexual  conduct. 

The  prosecutor  has  offered  as 
proof  of  David’s  incompetence  his 
IQ  of  46,  which  was  brought  up  in 
the  September  trial  of  a  28-year- 
old  man  who  housed  David  after 
he  ran  away  from  home  and 
started  hustling  on  the  street.  Jerry 
Joseph,  a  court  constable  active  in 
the  gay  Catholic  group,  Dignity, 
was  sentenced  to  1  Vi  years  in 
prison  for  charges  of  sexual  bat¬ 
tery  and  distributing  material 
harmful  to  minors.  Joseph 
allegedly  had  anal  sex  with  David 
and  gave  him  a  Blueboy  magazine, 
a  gay  men’s  porn  magazine. 

Zeh  is  also  charged  with 
compelling  prostitution,  Ohio’s 
most  serious  sex-for-hire  law, 
because  two  of  the  teens  were 
under  16.  Tony  and  Greg  both 
were  15  when  Zeh  allegedly  gave 
one  a  painter’s  cap  and  the  other  a 


t-shirt  and  a  quarter  as  Easter 
presents.  Although  he  is  charged 
with  soliciting  sex  for  favors,  the 
prosecutor  has  not  offered  details 
of  the  supposed  arrangement  to 
buy  sex. 

Those  felonies  carry  sentences 
of  one  to  four  years  each.  Zeh  had 
already  spent  2 Zi  months  in  jail 
before  bail  was  reduced.  The  pro¬ 
secutor  originally  requested 
$100,000  bond;  it  was  set  at 
$20,000,  then  reduced  to  $2000. 

The  new  trial  date  will  also  allow 
more  time  for  debate  in  the  gay 
community,  caught  up  in  a  multi¬ 
faceted  controversy  over  Zeh’s 
charges  and  other  matters.  (See 
related  article,  this  page.) 

“The  issue  in  John’s  case  is  not 
pedophilia,”  said  Lesbian/Gay 
Academic  Union  president  Bob 
McNee.  “The  issue  is  whether  he 
will  receive  a  fair  trial.” 

“Hamilton  County,”  said  at¬ 
torney  Allen  Brown,  “is  one  of  the 
worst  [areas  for]  homophobic  pro¬ 
secution  in  the  nation....  They’re 
improvising  new  law.  The  Ohio 
legislature  abolished  age  distinc¬ 
tions  in  youth/man  love.”  Brown 
contends  the  strict  use  of  IQ  as  the 
indicator  of  one’s  ability  to  “ap¬ 
praise  and  control”  sexual  activity 
would  nullify  many  heterosexual 
marriages  and  he  fears  that  elderly 
citizens,  if  senile,  could  be 
vulnerable  to  indictments  for  hav¬ 
ing  sex. 

Tax-deductible  contributions  to 
Zeh’s  defense  fund  may  be  sent  to: 
LGAU  Defense  Fund,  Box  19530, 
Cincinnati,  OH  45219. 


Cincinnati  Gay  Group 
Opposes  Pedophilia 
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News  Notes - 

quote  of  the  week 

“Before  we  settle  for  being  the  smug  answer  to 
the  population  explosion,  let  us  acknowledge  that  we 
have  parents  among  us,  that  many  of  us  have  a  sen¬ 
sibility  which  makes  us  particularly  good  with 
children,  being  less  apt  to  make  rigid  role  require¬ 
ments,  more  sensitive  to  their  bewilderments  and 
need  for  reassurance,  able  to  establish  relationships 
with  them  that  don’t  have  to  be  rebelled  against 
because  we  know,  at  first  hand,  the  value  of  accep¬ 
ting  difference  and  are  not  allowed  to  forget  it. 

“The  only  love  in  which  possessiveness  is 
generally  frowned  on  is  that  of  adults  for  children.  We 
learn  to  take  responsibility  for  their  safety,  well  being 
and  education  whether  they  are  ours  or  not,  even  with¬ 
out  knowing  them.  Far  from  being  an  experience  to 
avoid,  it  is  the  model  for  the  concern  we  might  feel  as 
adults  as  well.” 

—  Jane  Rule  on  “The  question  of  children,”  The 
Body  Politic,  November  1984. 


new  york  campaign  fund  dinner 

NEW  YORK  —  Several  hundred  people  forked 
over  $200  each  to  be  served  political  promises  and 
zingy  one-liners  at  the  Human  Rights  Campaign 
Fund’s  New  York  fundraising  dinner  on  October  10. 

Victor  Gotbaum,  head  of  District  37,  American 
Federation  of  State,  County  and  Municipal 
Employees,  the  country’s  largest  government 
workers’  union,  told  the  crowd,  “If  any  son  of  a  bitch 
on  that  [New  York]  City  Council  doesn’t  vote  for  the 
Gay  Rights  Bill,  we  are  not  going  to  support  them 
politically.”  Emcee  Harvey  Fierstein  quipped  to  the 
dessert-munching  crowd,  “And  you  though  the  main 
dish  had  already  been  served.” 

Political  well-wishers  Geraldine  Ferraro  and  City 
Council  President  Carol  Bellamy  telegraphed  their 
regards;  Mayor  Ed  Koch  delivered  his  in  person. 
Awards  were  presented  to  Rep.  Ted  Weiss,  the  Gath¬ 
ering  Committee,  Father  John  McNeil  and  NOW 
President  Judy  Goldsmith.  Lily  Tomlin  presented  the 
first  annual  Arthur  Bell  Award  to  gay  film  writer  Vito 
Russo. 

Rita  Mae  Brown,  decked  out  in  a  cloud  of  brilliant 
turquoise  ostrich  feathers,  announced  to  the  Waldorf- 
Astoria  crowd,  “I  became  a  lesbian  out  of  devout 
Christian  charity.  All  those  women  out  there  looking 
for  a  man  —  I  gave  them  my  share.” 

The  HRCF  will  distribute  its  anticipated  1984 
bankroll  of  $750,000  to  100  candidates  supportive  of 
gay  rights.  A  r^ew  York  gay  PAC,  FAIR-PAC,  will 
receive  20  percent  of  the  proceeds  from  the  New  York 
dinner  to  sweeten  the  pots  of  New  York  candidates 
for  public  office. 


let  them  get  hep 

TORONTO  —  The  refusal  of  the  Ontario  Ministry 
of  Health  to  subsidize  a  hepatitis  B  vaccine  has  left  in 
the  lurch  many  gay  men  here  who  hoped  the  vaccine 
might  be  available  for  substantially  less  than  the  go¬ 
ing  rate  of  $125  per  innoculation,  according  to  The 
Body  Politic. 

Staffmembers  of  the  Hassle  Free  Clinic,  a  clinic 
serving  the  gay  community,  learned  in  early  1984  that 
a  large  portion  of  the  province  of  Ontario’s  supply  of 
Heptavax  B  was  unused  and  would  expire  in  April 
1985.  They  proposed  a  joint  project  with  the  board  of 
health  to  acquire  enough  vaccine  at  reduced  cost  to 
immunize  600  gSy  men. 

But  the  Ontario  health  ministry  had  earmarked 
its  10,000  three-dose  vials  of  the  vaccine  for  specified 
high-risk  groups,  namely  health  care  workers  and  cer¬ 
tain  patients  at  provincial  institutions.  This  policy 
was  set  in  1982,  despite  the  recommendations  of  an 
advisory  committee,  convened  by  the  ministry,  which 
suggested  that  ten  percent  of  the  vaccine  be  dis¬ 
tributed  to  gay  men. 

A  government  spokesman  maintained  that 
preventive  health  medication  for  the  general  adult 
population  “is  not  normally  funded  by  the  ministry.” 
But  one  health  worker  pointed  out  that  if  a  disease  is 
serious  enough,  exceptions  are  made,  as  in  the  cases 
of  polio,  tetanus  and  diptheria. 

“It’s  completely  irresponsible  for  the  govern¬ 
ment  to  refuse  to  extend  the  coverage  to  gay  men,” 
said  Robert  Trow,  a  counselor  at  Hassle  Free.  "After 
AIDS,  hepatitis  B  is  the  most  serious  health  hazard  in 
the  gay  community.  I  don’t  think  that  the  decision  has 
anything  to  do  with  the  mandate  of  the  ministry.  It’s 
pure  political  cowardice.” 

Studies  have  shown  that  up  to  68  percent  of  ur¬ 
ban  gay  men  have  been  exposed  to  hepatitis  B. 
Although  hailed  as  a  breakthrough,  gay  men  and 
other  risk  groups  have  been  slow  to  accept  the  hep  B 
vaccine  because  of  its  high  cost  on  the  open  market. 


rights  commission  openings 

BOSTON  —  Mayor  Raymond  Flynn  is  accepting 
resumes  from  individuals  interested  in  serving  on  the 
Human  Rights  Commission.  Send  resumes  by 
November  16  to:  Mayor’s  Office,  City  Hall,  5th  floor 
Boston,  MA  02201,  Attention:  HRC. 

Openly  gay  and  lesbian  candidates  are  also  re¬ 
quested  to  send  a  copy  of  their  resumes  to  the  Boston 
Lesbian/Gay  Political  Alliance  Mayoral  Appoint¬ 
ments  Project.  The  project  monitors  Flynn’s  appoint¬ 
ments  to  ensure  representation  by  members  of  the 
gay  and  lesbian  community.  Send  resume  copies  to: 
Mayoral  Appointments  Project,  BLGPA,  PO  Box  65, 
Back  Bay  Annex,  Boston  02117. 


village  choices 

NEW  YORK  —  A  lesbian  activist  will  give 
residents  of  Greenwich  Village  and  the  Lower  East 
Side  an  alternative  to  the  Republicats  and  the 
Democrans  on  election  day.  Trudy  Rudnick,  Workers 
World  Party  candidate  for  the  61st  Assembly  District 
seat,  is  conducting  her  campaign  on  a  platform  of 
jobs,  equality  and  socialism.  Rudnick’s  campaign  ad¬ 
dresses  issues  of  gentrification,  the  AIDS  epidemic, 
police  brutality,  and  lesbian  and  gay  harassment  in 
her  district. 

Rudnick’s  involvement  in  activist  politics  has  in¬ 
cluded  support  for  the  defendants  on  trial  for  the  At¬ 
tica  prison  rebellion,  organizing  women’s  participa¬ 
tion  in  the  1976  anti-bicentennial  march  in  Phila¬ 
delphia,  founding  the  Lesbian  Mother  Custody  Center 
in  New  York  City,  and  organizing  demonstrations 
against  Anita  Bryant,  the  right  wing  and  police 
brutality. 


oyez,  oyez,  hysteria  in  the  court 

NEW  YORK  —  Despite  an  explanation  from  the 
city’s  health  commissioner  that  AIDS  is  not  transmit¬ 
ted  through  the  air,  court  officers  donned  surgical 
masks  and  gloves  on  October  23  as  jury  selection 
began  in  the  murder  trial  of  a  34-year-old  man  who  has 
AIDS,  according  to  the  New  York  Times.  The  Judge 
and  court  clerks  did  not  join  the  four  officers  in  wear¬ 
ing  protective  clothing,  but  the  defendant  wore  a 
surgical  mask. 

At  the  start  of  the  session  in  State  Supreme 
Court,  the  City  Health  Commission,  Dr.  David  J. 
Sencer,  explained  to  125  perspective  jurors  they  did 
not  have  to  fear  contracting  AIDS  from  the  defendant, 
Eddie  Coaxum.  After  Dr.  Sencer  spoke,  Justice  Arnold 
G.  Fraiman  said  he  would  excuse  perspective  jurors 
who  did  not  want  to  be  considered  for  the  case;  about 
half  accepted  the  offer.  Later  in  the  proceedings 
when  Coaxum  began  to  cough,  Justice  Fraiman  again 
offered  to  excuse  worried  candidates;  about  ten  took 
him  up  on  his  second  offer. 

The  president  of  the  court  officers’  union,  Mat¬ 
thew  O’Reilly,  said  he  would  ask  Justice  Fraiman  to 
permit  the  officers  to  wear  surgical  gowns.  "With 
AIDS,  everything  goes  wrong,”  he  said.  “The  germs 
are  spreading  all  over  in  the  court.  I’m  very  concerned 
about  the  officers.” 

Coaxum’s  lawyers  asked  Justice  Fraiman  to 
force  the  court  officers  to  remove  the  gloves  and 
masks,  saying  the  protective  clothing  would  harm  his 
client’s  case  by  worrying  jurors.  But  the  justice 
denied  the  request. 

Coaxum  is  accused  of  stabbing  a  man  to  death  in 
April  1983  during  a  drug-related  dispute  in  an  East 
Harlem  “shooting  gallery.”  He  was  diagnosed  in  June 
1984  with  AIDS  and  has  only  a  short  time  to  live,  ac¬ 
cording  to  his  doctors. 


aclu  represents  aids  patient 

FT.  LAUDERDALE,  FL  —  The  Broward  County 
chapter  of  the  ACLU  has  voted  to  represent  an  AIDS 
patient  fired  from  his  job  in  the  county  government 
because  he  has  AIDS,  according  to  The  Weekly  News. 

Todd  Shuttleworth  was  fired  on  September  13  by 
his  supervisor,  John  Canada.  Although  Shuttleworth 
was  physically  able  to  continue  work,  Canada  fired 
him  because  he  could  not  be  given  100  percent 
assurance  that  AIDS  is  casually  transmitted  and  so 
he  couldn’t  risk  spreading  the  disease  to  Shuttle- 
worth’s  co-workers.  Shuttleworth,  31 ,  was  left  with  no 
job,  no  medical  insurance  and  no  other  means  of  sup¬ 
port. 

Allen  Terl,  the  Ft.  Lauderdale  attorney  over¬ 
seeing  the  case,  said,  “Everyone  [agreed]  that  Todd 
has  suffered  absolutely  inexcusable  discrimination, 
which  we  feel  reaches  a  constitutional  issue.” 

Terl  refused  comment  on  how  the  ACLU  might 
pursue  the  case,  pending  talks  with  other  attorneys 
who  have  volunteered  their  services. 


a  winter’s  sad  tale 

MINNEAPOLIS  —  The  proposed  1986  Gay/Les¬ 
bian  Winter  Olympic  Games  have  been  cancelled,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Equal  Time.  The  games  were  to  be  held  in 
Minnesota  and  were  being  organized  by  a  commit¬ 
tee  of  men  and  women  in  Minneapolis.  The  co-chair  of 
the  committee  said  that  four  years  of  planning  and 
thousands  of  dollars  invested  in  the  idea  are  lost. 

Robin  Karas,  committee  co-chair,  blames  the 
failure  of  the  Games  on  a  lack  of  community  support. 
Other  committee  members  and  volunteers,  however, 
say  the  plans  for  the  Winter  Games  were  overly  am¬ 
bitious. 

The  Minneapolis  organizing  committee  was 
formed  following  the  impressive  showing  of  the  Min¬ 
nesota  team  at  the  1982  Gay  Games  in  San  Francisco. 
At  the  ’82  summer  event,  the  Minnesota  team  was  the 
third  largest  contingent,  winning  35  medals. 


teaching  credentials  restored  to 
boylover 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  A  California  state  agency 
has  restored  the  teaching  credentials  of  a  man  fired 
for  writing  love  letters  to  a  17-year-old  male  students, 
according  to  a  UPI  dispatch. 

Robin  Heil,  a  high  school  teacher  in  the  town  of 
Ridgecrest,  was  fired  in  1979  after  the  student’s 
mother  gave  school  authorities  the  letters  Heil  had 
written  to  her  son.  Heil  allegedly  propositioned  the 
student,  and  threatened  to  commit  suicide  if  his 
affections  were  not  returned. 

Several  months  after  Heil  was  fired,  the  Califor¬ 
nia  Commission  on  Teaching  Credentials  barred  him 
from  teaching  anywhere  in  the  state  of  California. 
That  decision  was  overturned  by  a  state  court  order 
and  the  commission  complied,  albeit  somewhat  un¬ 
happily.  The  chairman  of  the  commission,  David 
Levering,  called  the  restoration  of  Heil’s  credentials 
“an  outrage.”  But,  earlier,  a  commission  committee 
had  found  Heil  to  be  “a  fit  person  to  have  a  California 
credential.” 


‘silly  veto’ 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  Mayor  Dianne  Feinstein 
has  vetoed  an  “anti-bigotry”  bill,  saying  its  scope  is 
too  broad  to  be  enforced  as  it  is  intended,  according 
to  the  Bay  Area  Reporter.  The  bill  passed  on  a  7-2  vote 
and  was  prompted  by  a  controversy  this  past  summer 
involving  a  police  organization  called  Cops  for  Christ. 

The  group  was  revealed  to  have  an  anti-gay 
philosophy  and  published  a  column  denigrating  gay 
people  in  The  Policeman  newspaper.  The  bill  would 
have  blocked  city  employees  who  openly  denigrate 
members  of  minority  groups  from  working  on  cases 
affecting  those  groups. 

In  her  veto  mesage,  Feinstein  said  the  bill  was  so 
broad  that  it  could  prevent  cops  who  were  against  the 
Mafia  from  working  on  cases  involving  organized 
crime  and  “investigators  who  had  denigrated  Nazi  or 
KKK  organizations  or  groups  could  be  prevented  from 
investigating  the  desecration  of  temples  or  burnings 
of  crosses.” 

Supervisor  Richard  Hongisto,  a  former  city  cop 
who  proposed  the  measure,  called  Feinstein’s  objec¬ 
tions  “silly.” 

At  a  hearing  on  the  bill,  about  50  fundamentalists 
opposed  the  bill  and  supported  Cops  for  Christ.  By 
contrast,  only  one  member  of  the  lesbian  and  gay 
community  testified  in  support  of  the  bill.  Diane 
Christensen,  the  executive  director  of  Community 
United  Against  Violence,  noted  there  is  a  history  in 
San  Francisco  of  victims  of  anti-gay  violence  not 
reporting  attacks  to  the  police  because  they  don’t 
believe  the  police  will  pursue  the  cases. 
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Improving  Life  For  Whom? 


Bay  Village  Residents  Halt  Jacques’  Dancers 


By  Larry  Goldsmith 

BOSTON  —  Citing  complaints 
from  neighborhood  residents,  in¬ 
cluding  the  mayor’s  liaison  to  the 
lesbian  and  gay  community,  the 
Boston  Licensing  Board  has  refus¬ 
ed  to  allow  dancing  at  Jacques,  a 
Bay  Village  gay  bar  that  is  the 
city’s  only  establishment  catering 
to  drag  queens. 

The  bar,  which  was  the  subject 
of  a  recent  GCN  feature  on  drag 
queens  and  transvestites  (see 
GCN,  Vol.  11,  No.  41),  has  been 
in  business  since  1938  in  Bay 
Village,  a  small  mostly  residential 
enclave  near  downtown  Boston 
that  borders  the  Combat  Zone, 
Boston’s  “adult  entertainment 
district,”  and  Park  Square,  an 
area  frequented  by  hustlers.  In  re¬ 
cent  years,  an  influx  of  young  pro¬ 
fessionals,  many  of  them  gay  men, 
has  transformed  the  neighborhood 
into  a  classic  example  of  urban 
“gentrification.”  And  with  that 
transformation  has  come  some 


By  Christine  Guilfoy 

BOSTON,  MA  —  Rosie’s 
Place,  a  shelter  for  homeless 
women,  damaged  by  fire  last 
April,  has  been  designated  by  the 
Boston  Redevelopment  Authority 
(BRA)  as  developer  of  a  32,000 
square  foot  parcel  of  land  in 
Boston’s  South  End.  The  BRA 
designation  means  Rosie’s  can 
negotiate  to  buy  the  site  at  891 
Harrison  Avenue. 

Appearing  at  the  October  18 
BRA  board  meeting,  Lisa  Fitz¬ 
gerald,  Rosie’s  Development 
Coordinator,  detailed  plans  to 
rebuild  the  site,  formerly  the  St. 
Philip’s  Church  and  rectory,  into  a 
twenty-bed  shelter  which  could 
also  provide  food  and  clothing  to 
over  100  homeless  women  each 
day.  Fitzgerald  told  the  BRA  that 
Rosie’s  “wants  to  build  a  small, 
homey  building,  not  a  factory.” 

Rosie’s,  fire-damaged  building 
at  1662  Washington  St.  is  being 
rehabilitated  and  will  reopen  by 
Thanksgiving.  By  October  1985, 
the  Washington  St.  building  will 
be  used  as  a  shelter  for  eleven 
women. 

According  to  the  staff  at 
Rosie’s,  the  parcel  of  land  would 
cost  $950,000  to  renovate;  70  per¬ 
cent  of  that  amount  has  been 
raised,  mostly  through  individual 
donations.  They  said  they  have  a 
loan  commitment  of  up  to 
$300,000  should  they  be  unable  to 
raise  the  remainder  through 
contributions.  Of  the  $498,000 
raised  since  the  April  1984  fire,  80 
percent  of  that  amount  has  come 
in  the  form  of  donations  of  $25  or 
less. 

Barely  a  week  after  celebrating 
its  tenth  anniversary,  a  fire  at 
Rosie’s  put  the  building  at  1662 
Washington  St.,  also  in  the  South 
End,  out  of  service.  Since  the  fire, 
Rosie’s  staff  has  served  meals  at  a 
nearby  church  and  temporarily 
provided  shelter  at  St.  Paul’s 
Church  in  Dorchester.  Before  the 
fire,  Rosie’s  served  lunch  to  25 
women  and  dinner  to  60  women 
per  day.  Because  the  city  has  only 
85  beds  available  for  homeless 
women,  the  fire  at  Rosie’s  Place 
had  a  devastating  impact  on  the 
situations  of  homeless  women  in 
the  city. 

In  her  statement  at  a  press  con¬ 
ference  following  the  BRA  hear¬ 
ing,  Kip  Tiernan,  the  founder  of 
Rosie’s,  said,  "All  our  funds  come 
from  you,  the  people,  from  in¬ 
dividuals  who  send  us  what  they 
can  and  sometimes  more  than  they 
can  afford.  Relying  on  people  and, 
to  a  small  extent,  foundations, 


classic  problems  of  the  sort  that 
result  from  the  proximity  of  an  af¬ 
fluent  residential  area  to  urban  ac¬ 
tivity  and  nightlife.  The  residents 
of  Bay  Village  have  for  several 
years  campaigned  actively  against 
prostitutes  in  their  neighborhood 
and  against  certain  bars  they  say 
cause  noise  and  traffic  problems 
and  attract  “criminals”  to  the 
area.  In  the  past  year,  crackdowns 
by  the  vice  squad  have  resulted  in 
the  arrests  of  hundreds  of  pros¬ 
titutes  and  their  customers  in  and 
around  Bay  Village. 

On  September  24,  Boston  Police 
Sergeant  John  Tricomi  and  Of¬ 
ficer  Stephen  Hofferty  entered 
Jacques  at  11:30  p.m.  on  a 
routine  licensing  inspection.  Ac¬ 
cording  to  a  police  report  on  file 
with  the  licensing  board,  five 
couples  were  on  the  dance  floor  at 
the  time.  The  officers  cited 
Jacques  for  violation  of  an  or¬ 
dinance  that  prohibits  dancing  in 


permits  us  to  offer  the  best  without 
making  depersonalizing  demands 
on  our  guests.  And  over  the  years, 
we  might  add,  we  have  saved  the 
city  and  the  Commonwealth 
millions  of  dollars.” 

At  the  October  18  meeting,  the 
BRA  board  heard  testimony  from 
the  staff  of  Rosie’s  as  well  as  from 
community  groups  and  residents 
of  the  South  End.  Although  one 
j^roup  opposed  the  development, 
the  BRA  board  voted  unanimous¬ 
ly  and  without  discussion  to  sell 
the  parcel  to  Rosie’s.  The  board 
turned  down  a  request  by  a 
member  of  the  Worcester  Square 
Neighborhood  Association  to 
delay  the  decision  until  the 
association  had  more  time  to  study 
it. 

Testifying  in  favor  of  the 
designation  were  state  Sen.  Jack 
Backman  (D-Brookline),  former 
state  representative  and  mayoral 
candidate  Mel  King,  Alana  Mur¬ 
phy  of  the  Women’s  Commission, 
Tristram  Blake  of  the  South  End 
Community  Health  Center  and 
Jeannette  Boon  of  the  Four  Cor¬ 
ners  Neighborhood  Association, 
as  well  as  other  community 
organizations  and  individual 
residents.  A  letter  in  support  of 
Rosie’s  from  Boston  Mayor  Ray¬ 
mond  L.  Flynn  was  read  into  the 
record. 

Several  representatives  of 
Worcester  Square  Neighborhood 
Association  spoke  in  opposition. 
Their  president,  Fernando  Re- 
quena,  presented  a  seven-point 
statement.  In  part,  he  urged  the 
city  to  upgrade  security  and 
demanded  that  Rosie’s  “control 
the  behavior  of  its  residents.”  He 
also  charged  that  Rosie’s  Place  has 
been  unstaffed  while  clients  were 
in  the  building. 

Those  in  opposition  generally 
characterized  Rosie’s  guests  as  a 
nuisance  to  the  area  and  said  they 
should  be  dealt  with  by  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Mental  Health.  Detailing 
the  halfway  houses  and  shelters 
already  in  the  South  End,  one  per¬ 
son  suggested  the  BRA  find  a 
parcel  in  another  neighborhood 
for  Rosie’s. 

In  a  press  conference  following 
the  board  meeting,  Fitzgerald 
responded  to  the  allegations  by 
saying,  “Rosie’s  has  been  a  good 
neighbor  and  we’ve  gotten  letter 
after  letter  attesting  to  that.” 

Fitzgerald  denied  Requena’s 
allegation  about  staffing  by  say¬ 
ing,  “There  has  never  been  a 
woman  in  our  building  without 
staff.”  She  also  said  the  new  site  is 


bars  without  a  dancing  license. 

According  to  Jacques  manager 
Don  Richards,  the  bar  has  had 
dancing  for  46  years  without  ever 
being  informed  by  the  licensing 
board  or  the  police  that  it  was  in 
violation  of  the  law.  When  the  bar 
was  cited  for  illegal  dancing, 
Richards  applied  for  a  dancing 
license,  saying  that  since  dancing 
had  already  been  going  on,  the 
new  license  would  only  amend  a 
technical  oversight  and  would  not 
change  the  nature  of  the  bar. 

But  police  and  neighborhood 
residents  showed  up  at  an  October 
18  hearing  to  testify  against  the 
granting  of  the  license,  claiming 
that  since  the  issuance  of  the 
September  24  citation,  business  at 
Jacques  has  decreased;  if  the 
license  were  granted,  they  argued, 
business  would  return  and  the  pro¬ 
blems  would  worsen. 

Licensing  Board  Secretary 
Thomas  Stanton  told  GCA  he  had 


primarily  commercial  and  sur¬ 
rounding  businesses  have  express¬ 
ed  their  support.  She  added  that 
the  new  site  is  not  within  the  boun¬ 
daries  of  the  Worcester  Square 
Neighborhood  Association. 

The  new  site,  formerly  St. 
Philip’s  Church  and  rectory,  had 
been  destroyed  by  fire  and  sold  by 
the  archdiocese  to  the  BRA.  Testi¬ 
fying  on  behalf  of  Rosie’s,  Fitz¬ 
gerald  detailed  plans  to  convert  the 
top  two  floors  of  the  three-story 
rectory  into  a  twenty-bed 
emergency  shelter  and  office  area. 
An  addition  is  planned  for  the  rec¬ 
tory  where  meals  would  be  served 
Continued  on  page  7 


By  Laura  Cottingham 

NEW  YORK  —  Over  200  peo¬ 
ple  packed  Manhattan’s  New 
York  Public  Library  Trustee 
Room  on  October  9  for  the  forum 
entitled  “Pornography  and  the 
Limits  of  Toleration.” 

Organized  as  part  of  the 
library’s  Censorship  Exhibition, 
the  forum  featured  panelists 
Susan  Brownmiller,  author  of 
Against  Our  Will  and  founder  of 
Women  Against  Pornography 
(WAP);  Irving  Kristol,  author  of 
Reflections  of  a  Neo- 
Conservative;  Harriet  F.  Pilpel, 
co-chair  of  the  National  Coalition 
Against  Censorship;  and  Charles 
Rembar,  author  of  The  End  of 
Obscenity,  and  the  defense  at¬ 
torney  for  the  Lady  Chatterly’s 
Lover  case  and  other  obscenity-in¬ 
literature  lawsuits. 

Speaking  before  an  audience 
dominated  by 

Bloomingdale’s-dressed  liberals 
out  for  a  night  of  intellectual 
entertainment  and  a  few  scattered 
feminists,  including  members  of 
WAP  and  the  newly-formed 
Feminist  Anti-Censorship  Task 
Force  (FACT),  the  panelists  began 
with  a  discussion  of  the  difference 
between  “censorship”  and 
“regulation.”  Rembar, 
Brownmiller  and  Kristol  agreed 
on  the  historical  precedent  all 
cultures  have  for  regulation;  Pilpel 
refuted  any  attempt  to  distinguish 
between  censorship  and  regula¬ 
tion,  claiming  they  are  the  same 
and  “neither  [is]  good.” 

Rembar  put  forth  the  need  that 


“no  idea”  why  police  had  never 
befored  cited  Jacques  for  illegal 
dancing.  “They  probably  just 
assumed  that  it  was  a  permitted  ac¬ 
tivity,”  he  said. 

John  Giangregorio,  president  of 
the  Bay  Village  Neighborhood 
Association  and  a  six-year  resident 
of  the  area,  says  he  didn’t  know 
anything  about  Jacques  when  he 
moved  to  the  neighborhood. 

“I  moved  into  a  nice  quiet 
residential  area,”  Giangregorio 
told  GCN  while  waiting  at  City 
Hall  for  an  October  23  licensing 
board  hearing.  “I  moved  in  during 
the  day.  It  was  nice  and  quiet,  very 
attractive.  I  was  charmed  by  the 
architecture.” 

But  Giangregorio  says  his  pro¬ 
blems  with  Jacques  began  on  the 
very  night  he  moved  in.  “I  was 
awakened  at  3  a.m.,”  he  says,  “by 
this  traffic  jam  of  honking 
vehicles,  by  prostitutes,  many  of 
whom  1  have  seen  in  and  around 
Jacques  since,  sashaying,  exposing 
themselves  in  the  streets  and 
soliciting  those  cars.” 

Aseked  if  he  had  tried  discussing 
his  complaints  with  the  manage¬ 
ment  of  Jacques,  Giangregorio 
reacted  angrily.  “That’s  a  place 
where  murders  take  place!”  he 
declared. 

“That’s  a  lie!”  Joanna  Leigh, 
an  emcee  and  performer  at  Jac¬ 
ques  for  the  last  ten  years,  later 
told  GCN.  “There  have  been 
murders  in  the  neighborhood,  but 
not  in  the  bar.  Not  even  a  stab¬ 
bing.” 

“I  think  the  neighborhood  has 
quieted  down  a  lot,”  Leigh  said. 
“We  haven’t  had  any  trouble  in 
Jacques  in  a  long  time.  We  have  an 
occasional  barroom  brawl,  but 
what  bar  doesn’t?  I’m  sure  they 
have  the  same  in  Buddies  and 
everywhere  else. 

“We  try  to  get  rid  of  the  trouble¬ 
makers.  Nobody  wants  them 
around.” 

Ann  Maguire,  Boston’s  mayoral 
liaison  to  the  lesbian  and  gay  com¬ 
munity,  was  among  the  people 


the  printed  word  remain  sanc¬ 
tified;  Brownmiller  agreed,  claim¬ 
ing  that  her  concern  rests  with  im¬ 
ages,  specifically  pornographic 
images  that  demean  women. 
Kristol  attested  to  the  belief  in  the 
need  for  censorship  within  any 
society,  specifically  in  texts  aimed 
at  or  available  to  children;  he 
wasn’t  concerned  whether  the 
practice  be  defined  as  censorship 
or  regulation. 

The  current  spate  of  anti- 
pornography  bills  introduced  in 
cities  across  the  country  brought 
numerous  questions  both  from  the 
panelists  and  later  from  the  au¬ 
dience.  Brownmiller  surprised 
some  members  of  the  audience 
when  she  stated  her  opposition  to 
the  ordinances,  claiming  her 
preference  for  the  regulation  of 
pornography’s  public  display  and 
also  saying  she  believed  that  the 
Indianapolis  and  similar  or¬ 
dinances  are  “unconstitutional.” 

Kristol,  a  well-known  conser¬ 
vative,  was  sympathetic 
to  Brownmiller;  something 
Brownmiller  didn’t  greatly  ap¬ 
preciate. 

The  most  strident  anti¬ 
censorship  position  was  put  forth 
by  Pilpel  who  disagreed  with 
Brownmiller  as  to  the  severity  of 
the  pornography  problem. 

Brownmiller  continually  reem¬ 
phasized  that  feminists  felt  a  need 
to  do  something  about  por¬ 
nography*  she  connected  it  with 
other  forms  of  prejudicial  pro- 


who  came  to  the  October  18  hear¬ 
ing  to  testify  against  the  dancing 
license.  Maguire,  who  moved  to 
Bay  Village  last  spring,  read  the 
board  a  letter  from  Mayor  Ray¬ 
mond  Flynn. 

“As  mayor  of  the  city  of 
Boston,”  read  the  letter,  “I  have 
pledged  my  support  to  work  with 
the  neighborhoods  to  improve 
their  quality  of  life  and  to  be  open 
to  their  concerns....  For  years 
there  have  been  constant  com¬ 
plaints  of  congestion,  vandalism, 
illegal  parking,  noise  and  prostitu¬ 
tion....  I  believe  that  granting  this 
application  would  only  encourage 
more  activity  in  this  area.” 

GCN  contacted  Maguire  to  ask 
for  an  explanation  of  her  position 
and  to  ask  if  she  had  met  with 
either  management  or  patrons  of 
Jacques,  but  Maguire  refused  to 
comment.  “I  went,  I  read  the  let¬ 
ter,  the  letter  is  on  the  record,”  she 
said. 

Bob  Finneran,  deputy  press 
secretary  to  Mayor  Flynn,  told 
GCN  Maguire  went  to  the  hearing 
because  “she  lives  in  Bay  Village 
and  is  a  member  of  the  Bay  Village 
Neighborhood  Association,  so  it 
was  appropriate  for  her  to  take 
that  letter.”  Asked  if  Maguire  had 
appeared  at  the  hearing  in  her 
capacity  as  liaison  to  the  lesbian 
and  gay  community,  Finneran 
said:  “l  don’t  think  the 
Administration  sees  it  in  those 
terms....  She  was  there  completely 
as  an  individual  familiar  with  the 
neighborhood  and  the  concerns  of 
the  neighborhood.” 

Regina  Quinlan,  the  attorney 
for  Jacques,  told  GCN  she  sees  the 
problems  between  the  bar  and  its 
neighbors  as  a  conflict  rooted  in 
economics  and  differing  lifestyles. 

“I  think  Bay  Village  is  going 
through  the  same  thing  that  a  lot 
of  the  city  is  going  through,”  she 
said.  People  who  are  coming  into 
the  area  are  changing  the  quality 
of  the  area  and  want  to  raise  the 
property  values  and  have  an  im- 
Continued  on  page  7 


paganda,  asking  Pilpel  if  she 
wouldn’t  find  it  serious  that  a 
multimillion  dollar  industry 
directed  against  Jews  or  Blacks 
failed  to  incite  those  groups  to 
outcry  or  attempted  regulation. 
Pilpel  matter  of  factly  muttered, 
“No,  I  don’t  think  there’s  blood 
on  the  nation.” 

Brownmiller  suggested  that 
some  First  Amendment  cham¬ 
pions  voted  hypocritically, 
defending  both  the  Ku  Klux  Klan 
and  a  local  ruling  deeming  female 
topless  dancing  in  bars  to  be 
covered  by  the  right  of  freedom  of 
expression.  Pilpel  reported  that 
“it  is  the  woman’s  right  to  dance 
in  topless  bars.”  More  than  a  few 
women  in  the  audience  grimaced, 
perhaps  wondering  what  kind  of 
“right”  that  is. 

'Members  of  the  audience  and 
panel  questioned  Brownmiller 
about  the  alliances  feminists  have 
made  with  the  right  wing  in  In¬ 
dianapolis  and,  most  recently,  in 
Suffolk  County,  Long  Island. 
Brownmiller  replied  that  the 
feminists  were  concerned.  When  it 
was  brought  up  that  the  Suffolk 
County  bill  calls  pornography  an 
evil  because  it  contributes  to  the 
breakdown  of  the  nuclear  family 
and  the  encouragement  of 
sodomy,  Brownmiller  said  she 
disagreed  with  that  connection. 
She  said  that  feminists  were  work¬ 
ing  in  Suffolk  County  to  make  the 
bill  a  more  progressive,  feminist 
piece  of  legislation. 
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the  d.a.  responds 

Dear  Mr.  Goldsmith: 

I  have  reviewed  your  article  of  August  25  (Vol. 
12,  No.  17,  Gay  Community  News,  “Police  En¬ 
trapment...”)  and  I  believe  it  fairly  presents  the 
facts  and  issues  involved  in  the  continuing  prob¬ 
lem  of  the  role  of  the  police,  the  concern  of  the 
public  and  the  rights  and  concerns  of  the  gay 
community  relating  to  sexual  conduct  in  public 
areas.  I  would,  however,  like  to  clarify  my  views 
on  this  issue  and  the  prosecutorial  policies  of  the 
District  Attorney’s  Office  in  Middlesex  County. 

I  do  not  believe  there  is  anything  inconsistent  be¬ 
tween  my  views,  quoted  by  you,  prior  to  my  elec¬ 
tion  and  the  policies  we  have  implemented  in  the 
first  twenty  months  of  my  tenure. 

The  prosecutorial  resources  of  this  office  have 
been  directed  at  serious  repeat  offenders  and 
violent  crimes,  crimes  ancLoffenders  that  pose  the 
greatest  danger  to  the  public  and  against  which 
the  public  is  entitled  to  protection.  Consensual 
sexual  conduct  by  adults  is  not  one  of  those 
priorities.  On  the  other  hand,  we,  like  the  police, 
do  not  have  the  luxury  of  ignoring  citizen  com¬ 
plaints  or  concerns  relating  to  conduct  that  is  still 
deemed  illegal  by  statute  when  it  occurs  in  public 
or  in  places  to  which  the  public  has  access.  When 
legitimate  arrests  are  made,  our  response  has  been 
to  adopt  a  uniform  and  consistent  set  of  recom¬ 
mendations  for  disposition  of  these  cases.  By 
“legitimate,”  1  do  not  include  arrests  made  for 
purposes  of  harassment,  nor  as  a  result  of  entrap¬ 
ment,  nor  when  they  are  made  in  a  discriminatory 
manner.  In  those  cases,  we  would  not,  and,  to  my 
knowledge,  have  not  prosecuted. 

I  have  reviewed  the  cases  you  referenced  in 
your  article  and  discussed  the  issue  with  the  police 
departments  involved.  I  am  satisfied  that  those 
arrests  were  legitimate  in  the  circumstances. 
Because  I  see  this  as  in  part  a  legitimate  civil  rights 
issue,  1  have  requested  the  Chief  of  my  Civil 
Rights  Division  to  hereafter  review  any  com¬ 
plaints  regarding  such  arrests  to  ensure  that  my 
policies  are  being  implemented  throughout  this 
County.  However,  contrary  to  John  Ward’s 
statement  (and  1  greatly  respect  and  admire  John 
and  value  his  support),  1  never  pledged  to  “drop” 
all  of  these  cases  —  I  pledged  to  do  exactly  what  is 
described  —  to  review  them,  to  treat  them  ap¬ 
propriately,  and  to  dispose  of  them  if  they  were 
not  legitimate  arrests,  as  I  defined  before.  Fur¬ 
ther,  a  letter  from  John  served  as  the  basis  for  our 
discussions  and  our  guidelines  on  this  issue,  and  1 
will  ensure  it  is  distributed  appropriately. 

I  know  you  realize  that  there  are  questions  of 
timing  and  priority  involved  in  directing  how 
quickly  to  address  certain  issues.  Until  your  ar¬ 
ticle,  and  following  the  meeting  of  our  Civil 
Rights  Task  Force,  I  believed  the  issue  in  Middle¬ 
sex  County  had  become  moot.  I  will,  as  I  noted, 
address  it  again  to  ensure  compliance.  We  will,  of 
course,  continue  to  prosecute  cases  when  the  con¬ 
duct  is  public,  when  there  is  a  clear  danger  posed, 
and  where  other  crimes  are  being 'committed. 
Sincerely, 

Scott  Harshbarger 

Middlesex  County  District  Attorney 

Cambridge,  MA 


the  way  it  plays  in 
havana 

Dear  GCN : 

The  issue  with  the  article  on  Cuba  arrived  the 
same  day  as  my  copy  of  a  recent  issue  of 
Bohemia ,  Cuba’s  leading  weekly.  The  issue  car¬ 
ries  a  major  article,  the  title  of  which  translated 
into  English  is,  “Children  Suffer  Sexual  Abuse  in 
the  United  States.”  (August  31,  1984). 

The  article  quotes  what  it  cites  as  a  UP1  Los 
Angeles  bureau  cable  in  1976:  “The  police 
estimate  that  in  this  city  30,000  children  suffer 
sexual  abuse,  most  at  the  hands  of  homosexuals, 
including  prostitutes  who  earn  one  thousand 
dollars  a  day.” 

The  article  is  accompanied  by  one  large  photo, 
that  of  Gerry  Studds,  “accused  of  sexual  corrup¬ 
tion.” 

Referring  to  Mr.  Studds  in  the  article:  “We 
point  out  only  one  case  as  an  example  of  all  the 
other  cases  revealed  during  the  past  year  in  the 
Senate  and  the  House  of  the  sexual  corrupting  of 
the  majority  of  pages  in  Congress  who  have  been 
victims  of  members  of  Congress.  Congressman 
Gerry  Studds,  democrat  from  Massachusetts, 
who  became  the  subject  of  investigation. ..along 
with  other  members  of  Congress.  The  case  that 
was  able  to  be  proved  occurred  ten  years  ago  but 
that  doesn’t  mean  that  he  hasn’t  continued  with 
the  same  practice.  The  matter,  something  normal 
in  Congress,  was  that  Studds  had  homosexual 
contacts  with  a  young  16-year-old  page.  The  mat¬ 
ter  was  such  normal  behavior  in  congress  that  the 
Committee  reduced  the  charges  that  could  have 
been  brought  against  Studds.  Denunciations  have 
been  made  against  other  legislators  for  similar 
crimes,  denunciations  initiated  by  Leroy 
Williams  and  Jeffrey  Opp.  The  Committee  decid¬ 
ed  simply  to  ‘reprimand’  the  guilty  ones  before  a 
full  session  of  Congress.” 

Sincerely, 

Joseph  Collins 
San  Francisco,  CA 


consider  the 
alternative 

Dear  GCN: 

While  I  find  Melissa  Fisher’s  request 
reasonable  (i.e.,  that  GCN  provide  coverage  of 
the  Independent  Political  Movement  which  will 
have  Presidential  and  Vice  Presidential  can¬ 
didates  on  the  ballot  in  30  states  —  GCN, 
10/6/84),  I  plead  with  Melissa  and  with  all  my 
gay  brothers  and  lesbian  sisters  who  are  fed  up,  as 
I  am,  with  the  two-party  system,  to  cast  your 
votes  for  the  Mondale/Ferraro  ticket. 

We  must  get  rid  of  Ronald  Reagan.  If  we  don’t 
vote  for  Mondale/Ferraro,  we  are  handing  votes 
to  Reagan.  1  used  to  think  I’d  never  mouth  such 
a  cliche,  but  I  believe  it  is  true  and  that  each  and 
every  one  of  us  has  a  personal  responsibility  to  at¬ 
tempt  to  get  Reagan  out  of  office.  We  only  have  a 
chance  if  we  vote  for  Mondale/Ferraro.  Certainly 
Mondale/Ferraro  do  not  embody  our  vision  of  a 
new  world.  But  Reagan  is  a  dangerous  man. 

The  fact  that  he  may  have  an  opportunity  to 
appoint  4-5  Supreme  Court  Justices  in  the  next 
four  years  is  dangerous.  The  fact  that  2.5  million 
more  women  may  sink  below  the  poverty  line,  as 
they  did  in  his  first  term,  is  dangerous.  The  fact 
that  he  is  a  primary  opponent  of  reproductive 
choice  is  dangerous.  He  and  his  cohorts  have 
effectively  weakened  or  dismantled  Title  IX,  the 
EEOC,  the  Civil  Rights  Commission,  and  Section 
504.  They  are  dangaerous  men.  And  the  evils  go 
on.  We  all  know  them.  To  cite  them  would  take 
pages  and  pages. 

Throughout  the  country  we  are  seeing  a 
massive  movement  to  register  people  to  vote  with 
one  of  its  goals  being  to  evict  Reagan  from  office. 
We  know  the  effects  of  his  policies  on  women, 
people  of  color,  people  with  disabilities,  gay  men 
and  lesbians,  old  people,  and  the  poor.  To  think 
the  next  four  years  won’t  be  worse  is  absurd.  We 
must  vote  and  we  must  vote  for  Mondale/Fer¬ 
raro.  And  we  must  keep  alive  the  energy,  en¬ 
thusiasm  and  activism  that  has  been  generated  by 
this  election  and  use  it  to  struggle  for  the  far- 
reaching  social  change  that  we  desire. 

Diane  Elze 
South  Portland,  ME 


the  only  one 

Dear  GCN, 

I  am  writing  you  again  in  frustration,  not  at 
you  because  I  realize  many  people  are  requesting 
to  be  placed  in  the  prisoner  section,  but  at  the 
many  gay  publications  around  the  country.  I’ve 
written  15  and  have  only  heard  from  one,  but  the 
cost  was  too  high  for  me  to  place  an  ad. 

Your  newspaper  seems  to  be  the  only  one  that 
will  help  gay  prisoners.  This  is  sad  because  there 
are  many  lonely  gays  in  prison.  Just  to  have  mail 
from  other  gays  who  care  would  help  so  much! 

1  appteciate  your  concern  for  lonely  and  often 
forgotten  gays  in  prison. 

Thank  you! 

Charles  Wilder 
104035 
Mag  4 

Angola,  LA  70712 


some  good  advice 

Dear  GCN, 

On  8/24/84  1  received  a  notice  from  our  local 
Gestapo  censorship  board  informing  me  that  they 
had  snatched  my  July/August  issue  of  the 
NAMBLA  Bulletin  for  “review”. 

On  August  31  1  was  notified  that  I  had  to  see 
my  counselor.  He  did  not  bring  me  into  his  office, 
but  spoke  at  the  guards  station  in  the  hall,  where 
several  guards  were.  He  told  me  that  1  had  to  sign 
for  “that  NAMBLA  newspaper”  and  that  he  had 
“some  good  advice”  for  me.  Since  1  had  been  ar¬ 
rested  for  “that  sort  of  thing”  I  would  not  be 
granted  parole  if  I  continued  to  receive  the 
Bulletin.  (1  do  not  believe  that  he  gives  this  good 
advice  to  rapists  who  have  a  subscription  to 
Hustler  or  Playboy.) 

In  the  first  place  this  Bulletin  had  been 
“reviewed”  and  cleared.  Secondly,  I  am  not  due 
to  see  the  parole  board  until  1997,  so  his  threat 
was  very  ludicrous.  Thirdly,  by  telling  me  this,  he 
has  indicated  that  he  has  read  this  first  class  mail 
that  was  addressed  to  me.  Fourthly,  he  has  no 
right  to  comment  on  anything  1  receive  in  front  of 
other  guards. 

Anyone  who  wishes  to  write  in  protest  of  this 
incident  should  send  their  letter  to  P.  Welch,  Ser¬ 
vice  Unit,  Media  Review  Committee,  Box  B, 
Dannemora  NY  12929;  and  a  carbon  copy  to  each 
of  the  following:  E.  LeFevre,  Superintendent, 
Clinton  Correctional  Facility,  Box  B,  Dan¬ 
nemora  NY  12929;  Mr.  John  Boston,  Legal  Aid 
Society,  15  Park  Row,  NYC  10038;  Ms.  Cathy 
Potler,  Correctional  Assoc.,  135  East  15th  St., 
NYC  10003;  and  a  copy  to  me.  Thank  you! 

Karl  Ahlers 
82 A  4134 
Box  B 

Dannemora,  NY  12929 


manscape’s 

response 

Dear  GCN: 

In  answer  to  Jim  Ansart’s  letter  about  my 
MANSCAPE  ad,  I  must  apologize  if  1  have  in¬ 
sulted  the  “Boston  Gay  Community.”  My  only 
purpose  in  designing  the  objectionable  ad  was  to 
let  it  be  known  that  there  was  finally  a  magazine 
about  that  would  deal  directly  and  honestly  with 
all  aspects  of  gay  sexuality,  including  the  ones 
that  you  should  not  discuss  with  your  mother  over 
tea. 

MANSCAPE  is  a  magazine  written  by  its 
readers  and  members  of  the  gay  writers  con¬ 
tingent.  It  is  illustrated  totally  by  gay  artists.  I  ask 
all  contributors  to  base  their  contributions  on 
their  own  reality  —  or  at  least  a  kosher  fantasy.  I 
have  not  invented  fisting,  enemas  or  S&M.  The 
closest  I  have  ever  come  to  creativity  is  a  green 
blueberry  omelet  that  my  former  roommates 
would  not  eat. 

I  am  always  surprised  that  gay  sex  gets  gays  up¬ 
tight.  If  we  didn’t  do  all  these  weird  and  satisfying 
things  to  members  of  our  same  sex,  there  would 
be  no  reason  for  GCN  or  Fire  Island.  We’d  all  be 
reading  Cosmo  and  vacationing  ait  Niagara  Falls. 

As  for  the  incest  issue,  according  to  a  survey  of 
our  readership,  21%  of  the  respondents’  first  sex¬ 
ual  experiences  were  with  a  blood  relative.  I  never 
thought  of  incest  until  I  became  editor  of  First- 
Hand  and  MANSCAPE  magazines.  My  relatives 
tend  to  all  look  like  Wally  Cox,  but  it  appears  that 
incest  is  a  much  greater  part  of  the  straight  and 
gay  community  than  any  of  us  could  have  ever 
guessed.  And  many  of  these  incestuous  ex¬ 
periences  are  not  negative. 

MANSCAPE  deals  with  incest,  crotch  shaving, 
and  spanking  because  they  all  exist  in  our  commu¬ 
nity.  Closing  our  eyes  and  censoring  our  publica¬ 
tions  won’t  make  them  go  away. 

Thank  you, 

Brandon  Judell 
Editor,  MANSCAPE 
Teaneck,  NJ 

P.S.  Concering  the  prison  and  racist  issue,  the  il¬ 
lustration  is  not  of  a  Hispanic;  it  illustrated  a 
prison  story  (an  autobiographical  account)  by 
Robert  Boyd,  who  is  still  in  prison  himself.  I  wish 
the  picture  had  been  of  a  Hispanic  or  of  a  black.  I 
am  outreaching  to  minorities  of  the  gay  commu¬ 
nity  to  help  make  MANSCAPE  a  sex  magazine 
that  they  can  relate  to  and  take  part  in.  Since  so 
many  of  our  prisoners  are  gays  of  color,  their 
voices  should  be  heard  in  all  our  publications. 
And  displaying  a  Hispanic  behind  bars  is  not  ex¬ 
ploitation.  It’s  showing  one  reality,  a  reality  I 
have  not  dealt  with  yet  within  my  pages.  Hope¬ 
fully,  an  article  on  such  a  subject  will  soon  be  sub¬ 
mitted. 

Excuse  me  for  taking  up  so  much  of  your  time. 

who  believes  the 
rosy  picture? 

Dear  GCN: 

As  one  who  has  flirted  with  dogmatic  leftist 
groups  more  than  once  in  the  past  decade,  1  find  a 
couple  of  items  in  your  recent  issues  worthy  of 
comment.  In  your  letters  column  for  Oct.  13  ap¬ 
peared  letters  from  members  of  the  New  Alliance 
Party  —  but  the  three  were  all  practically  iden¬ 
tical!  All  they  are  is  a  string  of  leftist  cliches,  thus 
being  a  discouraging  example  of  lack* of  in¬ 
dependence  of  thinking.  No  wonder  I’ve  been 
more  often  repelled  that  attracted  by  such 
groups!  (Although  I  can  spout  leftist  rhetoric  as 
well  as  the  best  of  them.) 

On  the  other  hand,  your  twin  Cuba  articles  in 
the  October  6  issue  were  featured  and  thus  must 
be  taken  much  more  seriously.  Gotkowitz  and 
Turits  were  certainly  on  good  terms  with  the 
Cuban  government’s  sex  education  people.  Is 
that  any  way  to  get  an  objective  view  of  where 
things  really  are?  1  think  not!  Then  they  go  on  to 
interview  an  apparently  heterosexual  filmmaker. 
In  all  of  this  the  goverment  is  described  as  being 
very  tolerant  and  progressive  on  sex  issues.  So 
how  come  Castro  described  the  people  who  left  in 
1980  as  “scum,  criminals,  and  homosexuals”? 
And  why  were  some  gays  actually  forced  to  leave 
agaisnt  their  wills?  (My  thinking  and  questioning 
on  all  this  has  changed  a  lot  in  the  past  couple  of 
years  thanks  to  a  close  friend,  a  gay  socialist  who 
emigrated  from  Cuba  in  1980). 

Gotkowitz  and  Turits  seem  definitely  bent  on 
whitewashing  the  situation.  John  Kyper’s  article 
in  your  April  16,  1983  issue  seemed  much  more 
balanced  and  painted  a  far  different  picture  (of  a 
basically  sexually  conservative  country,  like  the 
whole  U.S.  used  to  be  and  many  parts  of  it  still 
are).  Granted,  the  film  “Improper  Conduct” 
sounds  like  it  distorts  the  picture  a  lot  in  the  anti- 
Cuba  direction.  But  I  don’t  see  why  that  means 
you  need  to  print  these  naively  rosy  leftist  articles 
that  give  the  opposite  kind  of  distortion  — 
without  even  a  disclaimer  —  as  if  these  people  are 
reporting  the  true  facts  of  the  situation.  How 
many  on  your  staff  actually  believe  such  a  rosy 
picture?  (1  hope  not  many.) 

Sincerely, 

Jeff  Keith 
Philadelphia,  PA 
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Community  Voices 


love  threatens 
security 

Dear  GCN , 

On  July  17  1  was  given  three  separate  write-ups 
(disciplinary  reports]  for  supposedly  circumvent¬ 
ing  the  mail  room  rules.  This  action  was 
wrongfully  brought  by  our  new  mail  room  Lt. 
whose  “morality”  has  led  him  to  withhold  both 
my  incoming  and  outgoing  mail  if  it  doesn’t  agree 
with  his  taste.  He  intentionally  told  other 
prisoners  that  he  was  going  to  put  a  stop  to  my 
book  writing  because  he  intercepted  the  book  I 
wrote  called  The  Trucker  and  the  Teens.  This 
book  was  mailed  out  2  years  ago  and  he  now  is 
trying  to  say  I  sent  it  out  a  few  pages  at  at  time  to 
publishers.  This  is  not  true  as  many  of  you  who 
are  my  friends  know. 

1  need  help  to  regain  my  rights,  being  dyslexic  1 
have  trouble  understanding  legal  things  and 
preparing  a  good  defense. 

1  went  to  disciplinary  hearing  for  the  above 
mentioned  three  reports  and  found  this  to  be  a 
farce.  The  mail  room  Lt.  withheld  written  infor¬ 
mation  in  my  defense  and  they  took  30  days  of 
earned  good  time  away  from  me  for  each  count. 

I  am  not  the  only  one  suffering  from  this 
moralism  and  the  blatant  disregard  for  our  first 
amendment  rights.  Legally  they  cannot  stop  me 
from  writing  what  is  in  my  heart,  even  though 
they  seem  to  find  me  an  embarassment . 

They  wish  to  stop  all  of  my  writings  because  in- 
our  new  society  as  well  as  in  this  closed 
murderous  prison  system,  they  find  love  stories  to 
be  porn.  These  things  have  all  been  done  without 
notices  or  anything  else  that  is  supposed  to  comp¬ 
ly  with  the  prison’s  own  censorship  rules,  They 
have  sicked  their  bullies  on  me  on  many  occasions 
and  threatened  me  with  death  if  I  did  not  stop 
writing.  They  have  told  all  the  haters  and  killers 
here  that  I  am  a  child  molester. 

At  my  hearing  they  were  waving  a  letter  for  the 
Unicorn  [a  young  columnist  for  the  NAMBLA 
Bulletin]  who  is  my  penpal.  They  cannot  see 
where  our  sexuality  is  part  of  our  human  existence 
and  use  illegal  methods  to  punish  me  and  en¬ 
danger  my  life. 

This  is  not  only  happening  to  me  but  it’s  hap¬ 
pening  to  a  lot  of  others  in  here  because  they  have 
tried  to  send  their  own  heartfelt  feeling  out  to 
others  for  friendship,  because  we  certainly  do  not 
get  any  of  that  in  here.  Since  when  is  saying  “1 
love  you”  a  breach  of  prison  security? 

I  do  not  have  the  means  to  fight  nor  am  1  able  to 
read  [being  dyslexic]  and  do  the  legal  work  in¬ 
volved  in  my  own  protest. 

If  you  allow  them  to  walk  on  people’s  rights, 
then  you  know  that  big  brother  is  starting  to  feel 
free  to  threaten,  intimidate,  harass,  persecute  and 
injure  you  (like  I  have  been  physically  injured  so 
that  1  cannot  hold  a  prison  job.)  Now  they  want 
to  cut  off  my  lifeline  to  the  outside.  I  need  legal 
help  to  fight  these  people.  I  need  the  freedom  to 
interrelate  and  discuss  theory  with  others.  Maybe 
this  letter  will  move  some  of  you  readers  to  feel 
enough  resistance  in  yourselves  to  write  and  be 
part  of  my  fight. 

Thank  you, 

Louis  Colantuono 
C- 14650 
BoxA-E  (6104) 

San  Luis  Obispo,  CA  93409 


art  and  politics 

Dear  friends, 

Thank  you  and  Vanessa  Nemeth  and  Stephanie 
Poggi  for  the  wonderful  feature  on  Ana  Leon  and 
her  art.  Women  artists  so  often  go  unnoticed  and 
unappreciated.  The  interview  with  Ana  and 
Maribel  made  a  case  for  the  inseparability  of  art 
and  politics  and  the  many  ways  that  visionary  and 
beautiful  images  can  present  challenges  to  our 
ways  of  thinking  about  gender,  sensuality,  and 
pornography.  Let’s  have  more  news  about  events 
and  individuals  involved  in  the  important  work  of 
creating  a  culture  we  can  all  live  with. 

Sincerely, 

Ellen  Herman 
Jamaica  Plain,  MA 


Supporting  AAC 

In  recognition  of  the  work  of  the 
AIDS  Action  Committee  and  their 
efforts  to  keep  the  community  in¬ 
formed  of  important  events  regard¬ 
ing  AIDS,  GCN  is  introducing  a 
campaign  to  offset  their  advertising 
costs.  Any  donation  made  to  GCN 
and  directed  towards  the  AIDS  Ac¬ 
tion  Committee  will  be  matched  by 
the  paper  and  will  be  used  exclusive¬ 
ly  for  display  advertisments.  All 
contributions  will  be  acknowledged 
by  the  Committee. 

Please  send  donations  to: 

GCN/  AAC 

167  Tremont  Street  #5 

Boston,  MA  021 1 1 

Thank  you  from  both  GCN  and 
the  AIDS  Action  Committee. _ 


condoms,  alcohol 
&  htlv-iii 

Edward  N.  Brandi,  Jr.,  M.D. 

Assistant  Secretary  for  Health 
Office  of  the  Assistant  Secretary 
for  Health 

Washington,  DC  20201 
Dear  Dr.  Brandt, 

1)  Toward  the  end  of  the  meeting  we  had  in  your 
office  last  July  30th,  I  stepped  outside  my  official 
role  there  to  express  my  ongoing  concern  that 
laboratory  studies  ought  to  be  conducted  to 
evaluate  the  degree  of  leakage  of  HTLV-III 
through  condoms. 

As  1  indicated,  the  rationale  for  this  lies  in  two 
areas: 

a)  There  has  been  widespread  promotion  of  the 
use  of  condoms  in  gay  circles  through  their  free 
distribution  at  bath  houses  and  through  the  so- 
called  “safe”  sex  brochures  which  have  been 
extensively  circulated  by  gay  doctors’  groups 
and  other  gay  health  educators.  This  promo¬ 
tion  of  condom  use  (which  I  support)  carries 
with  it  an  unintended  but  implicit  encourage¬ 
ment  to  engage  in  risky  sex  acts... provided  a 
condom  is  used.  The  presumed  efficacy  of  con¬ 
doms  has  lulled  many  men  into  participating  in 
high  risk  practices  they  might  otherwise  avoid. 

b)  All  of  this  would  be  fine  if  we  had  more  than 
just  “common  sense”  information  about  con¬ 
dom  efficacy.  However,  although  I  haven’t 
made  an  exhaustive  literature  search,  it  seems 
fairly  evident  from  what  I’ve  done  that  there  is 
little  or  no  published  information  addressing 
the  viral  efficacy  of  condoms.  (See  Barlow,  D., 
1977  LANCET,  p.  811;  there  are  also  un- 

.  published  studies  of  condoms  and  herpes  virus 
by  Frank  Judson,  as  well  as  by  Marcus  Con- 
nant,  and  ones  I’ve  heard  of  with  CM  V.)  Much 
as  1  and  others  think  that  condoms  at  least 
reduce  the  risk  of  some  sex  acts,  there  is  no  sub¬ 
stitute  for  actual  data.  Such  is  particularly  true 
when  our  “scientific”  advice  leads  to  an  in¬ 
crease  in  high  risk  acts,  rather  than  merely  of¬ 
fers  a  degree  of  greater  safety  for  those  who 
have  been  engaging  in  them  despite  the  known 
risks. 

At  our  meeting  two  months  ago,  you  in¬ 
dicated  that  you  would  look  into  this  matter 
and  see  what  was  being  done,  or  could  be  done, 
to  obtain  efficacy  data  within  the  PHS.  I 
would  be  very  grateful  for  any  results  you  have 
gathered. 

2)  I’m  also  very  interested  in  the  lability  of 
HTLV-III  when  it  is  exposed  to  various  reagents, 
antiseptic  agents,  to  heat,  U.V.,  etc.  All  such  in¬ 
formation  can  be  of  relevance  in  prevention  of 
AIDS.  Washing  the  hands,  penis,  or  sex  toys  with 
70%  ethanol,  between  sex  partners,  would  be  a 
profoundly  important  preventive  step  to  recom¬ 
mend,  if  alcohol  is  effective  in  killing  HTLV-III. 
The  data  available  to  most  of  us  are  conflicting, 
however.  The  well  known  fact  that  some  viruses 
are  untouched  by  alcohol  has  been  widely  cir¬ 
culated  within  the  medically  sophisticated  gay 
community.  That  has  been  generally  interpreted 
to  mean  that  HTLV-III  is  untouched  by  ethanol 
or  isoprophy  alcoh'ol;  absent  specific  HTLV-III 
data,  the  advice  is  wise.  But  my  laboratory  contacts 
at  various  PHS  HTLV-III  research  units  tell  me  that 
70%  ethanol,  10%  commercial  Chlorox,  or  a 
four  minute  heat  treatment  at  60  °C,  each  gives 
complete  kill  of  the  virus,  whether  in  highly 
purified  form  or  when  the  virus  is  protein  pro¬ 
tected.  The  only  published  data  I  know  of  relates 
to  general  viral  decontamination  techniques, 
from  a  period  prior  to  the  identivation  of  HTLV- 
III  and  LAV  (MMWR  31,  083  11/5/82). 

My  PHS  research  contacts  also  tell  me  that 
HTLV-III  is  remarkably  stable  to  drying  and  to 
exposure  to  U.V.  If  this  information  is  correct, 
some  of  us  have  again  been  dangeroulsy  mis¬ 
informed.  Specifically,  at  a  recent  public  meeting 
of  influential  ADIS  care  providers  and  opinion 
molders  in  Los  Angeles,  1  raised  a  question  about 
HTLV-III  decontamination  and  the  virus’s  labili¬ 
ty.  A  prominent  AIDS  researcher  authoritatively 
assured  us  that  all  retroviruses  are  highly  labile  to 
drying,  leaving  us  with  the  belief  that  once  dry 
contaminated  objects  are  safe. 

Can  you  confirm  the  information  I’ve  been 
given  about  the  sensitivity  of  HTLV-III  todrying, 
U.V.,  hypocholrite,  70%  EtOH,  and  60°  heat 
treatment,  and  any  other  possibly  similar 
laboratory  data  which  might  be  useful  in  for¬ 
mulating  decontamination  guidelines?  Would  it 
in  fact  not  be  useful  to  publish  such  information 
in  MMWR?  It  seems  to  me  that  many  people  in 
health  care  would  benefit,  not  to  mention  the  ex¬ 
panding  ranks  of  those  conducting  AIDS 
research. 

Last  but  not  least,  I  want  to  express  my  admira¬ 
tion  for  you,  as  well  as  my  appreciation  for  the 
tough  job  you  have  done  so  well.  Thanks!  I, 
perhaps  more  than  most,  know  how  regularly  we 
hear  from  those  with  criticisms  of  our  work  and 
how  sparse  the  thanks  are.  Having  taken  issue 
with  you  before  Congress  and  elsewhere  when  I 
felt  that  was  required,  1  would  be  badly  remiss  if  1 
failed  to  shout  ‘Bravo’  for  so  much  done  so  well. 
Sincere  regards, 

Bruce  Voeller 
Pasadena,  CA 


pushing  porn 

Dear  GCN: 

This  letter  is  written  to  alert  members  of  the 
community  about  recent,  unfortunate  changes  at 
Reading  Works  bookstore  in  Porter  Square, 
where  I  was  employed. 

Reading  Works  had  been  a  pleasant,  neighbor¬ 
hood  bookstore,  serving  the  diverse  communities 
of  North  Cambridge,  Somerville  and  Arlington. 
But  within  the  past  two  weeks  the  management 
has  decided  to  begin  carrying  hardcore  porno¬ 
graphic  magazines  (such  as  Hustler)  ‘to  increase 
sales.’ 

As  a  gay  man,  I  strongly  oppose  and  am  of¬ 
fended  by  depictions  of  the  human  body  as  an  ob¬ 
ject  to  be  used,  abused  and  disposed  of.  I  also 
know  and  am  fearful  of  the  consequences  of  por¬ 
nography  in  our  culture.  I  quit  my  job  at  the 
bookstore,  knowing  that  I  could  not  —  in  good 
conscience  —  sell  pornography.  (In  an  argument 
with  the  manager,  who  claimed  the  First  Amend¬ 
ment,  I  was  told  “You  wouldn’t  want  anyone  cen¬ 
soring  your  lifestyle;”  thus  lumping  us  all  back 
again  into  that  old  category  with  pornographers, 
child  abusers,  and  drug  addicts. 

I  encourage  all  members  of  the  community  to 
use  our  political  leverage  and  boycott  Reading 
Works,  and  to  write  letters  to  the  management 
deploring  their  action.  Write  c/o  17  White 
St. /Cambridge,  Ma02140. 1  also  encourage  GCN 
and  all  other  gay  and  women’s  papers  to  with¬ 
draw  their  publications  from  the  bookstores  until 
our  actions  have  the  desired  effect.  Stay  tuned  for 
the  announcement  of  the  date  of  planned 
picketing  of  the  store.  Thanks. 

Sincerely, 

Robin  Lippincott 
Somerville,  MA 

asses  offered  to 
god 

Dear  GCN , 

I’d  like  to  comment  on  the  recent  exchanges  on 
prostitution.  As  the  church  took  over  the  Roman 
Empire,  they  also  took  over  the  houses  of  pro¬ 
stitution.  The  nunneries  and  monasteries  took 
over  the  business  and  called  it  “sacred  harlotry.” 
The  boys  and  girls  didn’t  get  any  money  for  their 
asses.  They  “offered”  them  to  god.  This  might 
seem  a  contradiction  in  light  of  the  church’s 
moralistic  position  on  birth  control,  but  it  isn’t. 

The  point  is  to  saturate  the  world  with  babies. 
It  is  easier  to  control  mal-nourished  people  than 
well-fed  people. 

People  should  also  be  aware  that  the  moral  ma¬ 
jority  counts  about  1 1  percent  of  the  population 
currently,  more  than  the  Nazis  had  in  1923. 

This  white  Christian  dictatorship  business  has 
its  affect  in  here  too  where  they  are  going  against 
the  gay  activists  like  myself.  Is  there  a  gay  civil 
rights  group  that  deals  with  New  Jersey?  I’d  like 
their  address  if  so.  I’d  also  like  to  write  to  other 
gays  if  interested. 

Thanks, 

Robert  Jude  Ryan 
Leesburg  State  Prison 
Leesburg,  NJ  08327 

tv/ts  networking 

Dear  GCN, 

I  am  having  some  legal  problems  around  my 
being  transsexual  and  also  would  like  to  hear 
from  people  and/or  organizations  who  are 
familiar  with  such  problems  or  who  have  some  in¬ 
terest  in  them.  Outsiders  can  write  to  me  direct; 
insiders  can  write  c/o  GCN  Prisoner  Project. 

Also,  1  love  flowers  and  collect  dolls  as  a  hobby 
and  nature. 

Please  write, 

Thomas  L.  White 

(aka  Ms.  Tammy  Lynn  White) 

908787,  PO  Box  316 
Ft.  Madison,  IA  52627 


power  packaged 
as  love 

Dear  GCN, 

The  recent  attempts  by  Catholic  bishops  to 
soft-sell  their  brand  of  homophobia  with  pieties 
like  “Hate  the  sin  but  love  the  sinner”  reveal  less 
about  their  hypocrisy  —  inherent  after  all  in  all 
religious  leaders  —  than  the  true  nature  of  Chris¬ 
tian  love. 

Power  packaged  as  love  is  a  well-loved  practice 
of  Judaeo-Christian  culture.  The  Bible  is  full  of 
injunctions  to  love  the  weak,  the  poor,  Jesus  lov¬ 
ing  up  lepers,  and  so  on.  After  all  the  Christian 
God  loves  man  —  the  fallen,  he  who  has  sinned. 
Man  loves  woman  —  the  more  fallen,  who  has 
brought  him  into  sin.  Christians  just  love  to  love 
the  weaker,  the  less  fortunate,  whether  victims  of 
cancer  or  starving  Third  World  children.  Chris¬ 
tian  missionaries  have  always  rushed  to  embrace 
uncivilized  sinning  pagan  peoples  who  have  not 
found  the  Christian  god,  thus  spear-heading  col¬ 
onial  domination  which  then  renders  the  pagans 
even  weaker  and  less  powerful.  As  many  Third 
World  people  from  cultures  colonized  by  the  West 
know,  Christian  love  can  be  quite  deadly. 

Catholic  bishops  now  presumably  warm  up  to 
gays  who  seek  to  be  repentant,  weak,  who  re¬ 
nounce  their  vice  and  prostrate  themselves  before 
their  Maker.  Instead  of  good  old-fashioned 
homosex,  (Christian)  love  is  all  they  need.  For  the 
rest  of  us,  who  are  proud,  unrepentant,  and  who 
don’t  give  a  damn,  the  Bishops  reserve  their  other 
form  of  love  —  the  denial  of  housing,  jobs, 
human  rights. 

Christian  hate,  a  la  Kill  a  Queer  for  Christ  un¬ 
packaged  and  undistilled  is  much  more  honest 
and  direct  than  all  this  love  bullshit.  Much  better 
that  our  Bishops  should,  like  many  of  us,  just 
Love  the  Sin  (which  a  lot  of  them  secretly  do  but 
won’t  admit)  and  hate  the  sinners,  which  is  only 
natural  considering  the  positions  some  of  the  sin¬ 
ners  take  (c/f  GCN  Vol.  12,  no.  10  News  Notes; 
Five  mid-Atlantic  chapters  of  Dignity,  dis¬ 
associating  themselves  from  NAMBLA  “because 
the  Catholic  church  can  use  NAMBLA  against 
us”). 

Love, 

S.H. 

Boston,  MA 


good  story,  bad 
headline 

Dear  GCN: 

I  wish  to  commend  Christine  Guilfoy  for  her 
fine  reporting  and  analysis  of  my  forced  resigna¬ 
tion  from  New  Ways  Ministry  (GCN,  Oct.  13). 
Her  in-depth  coverage  of  facts  and  reasons  far 
surpasses  the  articles  I  have  read  in  the  Catholic 
press  on  the  long-standing  controversy  between 
New  Ways  Ministry  and  Archbishop  Hickey  of 
Washington,  D.C. 

However,  I  voice  objection  to  the  sensational 
headline  given  her  excellent  coverage.  It  is  inac¬ 
curate  and  misleading  for  the  following  reasons: 

1 .  The  Vatican  did  not  “expel”  me  nor  my  col¬ 
league,  Fr.  Robert  Nugent.  This  leaves  the  false 
impression  that  I  am  no  longer  a  nun  and  that  Fr. 
Nugent  is  no  longer  a  priest.  1  am  still  very  much  a 
School  Sister  of  Notre  Dame  and  he,  a 
Salvatorian.  We  continue  in  gay  ministry  with  the 
full  support  of  our  religious  congregations, 
though  independently  of  New  Ways  Ministry. 

2.  We  are  not  a  “dissenting  nun  (and)  preist.” 
We  have  continually  sought  only  to  educate  the 
Christian  community  on  the  approaches  and  at¬ 
titudes  concerning  homosexuality.  We  dissent  on¬ 
ly  from  prejudice  and  a  lack  of  justice. 

Sincerely, 

Jeannine  Gramick,  SSND 
Brooklyn,  NY 


GCN  Job  Openings 

GCN  is  seeking  applicants  for  the  positions  of  News  Editor  and  Advertising  Manager 
to  begin  in  late  fall/early  winter. 

News  Editor:  Coordinate  the  news  department;  write  or  assign  to  other  staff  or 
volunteer  writers  articles  of  local  and  national/international  interest;  edit  news  copy; 
and  lay  out  news  pages  each  week.  Develop  and  expand  GCN' s  coverage  of  events  and 
issues  of  concern  to  gays  of  color.  Requirements:  Strong  writing  and  editing  skills; 
familiarity  with  gay/lesbian  issues;  and  knowledge  of  racial  and  ethnic  communities 
and  concerns. 

Advertising  Manager:  Solicit  and  obtain  revenue-producing  ads  and  develop 
strategies  for  increased  advertising.  Send  out  monthly  billings  and  conduct  follow-up 
on  delinquent  accounts.  Requirements:  Strong  organizational,  interpersonal,  and 
recordkeeping  skills.  Previous  sales  or  related  experience  helpful. 

Both  positions  require  a  commitment  to  gay  liberation,  feminism,  social  change, 
anti-racist  politics,  and  the  collective  decision-making  process. 

Annual  salary  for  both  positions  is  $7,800.  Benefits  include  fully  paid  health  in¬ 
surance,  three  weeks’  vacation,  unlimited  sfck  leave,  and  life  insurance.  To  apply, 
please  send  a  cover  letter  and  resume  to:  Gordon  Gottlieb,  Gay  Community  News,  167 
Tremont  Street05,  Boston,  MA  021 11.  Lesbians  and  gay  men  of  color  are  particularly 
encouraged  to  apply. 
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l)r.  Jonathan  I).  Stria 
Chiropractor 

Treatment  of:  Neck  and  shoulder  pain, 
Headaches,  Low  back  pain,  Bursitis,  Acute 
and  Chronic  Musculoskeletal  conditions 
resulting  from  occupational  stress  and 
nervous  tension. 

Evening  and  Saturday  Appts.  Available,  232-7200 

375  Harvard  St.,  Brookline,  MA 


Falling  Out  of  Love 

means  dealing  with  your  lover's  friends. . . 
finding  your  'single'  identity. . . 
mourning  the  past. .  .making  a  new  life. . . 
Help  is  available. 


MERRIMACK  VALLEY  COUNSELING  ASSOCIATES 
211  Broadway  • 

Methuen,  MA  01844  tel.  687-4383  •  . 


offices  in  Methuen  and  Boston 


SOUTHERN  JAMAICA  PLAIN 
HEALTH  CENTER 

affiliated  with  the  Brigham  &  Women's  Hospital 

•  Adult  Medicine  •  Pediatrics 

•  Obstetrics  &  Gynecology  •  Nutrition/WIC  Program 

•  Podiatry  •  Mental  Health 

•  Family  Alcoholism  Program 

Evening  hours,  convenient  to  public  trans. 

Sliding  scale  available,  all  health  insur.  accepted. 
Spanish  spoken. 

687  Centre  St.,  Jamaica  Plain  —  522-5900 


»|C 

DAVID 

L.  COLLINS,  C.L.U. 

Insurance  for  all  your  needs 

Suite  830 

Orleans  Shopping  Plaza 

50  Congress  Street 

E.  Orleans.  Mass.  02643 

Boston.  Mass.  02109 

1-800-352-3185 

Call 

Toll  Free  1-800-352-3185 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 

16  Haviland  St.,  Boston,  MA  02115  267-7573 

Mon.-Thurs.  9  am-9  pm  Fri.-Sal.  9  am-6  pm 
Wed.  6-8  pm  Walk-In  VD  Testing  &  Treatment 

Wednesday  Evenings  —  Cay  Men's  Sexually  Transmitted  Disease  Night 
By  Appointment  Only  —  as  of  Oct.  1,  1983 

Specialties  Include 

*  Internal  medicine,  infectious  disease,  dermatology,  hematology,  oncology,  minor 
surgery,  podiatry  (including  sports  medicine),  nutrition,  family  practice,  psychia¬ 
try,  infertility,  gynecology,  family  planning 

*  24  Hour  Emergency  On  Call  Service 

*  Open  to  all  regardless  of  residence 

*  Reasonable  fees;  Insurance  and  VISA/MasterCard  accepted 

13  YEARS  SERVING  THE  GAY/LESBIAN  COMMUNITY 
You  can  now  get  Hepatitis-B  screening  and  vaccine. 


WATERSHIP 

Relaxed  atmosphere  INN 

Central  location  - — 

Complimentary  continental  breakfast 

OFFSEASON  SPECIAL 

Stay  3  nights,  get  the  third  night  7  Winthrop  St. 
free  or  stay  a  week,  get  55%  off.  p.o.  Box  918 
Innkeepers:  Jim  Foss  Provincetown,  Mass.  02657 

Bob  Marcotte  (617)  487-0094 


I 


“The  Times  of  Harvey  Milk  ” 

Bringing  Circles  Together 


By  Jon-David  Nally 

1  am  from  Grand  Haven, 
Michigan,  but  I  could  easily  be  the 
boy  from  Altoona,  Pennsylvania 
that  Harvey  Milk  spoke  of  so 
many  times.  I  can  attest  to  the 
truth  of  his  metaphor:  that  steps 
taken  on  both  coasts  by  open  and 
proud  lesbian  and  gay  male  ac¬ 
tivists  had,  and  do  have,  a  strong 
effect  upon  the  heartland’s 
closeted. 

Attending  an  “in-progress 
documentary  on  Harvey  Milk 
screening’’  at  the  New  York  City 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Community  Ser¬ 
vices  Center  in  July,  1984  brought 
forth  a  stream  of  tearful,  joyful, 
mournful  and  angry  memories 
connected  with  Milk’s  murder  and 
the  “trial”  of  his-  murderer. 
Memories  long  since  buried  came 
back  with  a  vivid  vengeance  while 
staring  agawk  at  the  monitor  — 
looking  and  listening  as  people 
such  as  Anne  Kronenberg,  Sally 
Gearhart  and  a  straight  Teamsters’ 
official  recounted  their  times  with 
Harvey  Milk  through  his  suc¬ 
cessive  and  finally  successful  cam¬ 
paigns  for  the  San  Francisco 
Board  of  Supervisors  and  his  ac¬ 
tion  against  California  Proposi¬ 
tion  6,  the  infamous  Briggs  In¬ 
itiative. 


day,  I  had  watched  the  election 
returns  w-ith  others  on  my  dorm 
floor.  Eating  popcorn  with  floor 
neighbors  —  they  were  primarily 
concerned  with  the  Michigan 
referendum  to  raise  the  drinking 
age  to  21  —  I  waited  nervously  for 
the  results  on  the  Briggs’  Initiative, 
although  I  had  been  encouraged 
by  denunciations  of  it  by  such 
“luminaries”  as  Ronald  Reagan 
and  James  Earl  Carter.  Earlier 
that  day,  the  graduate  advisor  in 
my  dorm,  a  Californian,  assured 
me  that  she  had  voted  against  6  by 
absentee  ballot.  Whether  CBS 
projected  or  just  announced  the 
defeat  of  6,  I  do  not  remember. 
What  1  do  remember  is  jumping  up 
and  down  —  screaming  for  joy! 

Recently,  while  looking  in  a 
photograph  album,  I  discovered  a 
picture  of  myself  from  that  period. 
I  was  a  smiling,  proud  19-year-old 
in  a  toga.  Taken  at  my  fraternity’s 
toga  party,  it  showed  me  standing 
in  a  hallway;  emblazoned  on  my 
toga  was  NO  ON  6,  which  I 
remember  raised  questions  among 
my  fraternity  brothers  at  the  party. 
Though  1  had  always  been  political 
(at  age  1 1  1  wrote  letters  against  the 
Viet  Nam  War  to  Melvin  Laird) 
my  coming  out  at  the  age  of  19  ad- 


for  my  grief;  it  festered  till  May. 
Until  the  night  of  righteous  anger 
after  the  hand-slapping  verdict  of 
the  twinkie  killer,  I  never  really 
dealt  with  the  vulnerability  that 
Harvey’s  death  made  me  feel  — 
the  loss  of  a  fighter  for  the  gay,  les¬ 
bian  and  other  disenfranchised 
communities  who  wasn’t  above  us¬ 
ing  old  political  games  to  get  what 
we  needed. 

When  1  found  out  the  punish¬ 
ment  that  Dan  White  received,  I 
was  so  fucking  angry  that  when  1 
saw  the  headline  in  the  MSU  State 
News  about  the  gay  riot  and  the 
wirephoto  of  a  row  of  burning 
police  cars,  I  felt  relieved  and  even 
proud,  though  1  don’t  like  the  idea 
of  violence.  Many  of  my  gay 
friends  on  campus  were  happy 
about  the  way  “those  queens  in 
San  Francisco  showed  the 
breeders.”  The  day  that 
newspaper  came  out,  1  got  a  lot  of 
looks  from  people  in  my  dorm 
cafeteria.  Although  it  does  seem 
strange  now,  my  roommate  and  I 
walked  right  past  them  with  our 
heads  held  very  high.  During  the 
summer  of  1982  when  1  read 
Shilts’  The  Mayor  of  Castro 
Street,  the  wounds  opened  up 
again,  and  my  friend  had  to  listen 


Harvey  Milk  and  George  Moscone 


As  can  many  gay  men  active  in 
the  movement,  I  remember  exactly 
where  1  was  when  I  found  out  that 
Harvey  Milk  and  Mayor  Moscone 
were  killed:  1  was  sitting  asleep  in 
the  Michigan  State  University’s 
Lesbian/Gay  Council  office  on 
campus.  It  was  my  sophomore 
year;  the  person  who  told  me  was 
Dan  Jones,  at  that  time  serving  as 
MSU’s  first  openly  gay  student 
body  president.  Leaving  the  film 
screening  with  a  neighborhood 
friend  numb  and  drained  by  the 
documentary’s  reawakening 
within  me,  I  remembered  that  I 
had  pulled  an  all-nighter  in  order 
to  hand  in  a  term  paper  1  hadn’t 
started  until  1:30  or  2  a.m.  1  was 
catching  up  on  my  zzz’s  when  Dan 
woke  me  and  passed  on  the  news. 

Filtering  through  an  exhausted 
haze,  the  news  was  hard  to  com¬ 
prehend  but  it  sank  in  that  fall  day 
in  1978  as  I  walked  to  lunch.  Not 
only  did  the  fact  that  Harvey’s 
death  meant  absolutely  nothing  to 
the  straights  bother  me,  but  that  a 
gay  frat  man  whom  I  sat  with  in 
the  cafeteria  had  no  idea  who 
Harvey  even  was  jolted  me... out 
of  a  daze  into  anger.  The  gay  frat 
talked  endlessly  about  the  Grand 
Rapids  bars  we  had  been  to  during 
Thanksgiving  weekend  for  brief 
respites  from  our  respective 
families.  As  he  recounted  new 
disco  songs  he  thought  “hot,”  1 
sat  glazed  listening  to  gibberish  I 
felt  grossly  trivial. 

Less  than  a  month  before  that 


ded  a  whole  neVv  dimension  to  my 
politics:  1  embraced  the  gay  move¬ 
ment  with  a  fervor  approaching 
that  of  an  anti-Semitic  monk  dur¬ 
ing  the  Spanish  Inquisition.  I  emo¬ 
tionally  told  the  questioners  what 
Initiative  6  was  all  about,  to  their 
discomfort.  After  the  election 
results  came  in,  some  of  my  frater¬ 
nity  brothers  congratulated  me  on 
the  defeat  of  the  Briggs  Initiative 
as  if  it  had  been  a  personal  victory. 

And  1  guess  it  was,  in  a  way,  a 
personal  victory.  Friends  and  ac¬ 
quaintances,  who  never  would 
have  thought  about  the  issue  of 
persecution  of  lesbians  and  gay 
men,  had  that  oppression  made 
clear  to  fhem  because  my  rantings 
and  ravings  about  the  Briggs  In¬ 
itiative  pushed  on  them  —  the  way 
the  proposition  would  ultimately 
push  into  the  lives  of  ten  percent  of 
the  American  population.  Of 
greater  importance  was  the  hope 
that  victory  gave  to  those  closeted 
and  who  would  later  come  out.  In¬ 
directly,  my  recognition  of  the 
issue  and  the  recognition  of  many 
others  was  due  to  the  scrappiness 
of  Harvey  Milk,  Sally  Gearhart 
and  legions  of  exhausted  activists. 

Sally  Gearhart’s  perspective  in 
the  documentary  about  her  ex¬ 
periences  relating  to  Harvey  was 
all  the  more  poignant  for  me 
because  I  didn’t  have  the 
candlelight  parade  that  she  talked 
about:  a  candlelight  procession  of 
many  mourning  thousands. ..and 
not  just  gays.  I  had  no  real  outlet 


constantly  to  my  outrages  at  the 
details  of  Dan  White’s  trial. 

Ironically,  the  narration  for  the 
documentary  was  done  by  another 
gay,  Jewish  New  Yorker  named 
Harvey.  Harvey  Milk  had  said 
something  like  “let  the  bullets  that 
rip  through  my  brain,  rip  through 
every  closet  door  in  the  nation.” 
The  other  Harvey,  Harvey  Fier- 
stein,  whose  zany  and  affirming 
self  is  in  many  ways  similar  to 
Harvey  Milk’s,  has  acted  like^one 
big  bullet  that  has  hit  through 
America’s  heartland  with  his  ap¬ 
pearances  in  the  mainsteam  media. 
The  last  time  I  was  ever  moved  to 
tears  by  some  aspect  of  gay  culture 
was  when  1  saw  Harvey  Fierstein 
—  almost  four  years  to  the  day 
after  Milk’s  assassination  —  in 
Torch  Song  Trilogy.  The  tears  I 
cried  were  not  only  tears  about  the 
violence  and  the  queerbashing  and 
lack  of  life  validation  which  the 
play  addressed  but  also  tears  of  , 
relief  and  tears  of  affirmation: 
Fierstein’s  tapestry  exuded  our 
right  to  be.  The  recognition  that 
Torch  Song  and  La  Cage  afforded 
Fierstein  allowed  him  into  the 
homes  of  millions  who  could  see  a 
real  live  gay  man  not  cowering,  but 
rather  living  his  life  the  way  he  is 
with  no  apologies.  That  this  other 
Harvey  who  picked  up  where  Milk 
left  off  —  reaching  many  more 
boys  in  Altoona  and  Okemos, 

Continued  on  page  12 


I'll 


Cincy 


London 


Gay  Community  News,  November  3,  1984  •  Page  7 


Continued  from  page  1 

“I’m  all  for  education,  but  tak¬ 
ing  a  position  on  three  entirely  dif¬ 
ferent  issues  is  very  devisive  and 
quite  often  counter-productive,” 
Wilson  told  GCN. 

“Self-righteous  stands,”  said 
McNee,  a  geography  professor  at 
the  University  of  Cincinnati, 
“cannot  substitute  for  in-depth 
research  and  sharing  of  informa¬ 
tion  on  long-taboo  topics.” 

North  told  GCN  she’s  not 
unhappy  about  any  confusion 
over  the  amendment’s  meaning. 
“My  point  was  not  to  argue  the 
age  of  consent,  but  to  get  a  state¬ 
ment,  a  stand,”  she  said. 

In  Ohio,  persons  15  years  and 
older,  with  a  few  exceptions,  may 
give  their  consent  to  sex,  regardless 
of  the  age  or  sexual  preference  of 
older  partners. 

Rosie’s 

Continued  from  page  3 
and  clothing  dispensed.  In  addi¬ 
tion,  there  would  be  music  and 
reading  rooms,  and  landscaping 
would  be  done  to  provide  play 
areas,  gardens  and  a  parking  area. 

The  building  damaged  by  fire  at 
1662  Washington  is  being 
rehabilitated  and  will  become  a 
fifteen-bed  lodging  house  for 
eleven  former  shelter  guests  and 
two  to  four  residential  staff.  This 
building  will  provide  continuous 
affordable  housing  for  homeless 
women.  Rosie’s  currently  operates 
a  triple  decker  house  in  Dorchester 
which  provides  long  term  housing 
for  a  family  and  six  former  guests 
of  the  shelter. 

Since  its  founding  in  1974, 
Rosie’s  has  functioned  as  an  in¬ 
dependent,  grassroots,  non- 
institutional  shelter  and  has  sup¬ 
ported  itself  through  private 
sources,  avoiding  city,  state  and 
federal  funding.  It  is  largely 
volunteer  run,  although  eight  paid 
staff  members  handle  the  book¬ 
keeping  and  fundraising,  as  well 
as  food  and  volunteer  coordina¬ 
tion  and  advocacy  programs. 
One  hundred  and  twenty 
volunteers  associated  with  the 
shelter  perform  a  variety  of  tasks 
including  staffing  the  shelter  over¬ 
night. 


Continued  from  page  1 

they’ve  been  gathering.” 

Hegarty  said  the  bookshop  has 
ceased  to  order  imported  books, 
since  it  seems  that  any  shipment 
from  the  U.S.  will  be  detained  as  a 
matter  of  course.  Workers  order 
from  United  Kingdom  publishing 
houses  only,  and  while  this  stunts 
the  range  of  stock,  it’s  less  of  a 
problem  than  it  would  have  been 
two  years  ago.  Hegarty  attributed 
that  to  publishers  “catching  on  to 
the  pink  pound”  and  publishing 
more  openly  gay  and  lesbian 
books. 

Gay’s  the  Word  staff,  its  board 
of  directors  and  supporters  will 
continue  to  fight  the  Customs  and 
Excise  department.  A  Defend 
Gay’s  the  Word  Campaign  has 
begun  to  raise  much-needed  funds 
and  to  organize  protest  actions. 
Hegarty  reported  that  about  6000 
pounds  has  been  raised  to  date, 
but  that  amount  falls  fall  short  of 
the  100,000  pounds  he  estimates 
will  be  needed  to  see  the  legal  bat¬ 
tle  to  a  close.  To  contribute,  send 
donations  to  The  Director/Defend 
Gay’s  the  Word  Campaign/38, 
Mount  Pleasant/  London  WC1X 
OAP/  United  Kingdom. 

—  filed  from  Boston 

Jacques 

Continued  from  page  3 
proved  quality  of  life.” 

Quinlan  said  the  residents  and 
the  bar’s  management  should  “be 
able  to  sit  down. ..and  say  we  have 
a  neighborhood  we  all  want  to 
make  safe  and  what  are  we  going 
to  do  about  it?”  Instead,  Quinlan 
said,  the  residents  are  “using 
police  and  enforcement  methods 
to  eliminate  that  business.” 


GCN  BUTTONS 

$1.00  (includes  postage  &  handling) 

Send  check  or  money  order  to 
GCN  Buttons,  167  Tremont  St. 
Boston,  MA  021 1 1 


AMAZON/ADONIS  III 
POWERLIFTING  MEET 
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Donor  Insemination: 


By  Nancy  A. F.  Longer 

C  arol  and  Rose  are  lesbians.  Nearing  30,  both  had  wanted  children.  Carol,  pessimistic  about  finding  a  woman 
with  whom  to  parent,  had  begun  to  consider  single  motherhood:  “I  hestitated  only  because  I  saw  so  many  single 
mothers  around  me  who  were  struggling  with  the  responsibility.  I  wasn’t  sure  I  could  make  it  alone.” 

R<LSe->-»e,uS’  "  'th  every  k‘rthday  1  heard  my  biological  clock  ticking  louder.  I  thought  to  myself  —  when’s  it 
gonna  e.  en  Carol  and  Rose  found  each  other,  it  was  a  kind  of  epiphany.  They  celebrated  their  relationship 
VN  it  a  party,  a  hilarious,  crowded  evening  in  which  music  throbbed,  a  wredding  cake  with  two  grooms  on  it  was  cut, 
and  a  champagne  cork  Hew  through  a  window  and  descended  16  floors  to  the  street.  “We  exchanged  earrings  instead 
of  rings,”  laughs  Rose. 

They  had  already  decided  to  have  children  through  donor  insemination.  Their  first  child,  Jamie,  was  born  in 
1982.  “I  was  always  daydreaming  about  having  children  when  I  was  a  teenager.  1  felt  I  had  a  lot  to  give  a  child  and  I 
did  a  lot  of  babysitting  for  free,”  remembers  Carol.  “But  in  my  fantasies  there  was  never  a  husband.” 

Carol  and  Rose  are  part  of  a  growing  number  of  lesbians  choosing  motherhood  through  alternative  fertilization 
—  what  used  to  be  called  artificial  insemination.  There’s  actually  little  “artificial”  about  the  method.  The  semen, 
the  sperm  and  egg  cells  are  all  verifiably  real.  And  the  method  is  not  a  new  one.  An  estimated  300,000  babies  have 
been  born  through  alternative  fertilization  since  World  War  II. 

What  is  new'  are  the  kinds  of  women  utilizing  this  method  of  conception;  increasingly  women  outside  the  tradi¬ 
tional  nuclear  family  —  unmarried  heterosexual  women  and  lesbians,  both  in  couples  and  singly,  have  sought  access 
to  insemination  services.  In  1982  the  Feminist  Women’s  Health  Center  Sperm  Bank  in  Oakland,  Calif,  officially 
brought  the  practice  out  of  the  closet  in  the  Bay  Area.  So  far,  approximately  one-fourth  of  its  230  recipients  —  and 
one  third  of  its  50  callers  a  day  —  have  been  gay  women. 

Aside  from  these  sperm-bank  statistics,  no  one  is  guessing  at  the  number  of  do-it-yourselfers  considering  home 
insemination.  As  a  plethora  of  women’s  publications  have  explained,  the  procedure  is  simple.  The  donor  ejaculates 
into  a  small,  clean  jar;  then  his  semen  is  transferred  to  a  woman’s  vagina  via  an  eye  dropper,  a  diaphragm,  or  a  baster. 
But  if  the  mechanics  of  home  insemination  are  simple  and  economical,  the  legal  repercussions  can  become  com¬ 
plicated.  Sperm  banks  and  private  doctors  provide  more  clear-cut  legal  protections,  though  they  often  present  other 
problems  as  well. 

Many  infertility  clinics  only  offer  services  to  married  women,  and  require  proof  of  a  spouse’s  infertility.  Or, 
they  may  work  with  single  women,  but  draw  the  line  at  known  lesbians.  Doctors  often  prove  skittish  when  asked  by 
lesbians  to  perform  the  service,  even  if  they  sympathize  with  the  request.  In  Georgia,  for  example,  a  state  statute 
makes  it  a  felony  for  an  insemination  to  be  performed  without  a  doctor.  And  to  comply  with  the  law  a  husband’s 
consent  is  required  in  writing.  There  is  no  provision  for  unmarried  women. 

“The  statutes  vary  from  state  to  state,”  says  Abby  Rubenfeld,  managing  attorney  at  Lambda  Legal  Defense  in 
New  York.  “The  reason  many  w  omen  prefer  using  a  doctor  is  to  secure  custody  of  their  child.  In  some  states  if  an  in¬ 
semination  is  performed  by  a  doctor,  the  donor  has  no  grounds  to  sue  for  custody.  Without  the  use  of  an  official 
medical  intermediary,  someone  may  allege  the  child  was  actually  conceived  through  intercourse.” 

Doctors  can  charge  from  $25-$100  for  each  insemination,  making  the  service  extremely  expensive,  particularly 
since  most  women  attempt  conception  up  to  three  times  a  month  and  generally  take  between  six  months  and  two 
years  to  succeed.  Joann,  finishing  her  Ph.D.  in  Economics  at  Yale,  has  been  trying  to  get  pregnant  for  two  years.  “I 
had  this  dumb  idea,”  she  says.  “I  thought  that  after  I  had  gone  to  all  the  trouble  of  planning  for  my  pregnancy  so 
carefully,  of  finding  a  donor,  or  working  out  co-parenting  agreements  with  my  lover,  and  all  the  rest,  that  I’d  get 
pregnant  within  a  few  weeks.”  Infertility  affects  one  out  of  every  six  American  couples,  according  to  Lori  Andrews, 
author  of  New  Conceptions,  a  1984  book  on  new  reproductive  technologies  published  by  St.  Martin’s  Press.  There  is 
every  reason  to  suspect  the  numbers  for  lesbians  are  as  high. 

When  Joann  began  inseminating  in  1982  she  suffered  an  ectopic  pregnancy  —  a  serious  condition  resulting 
when  the  fertilized  ovum  does  not  travel  to  the  uterus,  but  remains  in  the  fragile  fallopian  tubes.  “We  really  weren’t 
prepared  to  go  through  something  like  that,”  reflects  Joanne.  “But  I  think  the  experience  —  whether  it’s  miscar¬ 
riage,  or  stillbirth,  or  infertility,  or  whatever,  makes  you  remember  you’re  a  woman.  In  some  ways,  I  feel  a  lot  closer 
to  the  straight  women  in  my  fertility  support  group  than  1  do  to  the  lesbian  women  who  know  nothing  about  my 
situation.” 

Beyond  the  normal  complications  pregnancy  can  bring  is  an  added  worry:  gender.  Some  lesbian  women  feel 
strongly  they  want  a  girl;  others  say  they  prefer  a  boy  child  or  don’t  care.  But  regardless  of  whether  they  have  a 
preference,  the  outcome  is  fraught  with  meaning  outside  the  ordinary.  Karen,  a  34-year-old  single  parent  and  lesbian 
from  Madison,  Wise.,  just  had  a  baby  boy  through  planned  intercourse  with  a  gay  male  friend. 

“The  first  thing  everyone  asked  me  when  I  was  pregnant  was  ‘how’.  The  next  thing  they  asked  was  what  did  1 
want,  a  girl  or  a  boy.  They  always  had  this  smirk  on  their  face  when  they  asked  me  that.  There  was  like  this  assump¬ 
tion,  in  and  outside  of  the  lesbian  community,  that  lesbians  are  man-haters.”  Mothers  of  boys  worry  that  their 
children  will  not  be  easily  assimilated  into  their  women-centered  lives,  or  that  friends  will  be  hostile.  “Let’s  face  it,” 
says  Karen,  “there’s  been  little  support  for  lesbian  mothers,  period,  in  the  women’s  community.  And  these  rules 
about  not  bringing  boys  to  events  and  restricting  ages  and  so  on  are  absurd.  I  mean,  what  are  you  supposed  to  do  — 
bring  the  girls  and  leave  the  boys  at  home?  And  exactly  where  are  all  those  politically  correct  women  suggesting  we 
get  child  care  for  all  these  boys  that  have  to  stay  at  home  whenever  their  mothers  need  to  go  out  and  socialize  with 
other  lesbians?” 

According  to  CoEvolution  magazine,  an  estimated  20  percent  of  lesbians  have  children  by  previous  marriage, 
arranged  intercourse,  or  insemination.  Curiously,  about  70  percent  of  sperm-bank  children  turn  out  to  be  boys.  Ex¬ 
perts  explain,  the  odds  of  male-producing  sperm  are  enhanced  by  the  freezing  process  used  to  preserve  semen.  Some 
women,  whether  inseminating  at  home  or  with  a  doctor,  use  techniques  thought  to  enhance  chances  of  conceiving 
either  a  boy  or  a  girl  based  on  different  characteristics  of  male-producing  and  female-producing  sperm.  Female 
sperm  are  slower  swimmers,  longer  lived,  and  do  better  in  an  acid  environment  than  male  sperm,  which  are  faster, 
short-lived,  and  prefer  an  alkaline  environment.  Hence,  the  chances  for  girls  are  increased  by  vinegar  douches  to  the 
proper  pH,  placing  the  sperm  near  the  opening  of  the  vagina,  and  inseminating  slightly  before  ovulation.  Another 
curious  helpful  hint:  only  orgasm  around  the  time  of  insemination  if  you  want  a  boy,  since  vaginal  sweating 
(lubricants),  the  result  of  female  sexual  excitement,  creates  a  more  alkaline  environment. 

In  addition  to  these  questions,  lesbians  choosing  motherhood  through  alternative  fertilization  raise  additional 
social  and  political  concerns.  Within  the  larger  heterosexual  community,  the  practice  of  lesbians  utilizing  alternative 
fertilization  is  becoming  increasingly  known.  And  many  new  mothers  fear  a  backlash  which  will  restrict  the  practice 
or  interfere  with  custody.  “Everyone  I  know  who’s  had  kids  through  donor  insemination  is  paranoid  about  publici¬ 
ty,”  says  one  woman.  Her  partner  adds,  “My  worst  fear  is  that  the  right  wing  movements  in  this  country  are  going  to 
target  us,  and  try  to  take  our  kids  away.  It’s  a  Falwellian  nightmare,  but  I  think  it’s  possible.”  After  a  London 
newspaper  published  a  story  of  lesbian  insemination  in  1978,  there  was  a  public  uproar  that  eventually  reached 
Parliament.  Legislative  efforts  to  have  the  practice  outlawed  there  were  defeated. 


Last  year,  when  the  Lesbian  Rights  Project  (LRP)  in  San  Francisco  organized  a  major  conference  on  donor  in¬ 
semination  on  the  West  Coast,  the  Oakland  Tribune,  a  comparatively  liberal  paper,  ran  a  sensationalistic  story  the 
next  day.  It  was  somewhat  unpleasant  for  the  mother  who  spoke  at  our  press  conference,”  remembers  Roberta 
Achtenberg,  staff  attorney  for  LRP.  Her  picture  was  on  the  front  page  of  the  Sunday  section,  and  the  story  indicated 
that  she  had  had  a  child  through  donor  insemination.  The  man  who  wrote  the  article  represented  her  method  of  con¬ 
ception  as  terribly  abnormal  instead  of  as  a  phenomenon  that  is  occurring  more  and  more  frequently  among  unmar¬ 
ried  women  in  general,  and  lesbians  in  particular.” 

What  professionals  call  AID  children  (artificial  insemination  by  donor)  have  been  termed  “turkey  baster 
children  by  the  mainstream  media.  It  is  a  term  that  has  come  to  have  strongly  pejorative  connotations  for  some. 
Comments  Cheri  Pies,  a  social  worker  who  has  led  many  workshops  on  the  West  Coast  for  lesbians  considering 
children:  “First  of  all,  hopefully  the  women  [who  choose  donor  insemination]  feel  good  about  that  choice,  and  that 
gets  transferred  to  the  child,  regardless  of  what  society  says.  For  all  children  there’s  something  in  their  life  that  makes 
them  different,  that  makes  it  hard  for  them.  If  it  wasn’t  having  a  lesbian  mom,  or  being  born  through  alternative  fer¬ 
tilization,  it  would  be  something  else.  All  of  us  if  we  think  back  have  had  something  difficult  to  deal  with  as 
children.” 

Choosing  children  has  occasioned  controversy  within  the  lesbian  community  as  well.  Some  say  the  practice  is  a 
reflection  of  a  society  increasingly  obsessed  with  women  as  mothers.  Others  charge  that  formerly  politically  involved 
women  will  find  motherhood  and  activism  incompatible.  Then  there  are  concerns  raised  about  how  accessible  such 
services  really  are.  In  contrast  to  charges  that  lesbian  insemination  is  a  white,  middle-class  trend,  those  involved  in 
underground  insemination  services  point  to  the  racial  and  ethnic  diversity  of  women  who  come  to  them  for  help. 
They  suggest,  however,  that  middle-class  women  are  more  able  to  afford  professional  services  throughout  the  pro¬ 
cess  —  those  of  doctors  and  lawyers  — -  and  that  they  are  more  apt  to  be  visible  to  the  media. 

Another  economic  factor  to  be  reckoned  with  is  the  simple  cost  of  child  rearing.  Analysts  have  put  that  figure  as 
high  as  $250,000  for  the  care  of  a  child  through  age  21.  Rebecca  Ghalker,  active  on  the  West  Coast  in  the  early  days 
of  lesbians  self-inseminating,  comments:  “That  figure  is  totally  ridiculous.  It  really  doesn’t  have  to  cost  that  much  — 
unless  you’re  at  the  level  economically  where  you  send  your  child  to  Harvard.  Women  have  to  avoid  the  middle-class 
“baby  as  consumer”  syndrome  that  people  get  trapped  in.”  Parents  have  a  great  deal  of  control  over  how  family 
money  is  spent,  continues  Chalker.  She  points  out  how  dramatically  the  actual  cost  of  raising  a  child  varies  according 
to,  among  other  things,  one’s  own  consumer  values,  geographic  locale,  lifestyle,  and  what  is  perceived  as  important 
by  parents  for  healthy  child  development.  “Personally  I  think  a  lot  of  consumerism  is  really  destructive  to  children,” 
adds  Chalker.  “I  don’t  expect  I’ll  ever  let  my  kids  watch  TV,  for  example.” 

But  many  lesbian  mothers,  regardless  of  the  method  of  conception,  face  enormous  economic  hurdles.  And 
women  find  themselves  needing  public  support  —  AFDC,  food  stamps,  unemployment  insurance  and  so  on  —  can 
expect  little  government  help.  A  revealing  note  on  the  current  state  of  affairs  with  reference  to  women  and  children: 
in  1983  the  Reagan  administration  cut  $1.46  billion  from  child  nutrition  programs  (WIC)  but  found  $1.4  million  to 
provide  for  the  pets  of  military  personnel  and  $5  million  for  the  military’s  “servant  program.” 

Obtaining  quality  pre-  and  post-natal  care  may  also  be  difficult  for  poorer  lesbians,  a  reality  that  has  serious  im¬ 
plications:  currently  there  are  more  than  1 1  deaths  per  1,000  live  births,  and  that  number  is  nearly  twice  as  large  for 
black  infants.  Ten  million  babies  now  suffer  a  host  of  diseases  and  malnutrition  due  to  shoddily  manufactured  in¬ 
fant  formula  marketed,  primarily,  to  the  poor.  And  most  lesbian  mothers  of  older  children  face  difficulties  paying 
for  routine  health  care:  one  in  six  children  in  the  U.S.  gets  no  medical  care  at  all;  18  million  children  have  never  seen  a 
dentist. 

Another  worry  focuses  on  the  question:  what  happens  when  couples  who  decide  to  co-parent  break  up?  In  at  least 
one  case  —  the  Loftin  case  —  women  unable  to  resolve  differences  of  opinion  after  “divorce”  have  gone  to  the 
state  to  get  the  matter  legally  decided.  The  Loftin  case  drew  national  attention  to  the  practice  of  alternative  fertiliza-  • 
tion  among  lesbians.  In  a  recent  ruling,  Alameda  County  Superior  Court  Judge  Demetrius  Agretelis  ruled  that  Linda 
Loftin  may  seek  visitation  rights  with  respect  to  the  child  of  Mary  Flournoy,  her"ex-lover. 

The  couple  had  decided  to  have  a  child  after  being  united  in  a  1977  church  ceremony.  Loftin’s  brother  donated 
sperm  so  that  Flournoy  could  bear  a  child  who  was  given  the  family  name  Loftin,  with  Linda  Loftin  listed  as  the 
“father”  on  the  birth  certificate.  The  couple  separated  in  1980  with  Loftin  making  voluntary  support  payments  for 
the  child.  But  Mary  Flournoy  denied  visitation  rights  to  her.  The  judge  held  that  Loft'in  was  a  psychological  parent  of 
the  child  and  entitled  to  seek  visitation  rights.  Another  widely  publicized  case  involved  a  gay  man  who  had  acted  as  a 
donor  and  subsequently  sued  for  custody  and  visitation  as  the  legal  father.  The  child  involved  was  in  the  habit  of  call¬ 
ing  the  donor  “the  donut,”  an  amusing  footnote  to  what  had  been  an  ordeal  for  all  involved. 

“Lesbians  choosing  motherhood  through  donor  insemination  need  information  on  the  legal  and  health  aspects 
of  this  method  of  conception,  ’  comments  Abby  Rubenfeld.  “Lesbians  considering  donor  insemination  should 
recognize  that  how  they  obtain  a  donor  and  how  they  manage  the  insemination  —  through  a  doctor  or  at  home  — 
can  have  life-long  repercussions  on  their  rights  as  a  parent  and  the  rights  of  their  child.  There  are  legal  steps  women 
can  take  to  protect  themselves  from  possible  custody  battles.” 

In  response  to  the  needs  for  dialogue  and  information  among  lesbian  parents,  prospective  parents  and  in¬ 
semination  practitioners,  a  major  conference  entitled  Lesbians  Choosing  Motherhood  will  be  held  in  New  York  City 
on  Saturday,  November  17.  A  similar  conference,  only  scantily  publicized,  held  last  year  on  the  West  Coast,  at¬ 
tracted  over  450  women.  “We  had  to  turn  a  lot  of  women  away,”  remembers  Achtenberg,  who  was  one  of  the  con¬ 
ference  organizers.  “Women  were  very  anxious  to  get  the  information.” 

Achtenberg,  a  national  expert  on  the  legal  implications  of  donor  insemination,  will  be  giving  a  keynote  address  at 
the  Lesbians  Choosing  Motherhood  conference.  Cheri  Pies,  also  an  organizer  for  the  West  Coast  conference  and  the 
author  of  a  workbook  on  the  topic,  will  address  the  common  difficulties  and  rewards  experienced  by  mothers 
through  alternative  fertilization.  Medical,  economic,  and  political  concerns  will  be  shared  as  well.  Lesbian  mothers 
will  discuss  topics  as  diverse  and  controversial  as:  problems  of  infertility;  being  a  pregnant  lesbian  in  the  lesbian 
“community”;  amniocentesis;  miscarriage;  boy  children  and  girl  children;  paying  for  insemination  through  doctors 
vs.  utilizing  at-home  methods,  and  much  more. 

Comments  Pat  Maher  of  the  New  York  City  Office  of  Gay  and  Lesbian  Health  Concerns  and  an  organizer  for 
the  November  conference:  “Of  course,  other  methods  of  parenting  children  —  for  example,  adopting  and  foster 
parenting  —  need  to  be  examined  as  well.  This  conference  is  the  first  step  in  a  community  process  of  sharing  infor¬ 
mation.”  All  lesbian  mothers  —  regardless  of  the  method  of  conception  —  share  the  task  of  parenting.  The  con¬ 
ference  is  open  to  all  who  are  interested  in  discussing  the  topic  and  networking  with  like-minded  others,  or  who  may 
find  themselves  providing  services  to  women  who  choose  motherhood  through  alternative  fertilization. 

The  Lesbians  Choosing  Motherhood  Conference  will  be  held  at  New  York  University,  566  La  Guardia  Place,  in  the 
Loeb  Student  Center,  from  9  a.m.  to  4:30  p.m.,  November  17.  To  register,  or  for  more  information,  call  Lambda 
Legal  Defense  and  Education  Fund  at  (212)  944-9488. 
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a  legal  summary 


By  Donna  Hitchens 

Artificial  insemination  by  donor  has  been  in  use  for 
over  fifty  years.  It  has  been  utilized  predominantly  by 
doctors  working  with  infertile  married  couples.  The  little 
law  that  exists  on  the  topic  is  usually  limited  to  that  situa¬ 
tion.  Simply  stated,  laws  governing  parent-child  rela¬ 
tionships  and  donor  insemination  vary  from  state  to 
state.  Some  states  have  laws  that  only  cover  instances 
whre  semen  is  given  to  a  doctor  but  say  nothing  about 
cases  in  which  a  donor  gives  his  semen  directly  to  a 
woman  who  wishes  to  become  pregnant.  In  some  states 
the  law  only  applies  to  married  women  and  is  silent 
about  single  women  who  conceive  through  donor  in¬ 
semination. 

Recently  hundreds  of  lesbians  and  a  few  gay  men 
have  chosen  to  become  parents  through  donor  insemina¬ 
tion.  Often  they  have  been  uncertain  about  their  legal 
rights  and  responsibilities.  Their  central  legal  question 
— -  will  the  sperm  donor  be  considered  the  father  of  a 
child  conceived  with  the  use  of  his  sperm?  If  he  is  deter¬ 
mined  to  be  the  father  he  will  be  responsible  for  the 
child’s  financial  support  and  will  be  entitled  to  all  the 
rights  usually  conferred  on  fathers,  such  as  equal  right  to 
custody  or  regular  visitation. 

Such  rights  and  responsibilities  will  affect 
mother(s),  child  and  sperm  donor  for  the  rest  of  their 
lives.  For  this  reason  it’s  esential  that  lesbians  who 
choose  to  conceive  through  donor  insemination  and  gay 
men  who  agree  to  become  sperm  donors  have  as  much 
legal  information  at  hand  as  possible. 

Presented  below  are  legal  issues  that  may  arise  when 
a  lesbian  chooses  to  conceive  through  donor  insemina¬ 
tion  or  a  gay  man  decides  to  become  a  sperm  donor. 

Will  the  donor  be  a  father? 

Most  lesbians  who  decide  to  have  a  child  do  not 
.wish  the  donor  to  be  identified  as  the  father  or  be  involv¬ 
ed  in  the  child’s  life.  Some  lesbians  and  gay  men, 
however,  have  decided  to  jointly  parent.  This  decision 
must  be  made  prior  to  conception  and  with  the  under¬ 
standing  that,  legally  speaking,  there  can  be  no  such 
thing  as  a  father  with  limited  rights  and  responsibilities. 
If  the  donor  is  acknowledged  as  the  father  of  the  child, 
he  can  be  sued  for  increased  child  support  and  held 
responsible  for  certain  kinds  of  medical  and  educational 
expenses.  In  addition,  he  can  sue  for  custody,  increased 
visitation,  etc.  This  will  be  true  even  if  the  mother  and 
donor  have  a  written  agreement  that  attempts  to  limit  the 
donor’s  paternal  rights  and  responsibilities.  If  the 
mother  has  a  partner  who  is  also  a  primary  parent  to  the 
child,  her  rights  will  be  considered  secondary  to  those  of 
an  unidentified  father.  For  example,  if  the  biological 
mother  dies,  the  father  would  have  a  greater  right  to 
custody  than  the  mother’s  partner. 

Selecting  a  donor 

Once  the  decision  is  made  about  what  relationship, 
if  any,  the  donor  will  have  with  the  child,  the  next  step 
involves  selecting  the  donor  method.  A  number  of 
methods  are  available,  each  of  which  has  its  own  benefits 
and  weaknesses. 

Using  a  sperm  bank  or  medical  facility,  although 
very  impersonal,  provides  the  best  legal  protection  for 
those  who  do  not  want  the  donor  to  be  considered  the 
child’s  father.  The  donor  is  this  situation  is  usually  total¬ 
ly  anonymous.  The  method  is  expensive  and  usually 
means  that  neither  the  mother(d)  nor  the  child  will  ever 
be  able  to  discover  the  donor’s  identity. 

Using  a  known  donor  has  a  number  of  obvious 
benefits  in  terms  of  the  mother’s  control  over  the  pro¬ 
cess.  However,  it  is  usually  accompanied  by  the  risk  that 
the  donor  will  see  and  know  the  child  and  may  want  to 
become  known  as  the  child’s  father.  There  has  been  at 
least  one  case  where  a  known  donor  won  a  paternity  suit 
against  the  mother.  Some  states  have  laws  that  say  a 
donor  of  semen  to  a  licensed  physician  is  not  the  father 
of  a  child  born  from  an  insemination  using  his  semen. 
These  laws  do  not  require  the  donor  to  be  unknown  to 
the  woman.  It  may  be  possible  to  assure  that  a  known 
donor  not  acquire  father  status  by  having  the  semen 
turned  over  to  a  doctor  before  it  is  given  to  the  woman 
who  plans  to  inseminate. 

Using  several  different  donors  each  month  may  pro¬ 
vide  some  legal  protection  for  the  mother  and  donor 
since  neither  will  know  which  insemination  resulted  in 
conception.  There  is  always  the  possibility,  however, 
that  the  child  will  look  like  one  of  the  donors.  It  is  also 
possible  that  the  “father”  could  be  identified  with  the 
use  of  an  HLA  test  —  a  blood  test  that  can  determine 
paternity  with  a  high  degree  of  accuracy. 

Using  an  unknown  donor  who  is  selected  by  a  friend 
is  a  method  some  women  have  used.  The  friend  acts  as  a 
“go-between”  in  transporting  the  semen  from  the  donor 


to  the  woman  to  be  inseminated.  Obviously  it  is  critical 
that  the  “go-between”  be  a  person  who  is  absolutely 
trusted  not  to  reveal  the  identity  of  the  donor  to  the 
mother  and  vice  versa.  Although  a  remote  possibility, 
the  “go-between”  Could  be  supoenaed  to  reveal  the 
names  of  the  people  involved. 

Signing  a  contract 

No  lawsuits  have  yet  tested  the  legality  of  a  written 
agreement  between  a  donor  and  the  recipient  of  his 
semen.  Such  agreements,  however,  can  be  extremely 
helpful  in  clarifying  both  the  intent  of  the  donor  and 
mother  and  their  relationship.  Where  a  known  donor  is 
used,  a  written  agreement  may  provide  some  protection 
against  future  legal  problems. 

Legal  rights  of  the  mother’s  partner 

Often  lesbians  who  choose  to  become  mothers 
through  donor  insemination  make  that  decision  with 
their  partner.  Sometimes  they  assume  or  hope  that  the 
partner  will  be  able  to  adopt  the  child  and  become  a  legal 
parent.  This  is  not  the  case.  No  state  allows  an  unrelated 
adult,  except  perhaps  a  step-parent,  to  adopt  a  child 
unless  the  biological  parent  waives  all  parental  rights. 
There  are  some  things  co-mothers  can  do,  however,  to 
try  to  protect  the  rights  of  the  partner  and  recognize  her 
parenting  relationship  with  the  child  First,  the 
biological  mother  can  execute  a  will  that  nominates  her 
partner  to  be  the  child’s  guardian  in  the  event  of  her 
death.  She  can  also  execute  a  document  called  a  Nomina¬ 
tion  of  Guardianship  which  could  be  used  by  her  partner 
to  get  legal  guardianship  if  the  biological  mother  became 
physicallly  or  emotionally  unable  to  care  for  the  child. 
The  third  type  of  document  that  many  lesbian  couples 
have  used  is  an  agreement  between  the  two  mothers 
about  how  they  will  handle  custody,  visitation  and  child 
support  in  the  event  their  relationship  dissolves.  And 
last,  the  partner  should  have  a  medical  consent  form 
signed  by  the  biological  mother  so  that  she  can  deal  with 
doctors  and  hospitals  should  the  child  become  injured  or 
get  sick. 

The  situation  of  lesbians  choosing  to  become 
mothers  through  donor  insemination,  and  gay  men 
deciding  to  become  sperm  donors,  creates  a  number  of 
new  and  unique  problems.  Because  use  of  this  procedure 
is  still  relatively  new  and  because  lawmakers  never  an¬ 
ticipated  it,  very  little  law  or  legal  precedent  exists  that 
enables  lawyers  to  provide  sound  advice  to  people  con¬ 
sidering  donor  insemination.  The  potential  problems 
discussed  above  should  be  thoroughly  considered  by  all 
the  individuals  who  will  be  directly  affected.  And,  since 
there  are  many  unknowns  and  the  possibility  of  rapid 
change  in  the  law  govering  donor  insemination,  it  is 
strongly  recommended  that  people  consult  a  lawyer 
familiar  with  family  law  in  the  state  where  the  insemina¬ 
tion  and  birth  will  take  place. 

Donna  Hitchens’  article  originally  appeared  in  the  Sept.  1984 
issue  oj  Lambda  Legal  Defense  and  Education  Fund's  Update 
132  West  43  St.,  New  York,  NY  10036. 
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Second  Location!  OpS/ 

140  Harvard  Ave.,  Allston  787-0421 


CAROLE 

Less  Than  Do-It-Yourself  Prices 
•  FRAMING  •  GRAPHICS 

30% 

off  with  this  ad 


731-5555 


LOMBARD 


MC/VISA 


CHATEAU  DES  ARTS 


694  Washington  St. 
Brookline,  MA 


Open  10-7:30  six  days  | 
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10%  off  all  Services  With  This  Ad 

Printing  131 

(formerly  Copy  Cellar) 

Printing  •  Copying 
•  Typesetting  • 

Opening  Evenings  and  Saturday 
Mon.-Fri.  9am-8pm  Sat.  llam-4pm 

REDUCTIONS,  ENLARGEMENTS, 

ARTWORK  AND  TYPING  SERVICE 

131  Charles  Street,  Boston  (617)  723-5130 


CRITICS  EVERYWHERE  AGREE. 


“Passion-filled.  A  film  of  intelligence.” 

—  Sheila  Benson,  Los  Angeles  Times* 

“A  story  told  with  urgency 
and  passion.” 

— Janet  Maslln,  New  York  Times* 

“ Immensely  moving.  ‘HARVEY  MILK’ 
combines  real  emotional  urgency 
with  a  most  compelling  grasp  of 
the  filmmaking  craft.” 

—  Stephen  Harvey,  Village  Voice* 

HE  WAS  POWERFUL,  CHARISMATIC,  COMPASSIONATE  AND  GAY. 

AFTER  ELEVEN  MONTHS  IN  OFFICE  HE  WAS  ASSASSINATED. 


THE  TIMES  OF 
HARVEY  MILK 


EXCLUSIVE 

ENGAGEMENT 

STARTS  FRIDAY, 
NOVEMBER  2nd 

TVICKELODEON  ^ 

606  Comm,  Ave.,  Boston  424-1500  J 


Gay  Musical  Classics 


Daniel  Varsano,  pianist. 


By  Charles  Henry  Fuller 

The  business  community  has 
recognized  for  a  long  time  that  gay 
men’s  and  lesbians’  disposable  in¬ 
come  is  often  far  ahead  of  their 
straight  counterparts.  Even  so,  I 
am  still  surprised  when  1  see  ads 
for  mainstream  products  that  are 
obviously  inclusive  of  a  gay 
market.  When  1  become  dizzy  and 
intoxicated  by  all  those  ads  dis¬ 
playing  jean-clad  rumps  or  humpy 
numbers  shmoozing  over  cigarettes 
and  beer,  1  retreat  to  the  comfort¬ 
ing,  sexually  innocuous  world  of 
classical  music  in  my  living  room. 
But  now  I  find  that  even  my  turn¬ 
table  may  be  peopled  with 
beautiful  men  offering  up  their 
wares  in  the  forms  of  Ravel,  Faure 
and  Sondheim. 

Pro- Arte  is  the  first  classical 
record  label  to  my  knowledge 
which  includes  recordings  of  open¬ 
ly  gay  artists  in  its  extensive 
catalogue.  Daniel  Varsano,  the  im¬ 
pressive  29-year-old  French 
pianist,  and  the  New  York  City 
Gay  Men’s  Chorus  (NYCGMC) 
are  both  currently,  basking  in 
critical  praise  for  their  respective 
recordings  on  that  label.  And  sur¬ 
prisingly,  these  musicians  have  not 
been  relegated  to  page  37  or  com¬ 
pany  promotional  material,  sand- 
whiched  between  ads  for  disk  wash¬ 
ing  products  and  stylus  cleaners; 
rather,  they  are  being  featured 
downstage  center  for  everyone  to 
see,  including  advertisers. 

Pro- Arte  is  the  the  top  domestic 
label  of  Intersound,  Inc.,  a  two- 
year-old,  Minnesota-based 
business,  which  has  become  the 
largest  independently  owned 
classical-record  company  in  the 
United  States.  In  addition  to  the 
US  labels  Pro- Arte,  Sinfonia  and 
Quintessence,  Inlersound  is  the 
chief  American  distributor  of  such 
European  classical  labels  as 
Deutsche-Harmonia  Mundi , 
Supraphon  and  Teldec  (formerly 
Telefunken).  My  immediate  ques¬ 
tion  was  why  would  a  successful, 
new  classical  record  company  be 
interested  in  appealing  to  the  gay 
community? 

“It’s  dollars  and  cents,”  says 
Jim  Jarrett,  an  enthusiastic  pro¬ 
motion  representative  for  Pro- 
Arte.  “There’s  a  huge  [gay] 
market  out  there  and  it’s  a  good 
one.  We’re  absolutely  for  it.  We’re 
in  the  running.”  From  clothing  to 
furniture,  advertisers  are  making 
inroads  into  the  hearts  and  wallets 
of  gay  consumers.  In  our  phone 
conversation  Jarrett  pointed  out 
that  when  even  the  world’s 
number  one  vodka  is  taking  out 
conspicuous  weekly  ads  in  a 
leading  gay  publication,  the  rest  of 
the  business  community  has  to 
take  notice. 

Pro- Arte  is  a  young  company, 
including  its  management  and  the 
way  they  think  about  the  classical 
record  business.  In  the  August 
issue  of  Mpls/St.  Paul  magazine, 
both  company  president  Don 
Johnson  and  vice-president  Steve 
Vining  seemed  willing  to  take  pro¬ 
gramming  risks  at  a  time  when 
many  of  their  competitors  are 
playing  it  safe  with  the  release  of 
bankable  repertoire  performed  by 
established  artists.  The  recent  Pro- 
Arte  releases  by  Daniel  Varsano 
and  the  NYCGMC  are  stunning 
examples  of  how  such  gambles  can 
pay  off. 

Daniel  Varsano  is  a  young 
pianist  of  outstanding  musical 
ability  and  accomplishment.  In 
1972  he  won  first  prize  at  the  Bach 
Competition  in  California  and, 
following  his  French  debut  in  1974, 
he  went  on  to  record  four  albums 
for  CBS,  two  of  which  have  been 
awarded  the  prestigious  Grand 
Prix  du  Disque.  His  reputation  is 
growing  throughout  the  musical 
world  and  with  good  reason.  Var¬ 
sano  possesses  not  only  the 
technical  virtuosity  necessary  to 
maintain  a  successful  career  as  a 
concert  pianist,  but  he  also  has  the 
mark  of  a  true  interpretive  artist  — 
the  ability  to  get  out  of  the  way  of 


the  composition  so  that  the  music 
may  be  heard  clearly,  without  af¬ 
fectation. 

Varsano’s  first  recording  for 
Pro-Arte  (PAD-173)  is  un- 
disputably  fine.  It  features  Ravel’s 
Concerto  for  Piano  and  Orchestra 
in  G,  and  both  Faure’s  Ballade, 
op.  19  and  Fantaisie,  op.  Ill  for 
piano  and  orchestra.  All  three 
pieces  are  skillfully  played  with  the 
able  support  of  conductor  Andrew 
Davis  and  the  Philharmonia  Or¬ 
chestra. 

Varsano’s  reading  of  Ravel’s 
brilliant  three-movement  concerto 
is  stunning.  The  outer  movements 
are  fast-paced,  rhythmically  com¬ 
plex  pieces  which  rarely  allow  the 
pianist  more  than  a  moment  to  col¬ 
lect  his  thoughts.  Varsano  is  at  his 
best  under  these  circumstances, 
comfortably  negotiating  each 
treacherous  passage  and  sudden 
change  of  color  with  what  seems 
effortless  grace.  While  the  second 
movement  is  one  of  the  most 
beautiful  within  the  concerto 
repertoire,  Varsano  makes  so  little 
of  the  extended  solo  introduction 
that  the  adagio  assai  all  but  dies  in¬ 
itially.  This  is  peculiar  since  he  ex¬ 
quisitely  colors  the  same  melodic 
material  once  it  is  assumed  by  the 
orchestra  later  in  the  movement  — 
an  effect  infinitely  harder  to 
achieve  technically.  But  then,  as  he 
told  the  Advocate  recently,  “...in 
my  life,  it  has  always  been  the 
peculiar,  the  special,  that  has  paid 
off  —  so  why  not?” 

Though  the  two  pieces  by  Faure 
lack  the  sophistication  and  brio  of 
Ravel’s  concerto,  they  are  in¬ 
teresting  works,  magnificently 
performed  by  Varsano.  Originally 
conceived  as  a  piece  for  solo 
piano,  the  Bpllade  retains  its 
enigmatic  melody  and  miniature 
quality  in  this  version.  The 
pianist’s  judicious  use  of  pedal, 
sensible  phrasing  and  clear  ar¬ 
ticulation  compare  favorably  with 
the  work  of  his  countryman,  Jean 
Hubeau  (Erato  STU-71495,  1983), 
considered  by  many  to  be  the  inter¬ 
preter  of  Faure  in  the  20th  century. 

Written  42  years  after  the 
Ballade,  the  Fantaisie  is  a  better 
organized  composition,  which 
shows  both  pianist  and  orchestra 
to  great  advantage.  Varsano’s  feel¬ 
ings  for  phrase  and  line  are  better 
realized  here  than  in  either  of  the 
other  pieces.  Daniel  Varsano  is  an 
extraordinarily  resourceful  artist, 
who  knows  what  he  wants  to  say 
musically  and  is  able  to  effectively 
communicate  these  ideas.  He  is 
“special”  in  the  very  finest  ap¬ 
plication  of  that  word. 

The  New  York  City  Gay  Men’s 
Chorus  currently  has  two  records 
available  on  Pro-Arte :  “A  Festival 
of  Song”  (PAD-159),  which  is  a 


collection  of  seasonal  music  by 
composers  as  diverse  as  Praetorius 
and  Vaughan  Williams;  and  the 
soon  to  be  released  “New  York, 
New  York”  (PAD-198),  which 
features  a  variety  of  show  tunes 
and  new  compositions  by  Stephen 
Sondheim.  (Unfortunately,  the 
latter  was  unavailable  at  the  time 
of  this  review.) 

The  NYCGMC  came  into  ex¬ 
istence  in  1980  as  a  non-profit 
organization  dedicated  to  making 
both  an  artistic  and  social  state¬ 
ment.  Their  popularity  has 
precipitated  the  establishment  of 
similar  groups  in  San  Francisco 
and  Boston.  Under  the  direction 
of  Gary  Miller,  the  NYCGMC  per¬ 
forms  music  of  all  periods  and  has 
commissioned  several  new  works 
each  year.  Though  the  group  is 
composed  primarily  of  non¬ 
professional  musicians,  the  quality 
of  their  work  is  individual  and 
musically  satisfying. 

“A  Festival  of  Song”  is  a  collec¬ 
tion  of  primarily  a  cappella  pieces 
either  written  or  arranged  for  male 
voices.  These  works  are  drawn 
from  four  centuries  of  music  and 
are  performed  in  English,  Ger¬ 
man,  Latin  and  Spanish.  The 
NYCGMC  sings  with  a  sensitivity 
to  the  varying  textures  and  styles 
of  music  which  is  rare  in  choral  en¬ 
sembles.  The  rapport  between 
conductor  and  chorus  is  clearly 
audible.  Miller’s  direction  is  taste¬ 
ful  and  musically  expressive.  He 
achieves  a  balance  of  voices  in 
some  of  these  pieces  which  makes 
for  compelling  performances  of 
great  beauty. 

Of  particular  note  on  this 
recording  are  the  contrasting 
readings  of  Vaughan  Williams’  ar¬ 
rangement  of  the  traditional  carol, 
“God  rest  you  merry  gentleman” 
and  the  Shaw/Parker  arrangement 
of  “La  Virgen  lava  panales.”  The 
Vaughan  Williams  is  a  robust  per¬ 
formance  of  a  well-known 
melody.  Miller  does  not  make 
more  of  the  piece  than  is  neces¬ 
sary,  which  is  true  of  most  of  the 
works  on  this  recording.  While 
there  is  an  attention  to  art,  very  lit¬ 
tle  of  this  music  comes  away 
sounding  fussed  over.  By  contrast, 
the  evocative  “La  Virgen”  is  so 
lovingly  caressed  that  it  emerges  as 
a  study  in  vocal  balance  and 
reveals  the  ability  of  softer 
dynamic  markings  to  create  both 
tension  and  beauty.  In  both  cases 
the  voices  are  skillfully  blended  in¬ 
to  a  seamless  whole  and  Miller’s 
musical  intentions  are  clear.  These 
are  characteristics  which  are  ap¬ 
parent  throughout  the  recording. 

The  NYCGMC  does  quite  well 
with  homophonic  music,  those 
pieces  in  which  the  voices  move  at 
Continued  on  next  page 


“Gay  Community  News,  November  3,  1984  •  Page  11 


Pro  Arte 

Continued  from  previous  page 

more  or  less  the  same  time. 

Thompson’s  “Stopping  by  Woods 
on  a  Snowy  Evening”  and 
Bruckner’s  “Ave  Maria”  draw  on 
the  strengths  of  the  group  —  a  ter¬ 
rific  ensemble  balance  with  great 
musical  expressivity.  The 
polyphonic  selections,  those  pieces 
in  which  two  or  more  voices  move 
independently  of  one  another,  are 
problematic.  While  the  perfor¬ 
mance  of  Gabrieli’s  “Jubilate 
Deo”  is  energetic  enough,  the  con¬ 
stant  balance  of  voices  makes  it 
difficult  to  hear  what  thematic 
material  is  most  important  at  any 
given  time.  Also,  the  polyphonic 
works  make  it  more  apparent  that 
the  NYCGMC’s  diction,  as  a 
whole,  needs  some  work. 

I  question  the  programming  on 
this  record.  Though  the  music  is 
beautifully  rendered,  1  would  have 
preferred  to  hear  a  more  ecumeni¬ 
cal  than  Christian  recording  from 
gay  musicians.  A  wealth  of 
religious  music  exists,  representing 
other  faiths,  which  could  have 
been  included. 

“A  Festival  of  Song”  is  an  im¬ 
passioned  musicial  celebration  of, 
not  only  the  holiday  season,  but  of 
one  of  the  many  things  that  gay 
men  are  doing  together.  This 
record  is  a  welcome  addition  to  the 
catalogue  of  Christmas  music. 

Pro- Arte  is  not  a  gay  label.  Jim 
Jarrett  reminded  me  that  Pro- Arte 
is  making  recordings  of  Varsano 
and  The  New  York  City  Gay 
Men’s  Chorus  because  they  are 
musically  sound,  not  because 
they’re  gay.  Varsano’s  interpreta¬ 
tions  can  hold  their  own  in  com¬ 
parisons  with  those  of  seasoned  ar¬ 
tists  like  Alicia  de  Larrocha  and 
Jean  Hubeau,  each  of  whom  is  a 
celebrated  interpreter  of  this  reper¬ 
toire.  The  NYCGMC  perform 
choral  music  arranged  for  male 
voices  with  musical  taste  and  dis¬ 
tinction. 

So  perk  up  your  ears!  In  addi¬ 
tion  to  the  stellar  quality  of  these 
digital  recordings,  many  gay  con¬ 
sumers  may  take  pride  in  the  fact 
that  not  only  are  these  perfor¬ 
mances  musically  rewarding,  but 
the  performers  are  themselves 
openly  gay.  For  me,  the  artist’s 
musical  integrity  is  ultimately  the 
deciding  fqctor  in  any  of  my  classi¬ 
cal  record  purchases.  In  this 
regard,  Daniel  Varsano  and  the 
NYCGMC  more  than  meet  my 
expectations. 
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Boston  Area  (617) 

INFORMATION/SERVICE/SOCIAL 

LESBIAN  AND  GAY  HOTLINE  (6pm-Mid.)  Mon-Fri  426-9371 

BAGALS  (Boston  Area  Lesbian  and  Gay  Schoolworkers) 
P.O.  Box  178,  Astor  St.,  Boston,  02123 
Black  Men-White  Men  Social/Support  Group 
c/o  GCN,  Box  1,  167  Tremont  St.  Boston  02111 
Black  Men’s  Assoc.,  PO  Box  827,  Boston  02123 
BAGLY  (Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and  Lesbian  Youth, 

GCN  BoxIOGY,  167  Tremont, 

Boston  02111  497-8282 

Boston  Asian  Gay  Men  &  Lesbians 
c/o  Glad  Day  Bookshop,  43  Winter  St. 

Boston.  02108  542-0144 

Boston  Bisexual  Women’s  Network,  Box  1534, 

Jamaica  Plain  02130 

Boston  Gay  Men’s  Chorus  522-6983 

Boston  Lesbian  &  Gay  History  Project 
c/o  Interrante,  24  Greenwich  Pk  #1.  Boston  02118 
Chlltern  MountairvCIub  275-1336 

Box  104,  104  Charles  St.,  Boston  02114 
El  Comile  Latino  de  lesbianas  y  homosexuals  de  Boston 
P.O.  Box  365,  Cambridge.  02139  354-1755 

Fathers  in  Transition  (Gay/Bi), 
c/o  GCN,  Box  6,  167  Tremont  St.,  Boston  02111 
Frontrunners,  PO  Box  423,  Back  Bay  Annex,’ 

Boston  021 17  288-4626 

Gay  Fathers  of  Greater  Boston,  Box  1287, 

Kendall  Sq.,  Cambridge  MA  02142 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Physicians  ot 

New  England  (617)247-5485 

Gay  Professional  Men’s  Group  944-4818 

Gay  and  Lesbian  Speakers  Bureau, 

P.O.  Box  2232,  Boston  02107  354-0133 

Lesbian  and  Gay  Assoc.  Engineers  and  Scientists 
(LGAES/Boston) 

P.O.  Box  1417,  Boston  021 17  ^  288-3228 

Lesbian  and  Gay  Folkdancing  423-0942 

c/o  GCN  Box  5,  167  Tremont  St.,  Boston,  MA  02111 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Hotline  (6-12pm)  Mon-Fri  426-9371 

Outreach  Institute,  Box  368,  Kenmore  St.,  02215  277-3454 
Boston  Parents  and  Friends  of  Lesbians  and  Gays 

P.O.  Box  125-S  101,  Arlington,  MA,  02174  442-2632 

Project  Place,  32  Rutland  St.  02118  267-9150 

Transexual  Hotline  568-0680 

Triangle  Theater,  Box  127,104  Charles  St., 
Boston  021 14  424-6831 

Watchline  (Fri-Mon7-10pm)  262-5250 

West  ot  Boston  Lesbians  Suburban  Support  Group 
(based  in  Littleton)  486  8848 

POLITICAL/LEGAL _ 

Boston  Lesbian  &  Gay  Political  Alliance,  Box  65. 

Boston.  021 17  247-3910 

Boston  Mayoral  Liaison,  Ann  Maguire  725-3485 

B  U  Gay  and  Lesbian  Legal  Association 
B.U.  Law  School.  755  Comm.  Ave 
Cambridge  Lesbian  and  Gay  Alliance 
PO  Box  1273,  Cambridge  02238 


Civil  Liberties  Union  of  Mass.  482-3170 

47  Winter  St..  02108 

GLAD  (Gay  &  Lesbian  Advocates  and  Defenders) 

100  Boylston  Suite  900  Boston,  021 16  426-1350 

Harvard  Committee  on  Gay  and  Lesbian  Legal  Issues 
Roscoe  Pound  Hall,  Cambridge,  02138 
Lesbian/Gay  Prisoner  Project 
c/o  GCN,  167  Tremont,  Boston  02111 
Mass  Gay  Political  Caucus  262-1565 

Box  6,  Astor  Sta.  Boston  02123 
National  Lawyers  Guild, 

14  Beacon  St.,  Boston  02108  227-7335 

STUDENT 

Boston  Intercollegiate  Gay  and  Lesbian  Alliance 
c/o  GAMIT,  Rm  50-306,  Cambridge  02139 
Northeastern  U.  Lambda,  260  Ell  Ctr., 

360  Huntungton  Ave.,  Boston  02115  437-2738 

GAMIT  (Gays  at  MIT), 

MIT  50-306  Walker,  Cambridge  02139  253-5440 

Harvard-Radcliffe  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Student  Assoc.,  Harvard  197  Memorial 
Hall,  Cambridge  02138  495-5476 

Harvard  Lesbian  and  Gay  Medical/Dental  Students  Group 
Box  250c,  107  Ave.  Louis  Pasteur,  Boston  02115 
Babson  College,  Gay  and  Lesbian  Alliance 
Box  A,  Babson  Park.Welisley,  02157 
Tufts  U.,  Gay  and  Lesbian  Community. 

c/o  Student  Activities  Oft.,  Medford  02155  628-2818 

Boston  College  G  and  L  Support  Group, 

Haley  House,  Chestnut  Hill  02167 
Northeastern  School  of  Law,  Lesbian  and  Gay  Caucus 
400  Huntington  Ave,  Boston  02115 
U/Mass/Boston,  Lesbian  and  Gay  Ctr., 

Rm  1-4-178,  Dorchester  02125  929-8276 

Brandeis  U..  Triskellon,  Box  2275  Waltham  02254 

647-4491  or  647-4899 
Boston  U..  Gays  and  Lesbians, c/o  Program  Resources 
Sherman  Union,  Boston  02215 
Yale  Gay  and  Lesbian  Alumni/Boston, 
c/o  GCN  Box  7,  167  Tremont,  Boston  02111 
Wellesley  Lesbians  &  Friends,  Feminist  Coop 
Oakwoods,  Wellesley  Coll.  Wellesley  MA  02151 

WOMEN 

Boston  Area  Women's  Self-Defense  Collective, 

666-0513  or  825-5508 


Cambridge  Women’s  Center,  46  Pleasant  St. 

354-8807  (Voice  and  TTY) 

Daughters  of  Bilitis,  1151  Mass.  Ave., 

Cambridge  02138  661-3633 

Dyke  Doctors  (Lesbian  Physicians,  Med  Students 

Health  Prots)  524-6335 

Gay  Professional  Women's  Assn., 

Box  339,  Boston  U  Sta.,  Boston  02215 
Lesbian  Lawyers  and  Legal  Workers  723-6327 

Lesbian  Liberation,  c/o  Women's  Center  354-8807 

Lesbian  S/M  Group  776-7957 

National  Organization  for  Women 
99  Bishop  Allen  Dr ,  Cambridge  02139  661-6015 

Somerville  Women's  Center,  PO  Box  404, 

W.  Somerville  02144  628-6311 


Tufts  Women’s  Center  628-5000x3184 

Urania  (lesbian  and  bisexual  women's  S/M  group) 

Box  23,  89  Mass  Ave.,  Boston  02115 
623-0138  or  731-4230 
Women's  Alcoholism  Program, 

6  Camelia  St.,  Cambridge  02139  661-1316 

RELIGIOUS 


Am  Tikva  782-8894 

P.O.  Box  11,  Cambridge,  02138 
Dignity,  355  Boylston  St.,  Boston  02114  536-6518 

Friends  (Quaker)  for  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Concerns,  5  Longfellow  Pk,,  Cambridge  227-9118 
Integrity,  P.O.  Box  2582,  Boston  02208  262-3057 

Lutherans  Concerned  for  Gay  People  536-3788 

Metropolitan  Community  Church  523-7664 

Fr.  Paul  Shanley  964-0996 

Unitarian  Universalists  Office  of  Lesbian/Gay  Concerns 
25  Beacon  St.,  Boston  02108  742-2100 

MEDIA 


Boston's  Other  Voice.  WROR,  98.5FM  Dennis  353-0225 
Fag  Rag  661-7534 

Gay  Community  News  426-4469 

Good  Gay  Poets  661-7534 

Lesbian  and  Gay  Media  Advocates  (LAGMA) 
c/o  GCN,  167Tremont,  02111 
Musically  Speaking  (WMBR  88.1  FM,  Sun.  1-3) 

Melanie  494-8810 

Women’s  Educ,  Media,  47  Cherry  St. 

Somerville  02144  666-0350 

MEDICAL/COUNSELING 


AIDS  Action  Committee 
c/o  Fenway  Community  Health  Center 
16  Haviland  St.  02115 
AIDS  Action  Committee  Hotline 
M-F3-9pm  Sat  10am-4pm 
AIDS  Hotline  (Dept,  of  Health) 

Mon-Fri  424-5916 
Boston  Free  VD  Info 
(8am-10pm,  M-F) 

Alcoholics  Anonymous 

Exodus  Ctr.,  25  Huntington  Ave.  021 16 

Gay  AlAnon  (families  of  alcoholics) 

North  Shore  Gay  and  Lesbian  Counseling 
Program  (non  profit) 

Tapestry  Inc.  20  Sacramento  St., 
Cambridge  021 38 

Tufts  Skin  Care  Clinic  (VD  treatment) 


536-7733 


1-800-272-2577 

426  9444 
266-0612 
843-5300 

744-5322 

661-0248 
956  5293 


Eastern  Mass.  (617) 

INFORMATION/SERVICE/SOCIAL 


Gay  Hotline  756-0730 

GALLYNS  (Gay  And  Lesbian  Liberated  Youths  of  the  North 
Shore).  PO  Box  1803.  Haverhill  01830.  373-7618 

Gai waves  (WJUL  91 .5  FM)  Kirsten  459-0579 

Gaiwaves.  c/o  WJUL.  1  University  Ave.  Lowell  01854 
Central  Middlesex  Social  Club  897-3462 


Male  Survivors  of  Sexgal  Abuse,  PO  Box  1 1 1 
Woburn  01801 

Mass.  Teachers  Assoc. /Gay  Rights  Caucus 
P.O.  Box  75.  New  Salem  01355 
North  Shore  Gay  and  Lesbian  Alliance 

Box  806.  Marblehead,  01945  745-3848 

Survival  Crisis  Line  471-7100 

So.  Shore  Gay  &  Lesbian  Alliance 

Box  712,  Bridgewater  02324  293-5183 

Tri-County  Assoc.,  c/o  219  East  Main  St. 

Milford  01757  473-3529 

Dignity  Merrimack  Valley,  P.O.  Box  321,  Methuen  01844 
Central  Mass  Dignity/Integrity  Group.  Box  402. 

Federal  Sta.,  Worcester 

WOMEN 

New  Bedford  Women’s  Clinic  996-3341 

Womantide  (lesbian  magazine). PO  Box  963.  P’town  02657 

STUDENT  4873393 

Clark  U.  Gay  Alliance.  950  Main.  A-70 

Gay  Outreach  Assoc,  for  Lowell  (Univ.)  Students 

South  Campus.  Student  Union  Rm  348  453-3804 

Salem  State  Gay  Task  Force 

Salem  St.  College.  Salem  01970  745-0556  (ext.  209) 


Western  Mass.  (413) 

INFORMATION/SERVICE/SOCIAL 


Berkshire  County  Gay  Coalition,  P.O,  Box  1562, 

Pittsfield  01 201,  442-1819 

Lesbian  and  Gay  Men’s  Counseling  Collective 
406F  Student  Union,  UMass,  Amherst  545-2645 

GALA  (Gay  And  Lesbian  Activists) 

Box  1084,  Northampton  01061 
Help  Line  664-6391,664-6392 

Pioneer  Valley  People’s  Gay  Alliance 

Box  181,  Northampton,  01061  584-7903 

MCC  Springfield,  PO  Box  15576. 

Springfield  01105  (M-Sat  7-10pm)532-5211 

WOMEN 

Valley  Wimmins  Connection  586-6445 

Everywomen’s  Center,  Amherst  545-0883 

Gay  Women's  Caucus,  Amherst  545-3438 

Lesbians  United  33  Pearl  St,  Pittsfield,  01201  499-2425 

New  Alexandria  Lesbian  Library 

Box  402,  Florence.  MA  01060  584-7616 

Southwest  Women’s  Center  545-0626 

Valley  Lesbian  Alliance  665-4705;  253-3082,  7 74-5464 


BOSTON-AREA  LESBIAN  AND  GAY 
BUSINESSES  (BARS,  BOOKSTORES, 
COUNSELING,  MEDICAL,  ACCOMODA¬ 
TIONS,  ETC.)  ARE  LISTED  SEPARATELY 
WITH  THE  DISPLAY  ADS  IN  THIS  PAPER. 
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]Gay  &  Lesbian  Counseling 
Services 


Formerly  the  Homophile  Community  Health  Service 
A  licensed  mental  health  dime  serving  gay  men 
and  lesbian  women  since  1971 
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INDIVIDUAL/  GROUP/  COUPLE 
•  GAY-SENSITIVE  THERAPY 


i  °  COPLEY  SQUARE  -  BOSTON,  MA 

617-266-2240  -  _ 

_ HEALTH  INSURANCE  ACCEPTED  J 


There’s  no  need  for  violence  just 
because  your  lover  can’t  get  it  up.  At 
least,  not  with  MANSCAPE  on  the  scene. 


. 

This  brand  new,  raunch-filled  publica¬ 
tion  is  full  of  fucking,  fisting,  water 
sports,  enemas,  S&M,  and  letters  from 
you,  our  readers.  Also  there’s  the  art 
from  such  top  erotic  illustrators  as  Rex, 
Tom  of  Finland,  Blade,  and  Mark 
Weather  head. 


So,  if  you  can’t  find  MANSCAPE  on  your 
newsstand,  send  $3.00  for  a  sample 
copy.  Or  get  adventurous  and  send 
$35.00  for  a  whole  year’s  subscription. 


MANSCAPE,  Dept.  GCN,  POB 1314,  Teaneck,  NJ  07666 


Harvey  Milk 

Continued from  page  6 

Grand  Haven,  Cass  Tech  — 
should  narrate  this  documentary  is 
a  circle  completed. 

1  think  back  to  the  October  1979 
National  March  on  Washington, 
D.C.  for  Lesbian  and  Gay  Rights 
and  the  people  1  marched  with.  I 
think  about  what  those  friends  are 
doing  now  in  San  Francisco, 
Austin,  Lansing,  and  all  around 
the  country.  I  know  they’ll  be 
fascinated  by  this  documentary 
because  deep  down  in  our  hearts, 
at  that  march  we  were  all  the  lost 
boys  of  Altoona  showing  our  love 
for  Harvey  Milk.  Maybe,  when 
this  documentary  is  televised  on 
PBS  in  1985,  the  rest  of  the  United 
States  will  know  Harvey  and 
realize  the  bright  spirit  that  was 
consumed  by  darkness  too  early. 


Dear  Valiant/Dart  owner, 

Congratulations  on  owning  the 
best  Detroit  ever  built  But  as  you 
know  even  the  best  needs  care 
occasionally  At  our  garage  we 
can  do  any  mechanical  or  body 
work  your  car  reguires  We  have 
most  ot  the  parts  that  tend  to  need 
replacement  in  stock. 

We  a/so  repair  and  maintain 
other  makes  ot  American  and 
loreiqn  cars 

Come  in  (8am  6pm)  or  rail  lor 
advir.e  and  an  estimate 

J&S  AUTOMOTIVE 
277  Northampton  St. 
2670300 


GENERAL  DENTISTRY 

DR.  JOHN  C.  BARNA 
D.M.D. 

739  BOYLSTON  STREET 
SUITE  400 
BOSTON.  MA  02116 

APPOINTMENT  617-353-1500 


U-S-  Appeals  Court  Judge  Robert  Bork  wrote  a  militantly  anti-gay  opinion 
recently.  He  sits  on  the  nation’s  second  highest  court.  President  Reagan  wants 

him  on  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court. 

DO  YOU? 

ON  NOVEMBER  6TH,  THE  CHOICE  IS  YOURS 

Five  df  the  Justices  of  the  United  States  SUPREME  COURT 
are  over  the  age  of  75.  The  next  President  will  be  able  to 
pack  the  Court  INTO  THE  NEXT  CENTURY. 


Paid  For  By  The  Massachusetts  Democratic  State  Committee 
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Classifieds 

PERSONALS _ 

DEAR  ADVERTISER 
If  race  is  not  a  crucial  issue  for  you, 
why  put  it  in  your  ad?  It  is  not  a  required 
formula;  GWM  GWF  are  not  necessary. 
GM  or  GF  would  do  as  well. _ 

MOUSIE  MOUSIE  WILDFLOWER 

At  last  we’ve  stayed  in  Provincetown 

Seen  many  a  lad  in  many  a  gown 

Strolled  by  the  Bay 

and  gazed  at  the  sea 

Bought  simple  trinkets 

for  kind  memory 

I  picked  up  pebbles 

You  took  photographs 

We  smiled  gentle  smiles 

and  laughed  gentle  laughs. 

Since  even  off-season 
there's  so  much  congestion 
staying  in  summer  is 
out  of  the  question. 

But  when  peace  alone  abides 
the  place  is  good  for  our  insides. 

Just  to  know  that  such  a  place 
exists  for  members  of  our  race 
who  don’t  conform  is  reassuring 
though  we  don’t  find  its  crowds  allur¬ 
ing 

Now  you  who  find  these  poems  fun 
vote  for  Mondale  every  one 
or  face  the  fact  that  Reagan  could 
turn  Provincetown  to  Hollywood. 

Then  John  Wayne's  ghost  would  strut 
his  stuff 

and  we’d  all  find  the  going  rough. 


Dear  Mouse,  I  know  that  you  agree 
and  don't  require  hints  from  me. 

All  my  love,  Porcupine. 


(16) 


“Che  Guevara  was  a  contemptible 
figure  in  civilization’s  history." 

—  Walter  Mondale,  October  21,  1984 
"We  shouldn't  be  dwelling  on  the  past 
or  even  the  present." 

—  Ronald  Reagan.  October  21,  1984 


GWM  —  5'1 1 ",  170,  45,  attr  prof’l  w  int 
in  sci,  cl.  music,  films,  outdoors,  wknd 
trvl  &  safe  sex  sks  GM,  35-50  4  fr/lvr  PO 
Box  1 185,  Camb  02238,  Mass.  (17) 

MARCHING  BAND 

for  Lesbian  &  Gay  Pride.  Band  forming. 
Call  236-1641  eves  or  anytime  wkend  or 
write  Box  8916  Boston  02114. _ (17) 

GWM  23  Italian  trim  masc  body  seeks 
discreet  masc  men  in  20’s-30’s  for 
casual  sex.  Send  letter  w/phone  #  to 
GCN  Box  77. _ (17) 

Are  affairs  more  stimulating  than  rela¬ 
tionships?  Discreet  M&F  gay  friends 
seek  answer  fo  this.  Interested  in  a 
friendly  4-some  and  intimate  duos. 
Looking  for  intelligent  non-smoking, 
mature  prof.  attr.  talented  M  (for  the  M) 
and  F  (for  the  F).  GCN  Box  74.  (18) 

MAKE  ME  BELIEVE  AGAIN! 

LF  aggressive  50  yrs  young  honest  in¬ 
telligent  and  true  seeks  romantic  in¬ 
telligent  independent  woman  South 
Shore,  Hingham,  Norwell,  area  for  quiet 
times  love  a  long  term  relation.  Am  hur- 
ting.GCN  Box  75. _ (17) 

HALLOWEEN  (MAYBE) 
HAUNTED  HOUSE 

John  Kyper,  Zev  Benmichael,  and  Roy 
Sallen  invite  our  friends  to  party  in  an 
ex-funeral  home  with  a  definitely 
disreputable  history.  Fort  Hill  October 
27.  _  (16) 


Nationwide  Computerized  Introduction 
for  Gay  Men  ■  Memberships  from  $20 
Get  Your  Questionnaire  Today! 

109  Minna  St.,  Suite  606 
415-431-1158  San  Francisco,  CA  94105 


FRIENDSHIP  CLUB 

for  woman-loving  women  fifty  or  older 
and  women  who  are  interested  in  older 
women.  Contacts  made  by  letter  under 
ID  numbers.  Send  SASE  for  info  to 
Golden  Threads;  POB  2416;  Quincy,  MA 
02269. _ (16) 

GF  30  prof,  seeks  GF  prof.  30-40.  who  is 
intelligent,  articulate,  mature,  physical¬ 
ly  attractive,  for  fun,  companionship, 
and  much  more.  No  drugs/alcohol.  Will 
travel.  GCN  Box  72. _ (18) 

BACKGAMMON  ANYONE? 

GF  seeking  other  GFs  for  some  ex¬ 
citing  backgammon.  Intermediate  and 
advanced  players  only,  please.  Will 
travel.  Call  (617)354-1258. _ (18) 

Prof  attr  GWF  (late  40’s)  desires  a 
friend  to  share  a  movie,  a  dinner,  a  bike 
ride  or  a  conversation  willing  to  explore 
a  sincere  rel.  North  Shore.  GCN  Box  76. 
_ (18) 

SAFE  CLEAN  REGULAR  SEX 
Desired  by  univ  prof  33  GA  FP  pref  WM 
18-30  GP  FA  reliable  discreet  non-bar 
type.  Muscles&bubble  butt  turn  me  on. 
Send  pic&tel.  Shiekh  89  Mass  Ave  #144. 
Boston  02115.  Lets  avoid  AIDS&have 
fun. _  (16) 

RETIRED  G.F. 

seeks  mature  single  L  friends  and  com¬ 
panionship  No  heavy  drink/drugs  no 
bisexuals  please.  Write  Box  3036, 
Beverly,  MA  01915.  Incl  phone/address. 
_ (16) 

GWF  23  from  NYC  sks  GWF  in  Nor¬ 
thampton,  Granby  or  Amherst  to  corres¬ 
pond  with.  I  plan  to  go  to  Mass.  May 
work  something  out.  PO  Box  245, 
Madison  Square  Station,  NY,  NY  10159. 
_ (16) 

GM  hippie-queer-longhair.  Is  there  more 
to  being  a  gay  male  than  looking,  ac¬ 
ting  &  thinking  like  a  clone  of  the 
bizness/military  culture?  I  would  like  to 
meet  a  GM  who  has  not  sold  his 
dreams  to  our  rulers!  GCN  Box  73.  (16) 

GF  seeks  GF  professionals  only.  I  can’t 
even  imagine  getting  off  on  a  woman 
who  makes  under  20K/yr.  Briefcase, 
MBA  or  MD,  and  pumps  a  must.  No  LFs, 
manual  laborers,  sub  700  GREs,  or 
GCNers  need  apply.  Contact  Mrs. 
Toplofty. _ 

LESBIAN  COUPLES  GROUP 

Boston  area  committed  lesbian 
couples  group  seeks  new  members. 
Meets  biweekly.  Must  be  committed 
5  +  years  and  25  +  years  old.  Call  eves 
524-3292  or  628-0582. _ (16) 


IN  A  RUT? 

[i  I  PROFILES 
7jvj°n 
'IX  VIDEO 

Meet  interesting/new  people  on 
videotape  and  choose  your  next 
date  at  an  exciting  new  video 
matching  service  for  gay  men  and 
lesbians.  Completely  confidential. 
For  info,  write  to: 

Profiles  on  Video 
739  Boylston  St. 

Suite  104 
Boston,  MA  02116 

iTuesday-Friday  5-10  pm 
Saturday  10-6 
or  call  267-1319 


NEW  DATING  SERVICE 

Join  Greater  Boston’s  most  confiden¬ 
tial  introduction  service.  “Computer 
aided  and  people  perfected.”  Serving 
gay  and  straight  clients.  Write  to: 
POST-DATE.  Lock  Box  749-G,  Pruden¬ 
tial  Center,  Boston,  MA  02199  or  Call 
(617)266-8616  for  your  application/ques- 
tionaire.  (15) 


NAME  . 
STREET 
CITY _ 


STATE. 


APT. . 
ZIP. 


PHONE  (_ 


NANCY  IN  PALO  ALTO 

Lost  my  wallet,  stepped  in  dog  shit 
missed  chorus  as  I  went  looking  for  it 
Did  2  billings,  called  political  fiends 
gained  2  pounds,  then  just  ate  greens 

Spent  too  much  money,  t.v.  tube  goes 

still  have  no  boots,  but  lots  of  wet  toes 

My  meter's  fucked  up 

I  can't  take  much  more 

And  for  next  week  — 

who  know's  what’s  in  store? 

Love  you.  Oy.  Hershey. 
_ : _ (i6) 

JUST  FRIENDS _ 

NEW  TO  BOSTON  AND  AMERICA 
I  am  told  that  the  best  place  to  meet 
nice  people  is  private  parties.  How  do  I 
get  invited?  I  am  32  cultured  good  com¬ 
pany  Phd  &  fun.  Interested?  Write- 
Khalid,  645  Beacon  +  15,  Boston  02215. 

_ (17) 

GCN  SPECIALS 

DESKS  ANYONE? 

GCN’s  new  Managing  Ed.  is  looking  for 
a  desk  (his  milkcrate  collection  is  get¬ 
ting  shaky)  about  48"  wide  and  30" 
deep,  with  drawers.  If  you  know  of  such 
a  beast,  please  call  Mike  at  426-4469. 
Thanks! _ 

INSTRUCTION 


DIRECT  SERVICES  ADVOCATE 

bilingual  and  bicultural,  for  battered 
women  and  children.  32  hrs/wk. 
$12, 400-SI 6,00.  Resume  by  Nov.  15. 
TRANSITION  HOUSE,  PO  Box  530, 
Cambridge,  MA  02238. _ (16) 

NURSE/COUNSELOR 

Substance  abuse  agency,  utilizing 
methadone  maintenance  as  primary 
modality,  seeks  nurse/therapist. 
Primary  duties  include  dispensing  of 
medication,  case  management,  group 
&  individual  therapy.  Salary  $17,120  +  . 
ADDICTION  TREATMENT  CENTER  OF 
NE,  77  Warren  St  Brighton,  MA  02135. 
Please  call  254-1271.  Affirmative  Ac- 
tion/Equal  Opportunity  Employer.  (17) 


JOB  WANTED 


JOB  OPPORTUNITIES 

HELP!  I  don't  know  any  gays  in  my 
company!  I  have  an  automatic  “in”  for 
anyone  with  an  IBM  mainframe/accoun¬ 
ting  background  who  wants  to  apply  for 
a  position  in  a  fast  growing  financial 
applications  software  firm  in  Natick. 
Call  Lynne:  655-8200  ext  2472.  _ (17) 


PEQUOD  COUNSELING  CENTER 

established  1970 


is  now  looking  for  experienced 
therapists  to  join  our  Collective. 
For  more  application  information, 
call  Linda  at  354-6259.  (16) 


GOVERNMENT  JOBS.  $16,559 
$50. 553/year.  Now  Hiring.  Your  Area. 
Call  (805)687-6000  Ext  R-4468.  (16) 


Journalist  with  excellent  research, 
editing  and  writing  skills,  familiarity 
with  progressive  politics,  seeks 
freelance,  part-time  or  full-time  work. 
Reply  to  GCN  Box  69. _ (16) 


ORGANIZATIONS 

SEXUAL  ABUSE  SURVIVORS 
NEWSLETTER  —  #2 
For  Crying  Out  Loud,  a  newsletter  for 
women  survivors  of  child  sexual  abuse, 
announces  the  publication  of  our 
second  issue.  Subscriptions  $5  (for  4 
issues):  c/o  Women’s  Center,  46  Plea¬ 
sant  St.,  Cambridge,  MA  02139.  We  also 
welcome  letters,  other  writings  and 
graphics  from  women  survivors  for 
future  issues. 


DOB. 

Suppt  orgnztn  for  lesbians,  1151  Mass 
Ave,  Camb,  Old  Bap.  Raps  evry  Tues, 
Thurs  8  pm;  35  pis  rap  2nd  Wed,  last  Fri. 
8  pm  &  3rd  Sat  7  pm;  Parents  &  Co¬ 
parents  rap  1st  &  3rd  Mons,  8  pm.  Soft- 
ball  evry  Sun  3  pm  Apr-Sept,  weathr 
permtng.  Magazine  Fid.  Bimonthly  mag 
FOCUS  $8.  Mnthly  social  &  fndraisng 
event.  Info  &  office  hrs  661-3633.  All 
women  invited  to  participate. 

NASHUA  AREA  GAYS  meet  on  Mon¬ 
days  at  8:00  pm.  For  info  write  Nashua 
Area  Gays.  PO  Box  885. -Nashua.  NH 
03060. _ 0 

SEVENTH  DAY  ADVENTISTS 

Gay  is  OK!  SDA  Kinship  International, 
Inc.,  since  1976,  is  a  support  group  of 
several  hundred  gay/lesbian  Adven¬ 
tists,  present  and  former,  in  local 
chapters  nationwide.  Ask  for  brochure. 
Box  1233-L,  Los  Angeles,  CA  90078. 
213-876-2076. _ ■ _ (49) 


HETEROSEXISM,  RACISM 

Sexism.  anti-Semitism,  multicultural 
issues.  Workshops  by  national  consul¬ 
tants  for  your  organization  (municipal, 
professional,  political,  educational)  or 
business.  Contact  Equity  Institute  in 
Amherst,  MA  at  (413)  256-6902.  Co¬ 
directors  Carole  Lannigan  Johnson, 
J.D.,  and  Joan  Lester,  Ed.D. _ 

GAY  LESBIAN  AND  JEWISH?" 

Am  Tikva  welcomes  you.  Activities  in 
elude  religious  observances,  discus 
sions,  potluck  dinners,  folk  dancing 
etc.  For  events,  check  GCN  Calendar 
Call  (617)  782-8894  or  write  PO  Box  11 
Camb,  MA  02238. _ _ 

N  AMER  MAN/BOY  LOVE  ASSOC  ' 
A  support  group  for  intergenerational 
relationships.  For  information  send  $1 
to:  NAMBLA— GCNAD,  PO  Box  174, 
New  York,  NY  10018. _ (48) 

MOVERS _ 

M  AND  J  FAMILY  MOVERS 

Loc  LG-dist  moving  packing  loading  & 
unloading  service  exp  rel  gd  people  ser¬ 
ving  the  public  since  1976  a  +  a  lo 
rates.  277-6225  or  889-1027 _ (14) 

Poor  Peoples  Movers 
Licensed  and  insured 
MDPU  24184  We  care 
522-0826. 

SPECIAL  DELIVERY  MOVERS 

An  Alternative  Yet  Professional 
And  Insured  Service 
Tel  491-6972 

From  $18  /  hr. 

•  MAXI-VANS 

•  CARGO  MASTER  TRUCKSl 

•  HOMES  •  BUSINESSES 

•  24  HOUR  DELIVERY 

•  LIC.  and  INS. 

236-1848 


Julian  Wright  Moving  Company 
Exp,  Rel,  Lie  &  Ins 
MDPU  #  24430 
Tel  646-6540 

BOSTON  TRUCKING  COMPANY 

Gay  owned  business 
Licensed  and  Insured  MA  DPU  #25522 
No  job  too  big  or  too  small 
Very  Careful  Movers  641-1234 


THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  CO. 

Serving  the  Gay  Community 
with  professionalism  and  respect. 
Very  careful  furniture  movers. 
Piano  and  Hoisting  specialist. 
Any  time  of  day— any  day  of  year. 
No  overtime  charges  354-2184 
MDPU  Number  23733 


AD  POLICY 

Ad  Copy  Regulations 

•  The  forwarding  ol  an  ad  is  understood  as  acceptance 
ol  all  the  rates  and  conditions  stated  on  this  form 
GCN  reserves  the  right  to  revise  or  reject,  at  its  sole 
discretion,  any  ctassitied  advertisement  on  account  of 
its  text  or  illustrations. 

•No  ads  will  be  accepted  without  a  full  name,  address 
and  telephone  number,  which  will  be  kept  strictly  con¬ 
fidential. 

Errors  and  Omissions 

The  extent  ot  GCN’s  liability  in  the  event  ot  an  error  or 
omission  is  space  credit  equal  to  that  ol  the  original 
ad,  provided  that  GCN  is  notified  ot  such  error  or 
omission  by  the  advertiser  within  ten  days  ot  the 
original  publication  ot  the  ad. 

Changes  in  Copy 

There  is  a  single  $2.00  reset  fee  each  time  an 
ad  is  changed  and  a  $.50  per  line  per  week 
charge  if  change  increases  length  of  ad. 

Cancellations 

There  are  no  refunds  for  cancelled  ads,  but 
space  credit  will  be  given. 

Re-runs 

If  you  want  to  re-run  an  ad,  please  come  to  our 
office  or  use  the  mail,  not  the  phone.  Please 
give  us  your  full  name,  address  and  phone 
number  and  either  a  clipping  of  the  ad  or  the 
category,  date,  volume  and  number  of  GCN  in 
which  it  ran,  and  a  key  phrase— headline, 
phone  number,  etc.  Remember,  the  deadline  is 
Tuesday  at  noon. 

Box  Mail 

•Forwarding  Boxes:  $5.00  for  6  weeks. 

Mail  forwarded  at  end  of  3rd  &  6th  weeks. 

•  Pick-up  Boxes:  $2.00  for  6  weeks.  Mail  may  be 
picked  up  at  GCN  office  Mon. -Fri.  10AM-6PM. 

Answering  a  Box  Ad 

To  respond  to  an  ad  with  a  GCN  box  number, 
address  replies  to:  GCN  Classifieds  Box 

_ 167  Tremont  St.,  5th  Floor,  Boston,  MA 

02111. 

Checking  Copies  and  Tearsheets 

Free  checking  copies  are  sent  for  each  week  a 
display  classified  is  run.  If  you  require  a  tear- 
sheet  or  checking  copy  for  a  line  ad,  please 
send  $1.00  per  issue  to  cover  cost  of  paper, 
postage  &  handling. 


Bold  Headlines: 

Business 

x  2.00 

= 

Non-Business 

x  1.00 

= 

Light  Headlines: 

Business 

,x  1.00 

= 

Non-Business 

x  .50 

= 

1st  4  Lines 

Business 

7.00 

= 

or  part  thereof: 

Non-Business 

5.00 

— 

Additional  Lines 

Business 

x  .75 

or  part  thereof: 

Non-Business 

x  .50 

= 

Capitalized  Wds: 

(not  Headlines) 

x  .25 

= 

Display  (Boxed)  Classifieds: 

Col.  inches  or 

part  thereof: 

x  12.00 

= 

TOTAL  fori  Week 

(Add) 

= 

Number  of  Weeks  (Multiply) 

= 

SUBTOTAL 

= 

DISCOUNTS:  for  10-20 

consecutive  weeks 

10% 

= 

for21-30consec.  wks. 

15% 

= 

for  31  +  consec.  wks. 

20% 

= 

TOTAL  FOR  AD  COPY 

= 

□  Pick-up  Box:  for  6  wks  2.00 

= 

□  Forwarding  Bx:6wks.  5.00 

= 

□  Tearshts:  ffwks_ 

_ xl.00 

= 

•  DEADLINE:  Tuesday,  noon. 

Use  1  unit  for  each  letter,  punctuation  mark  or  space  between  words.  All  ads  are  prepaid. 

Print  clearly.  Ads  will  be  returned  if  we  can’t  read  them.  N°  Phone  a  s  acceP  e 


□  Ckng  copies:  #wks _ xl.  = 

TOTAL  ENCLOSED .  = 


Category: 


Head 

Lines 

Head 

Lines 

□  Please  notify  me  two  weeks  before  my  ad  runs  out  for 
renewal.  (For  long-running  business  ads  only.) 

SPECIAL  RATES  FOR  NON-PROFIT  GAY  ORGANIZATIONS 
(No  other  discounts  allowed  if  this  option  is  chosen.) 

$100  for  one  year  (50  issues).  Ad  may  have  a  maximum  of  one 

bold  or  light  headline  and  eight  lines  of  copy. 

□  Payment  in  full  enclosed. 

□  We  prefer  quarterly  installments  of  $30,  $30,  $30,  $10.  Pay¬ 
ment  for  first  installment  must  accompany  ad.  GCN  will  bill 
for  balance. 

PAYMENT  MUST  ACCOMPANY  ALL  CLASSIFIEDS. 
Return  this  form  and  payment  to  GCN  Classifieds, 

167  Tremont  St.,  5th  Floor,  Boston,  MA  02111. 
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STATEMENT  OF  OWNERSHIP.  MANAGEMENT  AND  CIRCULATION 


1  mi* *  OF  PUBLICATION 

Cay  Community  News 

A  PUBLICATION  NO 

i  OATE  OF  FILING 

1 0/ 1Q/84 

0  1  L  7  0  7I 

At 

J  FREQUENCY  OF  ISSUE 

Weekly  (Except  last  weeks  of  Aue.  &  Dec.) 

A  NO  OF  ISSUES  PUBLISHED 
ANNUALLY 

50 

a  ANNUAL  SUBSCRIPTION 

PRICE 

S29. 00 

•  COMPLETE  MAILING  ADDRESS  OF  KNOWN  OFFICE  OF  PUBLICATION  TStreet  City  Cot**.  SMI#  and  /IP  Cod#/  INol  prtntert! 

167  Tremont  St.  5th  Floor  Boston.  Mass.  02111 

S  COMPLETE  MAILING  AOORESS  OF  THE  HEADQUARTERS  OR  GENERAL  BUSINESS  OFFICES  OF  THE  PUBLISHERS  (Not  print**) 

C  FULL  NAMES  AND  COMPLETE  MAILING  AOORESS  OF  PUBLISHER  EDITOR  ANO  MANAGING  EDITOR  IThH  Hem  MUST  NOT  A#  Man*l 

PUBLISHER  IHeme  end  Complete  M tiling  IMthi) 

Bromfield  St.  Educational  Foundation 

EDITOR  IHeme  and  Complete  M#l ling  Addreaal 

MANAGING  EDITOR  (Name  and  Compile  Melting  Addreeal 

7.  OWNER  lit  owned  by  e  corporation  its  name  end  eddreu  mutt  be  tiered  end  tho  immediately  thereunder  the  nemet  end  eddrettet  o'  stockholder 
owning  or  holding  I  percent  or  more  ot  total  amount  ot  nock  II  not  owned  by  e  corporation,  the  name  1  end  eddrettet  ol  the  individual  ownert  mutt 
be  given.  II  owned  by  a  partnenhip  or  other  unincorporated  firm,  itt  name  and  addrett.  at  well  at  that  ol  each  Individual  mutt  be  given  II  the  publico 
lion  n  pubhthed  by  a  nonprofit  organization,  itt  name  end  addrett  mutt  be  stated.  1  f Item  mutt  be  completed ! 

FULL  NAME 

COMPLETE  MAILING  ADDRESS 

B.  KNOWN  BONOhOl OER :•  MORTGAGEES  ANO  OTHER  SECURITY  HOLDERS  OWNING  OR  MOLDING  '  PERCENT  OR  MORE  OF 

TOTAL  AMOUNT  OF  BONOS  MORTGAGES  OR  OTHER  SECURITIES  lit  there  are  none.  to  ttelel  . 

FULL  NAME 

COMPLETE  MAILING  AOORESS 

*.  FOR  COMPLETION  BV  NONPROFIT  ORGANIZATIONS  AUTHORIZED  TO  MAIL  AT  SPECIAL  RATES  (Section  III*  DMM  on*/ 

The  purpose  function  and  nonprofit  status  o<  this  organization  and  the  eaempi  sialuS  lor  Federal  income  tan  purposes  iChect  one ) 

Oi  (SI 

in  HAS  NOT  CHANOtO  DUPING  (— 1  HAS  CHANGED  DuAINO  (It  changed,  publlahet  muel  tubmlt  explanation  ol 
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IB  EXTENT  ANO  NATURE  OF  CIRCULATION 

AVERAGE  NO  COPIES  EACH 

ISSUE  DURING  PRECEDING 
i?  MONTHS 

ACTUAL  NO  COPIES  OF  SINGLE 

ISSUE  PUBLISHED  NEAREST  TO 
FILING  DATE 

A  TOTAL  NO  COPIES  INN  Arm  Aval 

8,000 

8,000 

•  PAID  CIRCULATION 

1  BALES  THROUGH  OCALCRS  ANO  CAARISR*  STREET 

VENDORS  ANO  COUNTER  SALES 

2.400 

2,400 

1  NAIL  SUBSCRIPTION 

3,700 

3.436 

C  TOTAL  PAID  CIRCULATION  Item  el  tea  •  tat  loan 

6,100 

5,836 

O  FREE  DISTRIBUTION  BY  MAIL  CARRIER  OR  OTHER  MANS 

SAMPLES  COMPLIMENTARY  AMO  OTHER  FREE  COPIES 

1,100 

1,200 

E  TOTAL  DISTRIBUTION  /Sum  al  C  and  Ol 

7,200 

7.036 

f  COPIES  NOT  DISTRIBUTED 

1  OFFICE  USE  LEFT  OVER  UNACCOUNTED  SPOILEO 

AFTER  RAIN  TING 

150 

314 

»  RETURN  FROM  NEWS  AGENTS 

650 

650 

C  TOTAL  rSvm  or  f  end  1  •HOMO  oruM  not  (INI  run  srto.n  «  Al 

8,000 

8,000 

1  c.rtlty  Ih.l  the  statements  mede  b,  \  If." ',T07o°~V.' 

me  above  are  correct  and  complete  ^  J  _  y  .  .  Circulation  Mgr . 

Classifieds 

ROOMMATES _ 

Brookiine-Coolidge  Corner.  F30  has 
large  beautiful  38R  to  share  with  2 
roommates.  Available  Dec  1,  rent  $283 
each  inct  ht  +  hot  water.  I  have  kitten- 
other  pets  negotiable.  Call  277-2673 
evenings.  Keep  trying. _ (16) 

LF  ROOMMATE  WANTED 
GREAT  APT  IN  J.P. 

LF  rmmt  wtd  to  share  attrac  JP  apt 
semi-veg  coop  nonsmk  friendly  hshld 
with  LF  and  prog  man.  Rent  153pls,  nr  T 
pond  call  morn  eves  to  visit  524-2941 
avail  immed _ (16) 

MALDEN 

LF  29  looking  for  neat  mature  LF  25  + 
to  share  large  house  on  dead  end  st. 
Yard,  trees,  garden.  Close  to  T.  Share 
food  chores.  No  smokers  no  junk  food 
please  $300.  322-2684 _ 07) 

CAMBRIDGEPORT 

4  LFs  seek  1  LF  for  home  in  Cam- 
bridgeport.  Semi-coop,  semi-veg, 
nonsmkrs,  3  firs,  near  T.  $132+  util. 

Cali  661-6771. avail  line  1  (C) 

CAMPY  ATMOSPHERE 

LF  sks  mtre  wkg  LF  as  hsmte  in  Igcbn 
So  Shore-Pern  area.  Peaceful  pinetree 
sttg  $65wk  +  phn  no  pets  sorry  car  & 
bdrmfurn  a  must.  (61 7)293-2267.  (1 7) 

1  LF  sks  2  F  25  +  for  3bdrm  SomrvTapt 
w/nat  wood,  3  porches  Looking  for 
friendly  respons.  non-smkrs,  to  help 
create  a  nice  home.  $200  +  for  Nov  1  or 
Dec  1  Call  Dianne  787-3614. _ (16) 

CONDO  TO  SHARE 
GM  23  seeks  2  people,  M  or  F,  straight 
or  gay  to  share  newly  renov  3  br  condo 
on  Comm  Ave  in  Brighton.  Br's  min. 
10x13,  Ig  lr.,  kit  w/d  +  d,  pantry,  new 
appl.,  cabinets,  bay  windows,  fr.  doors, 
etc.  Ldry  in  bldg,  porch,  ter,  bsmt  stor. 
Nearly  1400  s.f.,  clean,  sunny,  nice 
nbrhd,  cn  T,  cfose  to  BU,  BC.  $375/mo. 
incl.  heat  +  h.w.,  Nov.  15-Dec.  1  occup.. 
Taw.  Please  call  Rich  at  731-0315  dur- 
ing  the  day  or  after  4.  Thanks. _ (16) 

L28  +  shr  2  br  apt  in  Lynn  gd  nbhd  non- 
smkr  w  sense  of  humor  ok?  $225  mo 
plus  Nov  15  Marjie  (617)598-2722  M-F 
9-4,  581-9348  5-12. _ (17) 

CAMBRIDGEPORT 

2  LFs  sk  1  F  for  3  bdrm  apt  w/firepl, 
porch, backyd.  Rent  $190/month  +  util. 
Lking  for  resp  indiv,  pref  non-smoker, 
no  pets  please.  Call  Lindsay  or  Marge 
at  876-9836  after  5pm  Mon-Fri,  or  after¬ 
noons  on  wkends. _ (16) 


ROOMEZE 

-LESBIAN/GAY- 

-FEMINIST- 

R oommate  Matching  Service 

$15  fee 

Confidentiality  Assured 
CALL  641-3095 
M-F  9-6/Sat  12-5 


LF  38,  F  34.  working  class  bkgrds.  left¬ 
ist!  politics,  seek  wide  awake  F  30+  to 
share  bright,  cozy  Inman  Sq  apt.  Live 
with  trendsetters:  one  smokes,  one 
eats  tv  dinners.  No  food  snobs  or 
dieters  need  apply.  Avail  Nov  1. 
$135  +  .  776-2793.  Sorry,  not  pets.  (c) 
LF32  sks  2roommates  nonsmokers  to 
share  turn  house  on  beach  close  to 
train  $300/mo  incl  alt  util  +  phone  no 
pets  avail  now  and  Dec  1.  286-1194  (19) 

Prof  L30  seeks  same  27  +  for  2bdrm  in 
J.  Plain  Looking  for  quiet  responsible 
person  independent  friendly  living 
$267.50  +  Nov  1  no  pets  no  drug  please 
call  Debbi e  354-8560  anytime. _ (16) 

APARTMENTS _ 

APARTMENT  FOR  RENT 
5rm  +  bath,  porch,  w  +  d,  garage;  avail. 
11/1  or  sooner;  Medfrd,  2  blks  from 
Tufts,  on  Hvrd  bus  line;  quiet  ngbrhd  w/ 
lots  of  parks;  $800  inc.  ht.  +  electricity; 
call  &  Iv  message  391  -2083. _ (16) 

Dorchester  Mtg  Hse  Hill  Water  view  5 
rm/2  bd  2nd  fl  owner  occ  hse  5  mins 
from  T  $475  + util  avail  11/1  Jim 
436-5134. _ (16) 

FOR  RENT  NEPONSET  DORCHESTER 
CHOICE  AREA  AVAIL  NOV  1 

6  bedrooms  (one  w/outdoor  patio)  din¬ 
ing  rm  w  outdoor  deck  eat-in  kitchen  dw 
gd  2  dr  frig  Ig.  living  rm  3  working 
fireplaces  3  bathrooms  2  tubs  w  jacuz- 
zis  carpetted  throughout  washer/dryer 
burglar  alarm  fire  and  smoke  alarms 
central  AM/FM  stereo  thoughout  5  car 
parking  no  permits  required  Ig  land¬ 
scaped  fenced  garden  walking 
distance  to  T.  $1400  month  incl  heat. 
Call  for  appt  anytime.  Brockton  area 
1-583-9245.  Boston  268-6300. 

SOUTH  END  STUDIO  APT 

Milford  St  nr  Arts  Ctr  and  Eagle.  Studio 
apt  in  owner  occ'd  building  w/private 
garden.  $425  incl  all  utilities.  Call 
owner  at  423-2227. _ (16) 

South  End  furnished  room  for  rent. 
Clean  well  kept  bldg.  Big  room,  cooking 
facl.  W/D  in  bldg.  Mass  location  near 
transp.  $85/wk  542-2137. _ (16) 

3  bedroom  apt  w/lg  dining  rm,  Ig  kit  + 
Ig  living  rm.  Uphams  Corner  Dorchester 
heat  +  hot  water  inc.  465.00  per  month 
cal  I  268-6300 _ (17) 

HOUSEMATES _ 

Prof  GF  40’s  seeks  F  near  Rt  93  +  128 
10  min  to  Bos,  Govt  Ctr  your  own 
bedroom  liv  rm  parking  share  kit 
$275/mo  inc  all  util  Stoneham  438-9274. 
_ (18) 

WATERTOWN  HOUSEMATE  WNTED 
2 LF.  1GM  seek  4th  26  +  to  share  Irg 
beaut  apt  resp  wrkg  or  FT  stu  only. 
Walk  to  pub  trans  225mo  +  utils  No 
pets  or  heavy  drugs  please  cigs  ok  Call 
924-0168  eves. _ (16) 


ROOMS  FOR  RENT 

DORCHESTER  FURN  +  UNFURN 
ROOMS  4  RENT 

Dor  nr  Galvin  Blvd  large  turn  +  unfurn 
rooms  available  Nov  1.  Call  288-9471. 
_ (17) 

PUBLICATIONS 

Dragonchild  by  Leah  Pesa  Kushner 
journey  of  survival  of  childhood  abuse 
by  a  fat  working  class  Jewish  lesbian. 
Order  from:  K.l.  Productions  PO  Box 
7757  Berkeley,  CA  94707.  $8.00  in- 
cludes  shipping. _ Q9) 

JAMES  WHITE  REVIEW 

A  gay  men's  literary  quarterly  publishes 
interviews  Quentin  Crisp  Robert  Patrick 
Poets  Ian  Young  Jim  Holmes  Antler 

Steve  Abbott  Prose  Richard  Hall  John 
Gilgun  new  voices  subscribe  $6  a  year 
sample  copy  $2.  PO  Box  3356  Traffic 
Station,  Mpls,  MN  55403  Submissions 
welcome  send  SASE. 


RESORTS 

GABRIEL’S 

Guest  rooms  and  apartments.  Centrally 
located.  Hot  tub,  garden  patio,  cable  tv, 
coffee.  104  Bradford  St.  Provincetown, 
MA  02657.  Reservations:  (617)  487-3232. 
Open  year  round. _ 

CHECK'ER  OUT  AT  THE 
CHECK'ER  INN 

Dbl  rms,  coffee  by  fireside,  pkg,  apts 
also  avail,  1  blk  bay,  open  year  round. 
487-9029,  25  Winthrop  St,  P'town,  MA 
0  2  6  5  7 


PROVINCETOWN  LUXURY  APT. 

2  brm  sleeps  6  Bay  view  at  beach  off¬ 
season  daily/wk  per  pers  rates  control 
own  heat  fully  equipt  dishwa'r.  Big 
ideal  for  holid's  (516)694-2962. 

1  BRINLEY  VICTORIAnTnn 

Romance  a  friend  in  Newport!  Cozy 
rooms  have  antiques  &  flowers.  Warm 
&  safe.  Come  let  us  pamper  you!  GCN 
disc,  Cont  brkft.  (401)  849-7645.  (13) 


ACCOMMODATIONS 

COUNTRY  BED  &  BREAKFAST 

Come  relax  in  Vermont  farmhouse  near 
Dartmouth  Enjoy  fall  foliage  canoeing 
hiking.  Laurie  (802)866-3330.  (15) 

VERMONT  GUESTHOUSE 

Bed  +  Cont  Bkfst  for  Lesbians  and  Gay 
Men  in  a  country  village  house  2  hrs  fr 
Bos.  Yr-round.  Nr  lakes,  hikes,  skiing. 
Dave  +  Mike  (802)348-7840. _ _ 

SERVICES _ 

SHRT  TERM  GROUP  FOR  ADULT 
DAUGHTERS  OF  ALCOHOLICS 
The  Women's  Mental  Health  Collective 
offers  a  grp  for  adult  daughters  of 
alcoholics.  We'll  discuss  alcohol  use  & 
addiction,  do  short  readings  &  find  out 
about  avail,  resources.  Grp  meets  7  eve 
sessions  beginning  Mon.  Jan  7.  We  are 
located  nr  Porter  Sq  Cambridge. 
Negotiated  fees,  insurance,  medicaid 
accepted.  Information  call  Michele 
Clark  or  Noel  Jette  at  354-6270.  (18) 

EASY  DOES  IT 

PROFESSIONAL  HOUSECLEANING. 
Experienced,  thorough,  reliable.  Ex¬ 
cellent  references.  Call  Sherrard  for 
estimate.  965-0648. _ (c) 

A  POWERFUL  NEW  DRUG  FREE 
THERAPY  THAT  WORKS! 

Social  Therapy  is  non-racist,  non¬ 
sexist,  non-authoritarian.  We  offer 
group,  ind.  couples  &  family  at  sliding 
scale  fees.  Call  The  Boston  Institute  tor 
Social  Therapy  &  Research  at  524-7710 
for  initial  appl. _ (15) 

ORIENTAL  MASSAGE  THERAPY 

Correcting  posture,  preventing  injuries, 
increasing  energy,  general  health 
revitalization  and  relaxation. 
(617)923-9019. _ (21) 

COUNSELING  — PSYCHOTHERAPY 
For  individuals  or  couples,  long  or  short 
term.  Reasonable  rates,  sliding  scale. 
John  Graves,  266-2069.  Formerly  6 
years  with  HCHS. _ (19) 

GAY  MEN’S  THERAPY  GROUP 

Openings.  Group  focus  is  on  .intimacy, 
gay  identity,  relationships.  Individual 
therapy  also  available.  Sliding  fee.  Call 
Francis  Giambrone  628-6988. 

Holistic  counselling  and  massage,  for 

•  self  improvement  and  relaxation.  Jim 

J’Brien.  576-21 14. 


MASS.  BAY 

COUNSELING  ASSOCIATES 
COPLEY  SQUARE 

INDIVIDUALS,  COUPLES 
AND  GROUP  COUNSELING 
ALCOHOL  COUNSELING 
HYPNOTHERAPY 
SEX  THERAPY 
INSURANCE  ACCEPTED 
(617)  353-0225  for  appt. 


BOSTON-AREA 
GAY/LESBIAN 
BUSINESS  GUIDE 


ACCOMMODATIONS 

OASIS  GUEST  HOUSE 
22  Edgerly  Rd. 

Boston,  MA  02115 
(617)  267-2262 

WATERSHIP  INN 
P.O.Box  918 
7  Winthrop  St. 
Provincetown,  MA  02657 
(617)  487-0094 

ACUPUNCTURE 

SEAN  VARNUM 
Suite  401 
678  Mass  Ave. 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)  576-2114’ 

(617)  321-8818 

LIMOUSINE  SERVICES 

WAITES  ROLLS  ROYCE 
LIMOUSINE  SERVICE 
Christopher  Waites 
(617)  567-0420 
(305)  564-1292 

CHIROPRACTORS 

DR.  EDWARD  COHEN 
Brookline  Family 
Chiropractic  Office 
1330  Beacon  St. 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
(617)  734-7744 

DR.  JONATHAN  D.  STEIN 
375  Harvard  St. 

Brookline,  MA  02146 
(617)  232-7200 

DR.  JAN  RISING 
418  Washington  St., 

Suite  112 

Brighton,  MA  02135 
(617)  782-0267 

CINEMA 

ART  CINEMA 
204  Tremont  St. 

Boston,  MA  02111 
(617)  482-4661 


BOSTON  TRUCKING  CO. 
(617)  641-1234 

DENTISTRY 


DR.  RICHARD  BANKHEAD 
DR.  PAUL  GROIPEN 
1259  Hyde  Park  Ave. 

Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 
(617)  364-5500 

JOHN  C.  BARNA,  D.M.D. 
739  Boylston  St. 

Boston,  MA  02116 
(617)  353-1500 

ILLUSTRATION/DESIGN 

JEAN  VALLON 
Everett  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
(617)  522-3278 

GYMS 


SOUTH  END  GYM 

46  Waltham  St. 

South  End,  Boston  MA 
(617)  451-3514 

NEW  ENGLAND 
WOMEN’S  GYM 
1261  Cambridge  St. 
Inman  Sq. 

Cambridge,  MA 
497-9776 

HOME  REPAIRS 

GEORGE  W.  CASPER 

47  Waldeck  St. 
Dorchester,  MA  02124 
(617)  288-3228 

INFORMATION/MEDIA 

XANADU  GRAPHICS 
143  Albany  St. 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
661-6975 

INSURANCE 


DAVID  L.  COLLINS,  CLU 
Suite  830 
50  Congress  St. 

Boston,  MA  02109 
1-800-352-3185 

M  E  DICAL/CO  UN  S  E  LING 

DR.  STEPHEN  J. 
GOLBURGH 
Licensed  Clinical 
Psychologist 
1330  Beacon  St.  #231 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
(617)  734-6996 


JACK  CEMPELLIN,  M.S. 
COUNSELING  AND 
HYPNOSIS 
8  Woodbury  Court 
Salem,  MA  01970 
(617)  745-2939 

GENDER  IDENTITY 
SERVICE  OF 
NEW  ENGLAND 
136  Causeway  St. 

Hudson,  MA  01749 
(617)  568-0680 
CLINICAL 
PSYCHOLOGICAL 
ASSOCIATES 
Dr.  Herbert  Lovett 
Dr.  Beth  Leimkuhler 
36  Newbury  St. 

Boston,  MA  02116 
(617)  292-4532 
ALLAN  SINGER,  LICSW 
PSYCHOTHERAPIST 
Copley  Square 
Boston,  MA  02116 
(617)  266-2240 

ARADIA  COUNSELING 
FOR  WOMEN 
520  Commonwealth  Ave. 
Kenmore  Square 
Boston,  MA  02115 
(617)  247-4861 

LAMBDA  COUNSELING 
ASSOCIATES 
324  Marlborough  St. 

Boston,  MA  02116 
(617)  353-1729 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 
16  Haviland  St. 

Boston,  MA  02115 
(617)  267-7573 
GAY  AND  LESBIAN 
COUNSELING  SERVICE 
600  Washington  St.,  Rm.  219 
Boston,  MA  02111 
542-5188 

NORTH  SHORE  CMHC 
COUNSELING 
47  Congress  St. 

Salem,  MA  01970 
(617)  744-5322 
PLACE/HOTLINE  AND 
COUNSELING 
32  Rutland  St. 

Boston,  MA 
(617)  267-9150 
SOUTHERN  JAMAICA 
PLAIN  HEALTH 
CENTER 
687  Centre  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
(617)522-5900 


THE  NEXT  STEP 
Counseling  and  Training 
Cambridge  &  Newton  Offices 
(617)  491-6430 

TAPESTRY,  Inc. 

20  Sacramento  St. 
Cambridge,  MA  02138 
(617)  661-0248 

MASS.  BAY 
COUNSELING  ASSOC. 

25  Huntington  Ave.  #331 
Boston,  MA  02116 
(617)  353-0225 

COUNSELING 
ASSOCIATES 
23  East  Main  St. 

Westboro,  MA  01581 
(617)  366-8576 

FRANCIS  GIAMBRONE, 

MA,  COUNSELING 
110  Orchard  St. 

Somerville,  MA  02144 
(617)  628-6988 

FLORISTS 

REMEMBRANCES  FLORAL 
DESIGN 

12  Mt.  Auburn  St. 

Watertown  Square,  MA 
02172 

(617)  926-4289 

PODIATRY 

A  HOUSECALL 
Jeanne  M.  Arnbld,  DPM 
William  A.  Sandberg, 

DPM 

(617)  396-7527 

REMODELING 


T.H.E.  CONTRACTORS,  INC. 
36  Pine  St. 

Chelsea,  MA  02150 
(617)  889-4347 

LITTLE  BEAR  AND 
COMPANY 
(617)  296-1770 

LANDSCAPE  DESIGN/ BUILD 

ROGER  WASHBURN 
Licensed  Landscape 
Architect 
53  Hawthorne  St. 

Somerville,  Ma.  02144 
(617)  776-6377 

WOMEN’S  BARS 


SOMEWHERE/ELSE 
295  Fran  klip  St. 

Bosyjn,  MA  423-7730 


REAL  ESTATE 


MARK  THOMAS  CO,  LTD 
Mark  Zimmerman 
Charles  St. 

Boston,  MA  02114 
(617)  227-2209 
RACHAEL  REALTY  CO. 
INC. 

318  Harvard  St.  #31 
The  Arcade  Building 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
277-0230 

CAREER  COUNSELING 

PAULA  HERRINGTON 
(617)  628-9043 

TAX  PREPARATION 

MARJORIE  E.  POSNER 
33  Ashcroft  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
524-7565 

TRAVEL 

FOREX  TRAVEL 
76  Arlington  St. 

Boston  Park  Plaza 
482-2900 

WOMEN 


NEW  WORDS 
BOOKSTORE 
186  Hampshire  St. 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)  876-5310 

WOMENCRAFTS,  INC 
P.O.  Box  190 
373  Commercial  St. 
Provincetown,  MA  02657 

‘BOOKSTORES 

9J-A.9  day  bookstore 

43  Winter  St. 

Boston,  MA  02108 
(617)  542-0144 

T-SHIRT  PRINTING 

COMMUNITY  GRAPHIC 
SERVICES 
Anni  Waterflow 
17  Shepton  St. 
Dorchester,  MA  02124 
(617)  288-3106 


This  guide  provides  a  listing 
of  gay/lesbian  owned,  staffed, 
or  supportive  businesses  and 
services.  To  have  your  busi¬ 
ness  or  service  listed  (for  only 
$100.00  per  year)  call  426-4469 


OUenDhR 


October  27 
to 

November  8 

27  Saturday 

Dorchester  —  Dorchester  Gay  &  Lesbian 
Alliance  “Halloween  Haunting,”  costume 
party;  18  Lynnhurst  Street.  8PM.  Donation 
requested.  Info:  Will  Hutchinson,  265-0348. 

Cambridge  —  Dignity/Boston  Halloween 
Costume  Party:  Fantasy’s  Intown,  21  Brook¬ 
line  A ve.,  Central  Square.  8PM  till  midnight. 
$5  tickets  must  be  purchased  in  advance. 
Info:  536-6518. 

Brookline  —  Swing/ballroom  Halloween 
Costume  Dance  for  lesbians  and  gay  men; 
Church  of  Our  Saviour  parish  hall,  25  Mon¬ 
mouth  St.  8:45PM-12:15AM.  $5  (includes 
refreshments,  BYOB).  Costumes  not  re¬ 
quired.  Info:  277-1139. 

Boston  —  Black  &  White  Men  Together 
Halloween  Party;  195  West  Newton  Street, 
South  End.  Cash  bar,  costume  suggested, 
not  required.  9PM-1AM.  Reservations  (by’ 
October  20):  867-2098  or  424-0163. 

Boston  —  Rally  Against  Reagan  sponsored 
by  Students  Organized  Against  Reagan  and 
by  the  Rainbow  Coalition,  City  Hall  Plaza, 
Government  Center.  12  noon.  Info: 
247-2057  or  267-3759. 

Cambridge  —  El  Salvador  slide  show  and 

talk  by  Jim  Harney;  7:30PM,  Margaret 
Fuller  House,  71  Cherry  St.,  off  Windsor. 
Free  admission,  refreshments  and  child 
care.  Info:  CASA,- 492-8699. 

Boston  —  Fellowship  Walk  led  by  Tom  Plant 
sponsored  by  Black  and  White  Men 
Together;  35  Worster  St.,  12  noon;  Info: 
536-1160.  ' 

Natick  —  Discussion  group  sponsored  by 
the  Tri-County  Association;  “Election  1984, 
Do  We  Have  a  Chance  In  Massachusetts?” 
Info:  Andy,  376-8145. 


Cambridge  —  Elliot  Pilshaw,  gay  and 

feminist  singer,  songwriter,  guitarist  & 
pianist  will  perform  at  the  Nameless  Coffee¬ 
house,  3  Church  St.,  Harvard  Square.  9PM. 
Info:  864-1630  or  868-0006. 


28  Sunday 

Framingham  —  Halloween  Costume  Ball 

sponsored  by  the  Tri-County  Association; 
Carondelet  Hall,  the  Deaf  Community  Center, 
Bethany  Rd.  8PM.  Info:  Andy,  376-8145. 

Cambridge  —  Libana,  a  women's  chorus; 
Paine  Hall,  Harvard  University.  Tickets:  $5 
advance,  $6  at  the  door,  $4  elders.  8PM.  In¬ 
fo:  864-6912. 

Jamaica  Plain  —  Potluck  dinner  with  JP  Les¬ 
bian  &  Gay  Neighbors;  670  Centre  St. 
4-7PM.  Info:  522-3894  or  524-7044. 

Boston  —  Leaderless  support/social  group 

for  lesbians  over  30.  Also  11/5  &  11/12. 
Info:  783-0204  (eves.),  862-1078  (days). 


Cambridge  —  Booksigning  &  Celebration 
with  May  Sarton  on  the  publication  of  her 
new  book,  Letters  from  Maine ;  New  Words 
Bookstore,  186  Hampshire  St.  2PM-4PM. 
Info:  876-5310.  ; 

Boston  —  Perverse,  Immoral  and  Profane,  a 

theatrical  satire  on  Reagan  and  the  New 
Right  by  the  Newbury  Street  Theatre  Com¬ 
pany;  Community  Chbrch  of  Boston,  565 
Boylston  St.  11AM.  Info:  266-6710. 


Linda  Tillery 


31  Wednesday 

Somerville  —  Halloween  dance  featuring 
Right  Time;  Legion  Hall,  163  Glen  St.  8PM- 
Midnight.  $5. 

Boston  —  Laurie  Cabot’s  12th  Annual 
Witches  Costume  Ball;  The  Channel,  25  Nec- 
co  St.  8:30PM.  Info:  426-3888. 


november  1  thursday 

Boston  —  Nicaragua  Report:  Women  in  the 
Revolution,  sponsored  by  the  Alliance 
Against  Women’s  Oppression;  Roxbury 
Community  College,  625  Huntington  Ave., 
Kennedy  Building  room  307.  7:30PM. 
$3.50-$5  donation.  Childcare  provided. 

Provincetown  —  Three  Plays  about  Women: 

Provincetown  Art  Association  and  Museum, 
460  Commercial  St.;  Thursdays  through 
Saturdays  until  November  18.  8PM.  $6, 
$2.50  students/senior  citizens.  Info: 
487-2695. 

Boston  —  Stage  Left  presents  La  Ultima 
Banana  En  Managua  at  58  Berkeley  St. 
(Local  26  Hotel  &  Restaurant  Workers 
Union).  Thursdays,  Fridays  &  Saturdays 
through  November  17.  8PM.  $5.  Info: 
247-1577. 

Boston  —  Gay  Community  News  always 
needs  help  on  production  night  when 
articles  are  proofread  and  pasted  up.  If 
you’ve  done  proofreading  or  layout  and 

would  like  to  volunteer,  stop  by  167  Tre- 
mont  St.  5th  Floor  (5-8pm  for  proofing, 
7:30-1 1pm  for  layout).  Come  help  out  GCN 
and  read  tomorrow’s  news  today. 


2  friday 

Boston  —  Am  Tikva  Shabbat  Service  and 

Oneg  at  Hill  House.  Bring  food  to  share.  Info: 
782-8894. 

Boston  —  Publication  party  for  Andrea  Freud 
Loewenstein,  author  of  This  Place ,  spon¬ 
sored  by  Glad  Day  Bookshop;  43  Winter  St. 
5PM-7PM.  Info:  542-0144. 

Providence,  Rl  —  AIDS  Forum:  Everything 
You  Wanted  to  Know  About  AIDS  But  Were 
Afraid  to  Ask,  sponsored  by  AIDS  Action 
Committee;  Miriam  Hospital,  Sopkin 
Audiorium,  164  Summit  Ave.  Info:  (617) 
536-7733. 

Boston  -  GCN  VOLUNTEER  NIGHT!!!  Come 
help  send  out  the  paper  to  our  subscribers. 

Refreshments  and  good  times.  Come  any¬ 
time  after  6PM  to  167  Tremont  Street,  5th 
Floor  (near  Boylston  and  Park  Street  "T” 
stops).  If  the  door  is  locked,  buzz  us  on  the 
GCN  intercom  located  outside  the  front  door. 


Harvey  Fierstein  and  Ron  Silver  in 
Garbo  Talks. 


Boston  —  Lesbian  Lawyers  meeting  Info: 
Gay  &  Lesbian  Advocates  &  Defenders, 
426-1350. 

3  Saturday 

Cambridge  —  Women’s  Craft  Market  Open 
House;  New  Words  Bookstore,  186  Hamp¬ 
shire  St.  Craft  market  will  continue  each 
weekend  until  December  23.  Info:  Ruth 
West,  924-6810. 

Boston  —  Vocalist  Linda  Tillery  &  band,  with 
jazz  pianist,  singer  &  songwriter  Debbie  Fier 
and  friends,  at  Fitzgerald  Theatre,  Cam¬ 
bridge  Rindge  &  Latin  High  School.  8PM. 
$8.  Info:  547-1378. 

Cambridge  —  Sexual  Malpractice:  a 

workshop  for  women  who  have  been  sexual¬ 
ly  abused  by  psychotherapists; 
10:30AM-4:30PM.  Sliding-scale  fee  starts 
at  $20.  Info:  Julie,  723-8059  or  Estelle, 
661-0248. 

Cambridge  —  Contra  Dance  for  Peace  in 
Central  America;  First  Church  Congrega¬ 
tional,  11  Garden  St.  8PM.  $4.  Info: 
247-1577  or  524-6240. 

Boston  —  Men  and  Women:  After  the 
Revolution,  a  videotape  by  Fred  Simon  & 
Susi  Walsh;  Boston  Film/Video  Foundation, 
1126  Boylston  St.  $4.  Info:  536-7128. 


5  monday 

Boston  —  The  Art  of  Self-Defense  sponsored 
by  StreetSAFE  and  The  Center  for  Women’s 
Safety  Education  (1st  of  4-part  workshop); 
7:30PM-9PM.  Pre-registration  required.  In¬ 
fo:  262-0060. 

Somerville  —  Valerie  Miner  and  Barbara 
Wilson  will  read  from  their  new  novels; 
Somerville  Public  Library,  College  Avenue 
Branch,  College  &  Morrison.  7:30PM.  Free. 

6  tuesday 

Cambridge  —  “Cancer:  Beyond  Despair  to 
Empowerment”,  an  experiential  workshop 
for  women;  7PM,  Old  Cambridge  Baptist 
Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave.,  $1.  Info: 
Daughters  of  Bilitis,  661-3633. 

Boston  —  BL/GPA’s  Community  Networking 
Breakfast;  presentation  by  Boston  Bisexual 
Women’s  Network;  8AM,  Club  Cafe,  Colum¬ 
bus  Ave.  and  Berkeley  St. 

7  Wednesday 

Cambridge  —  “Pornography  and  Erotica” 

will  be  discussed  by  the  Boston  Bisexual 
Women’s  Network;  New  Words  Bookstore 
Basement,  186  Hampshire  St.  7PM.  Info: 
Maggee  Hellmann,  876-4645. 

Medford  —  Poetry  Reading  by  Steven  Riel 
sponsored  by  Tufts  Lesbian  &  Gay  Com¬ 
munity;  Hayes  House,  3rd  Floor,  17  Chet- 
wynd  Rd.  9PM.  Info:  628-2818. 

8  thursday 

Cambridge  —  Citywide  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Constituency  of  the  Rainbow  Coalition 
discussion  of  post-election  activities; 
7:30PM,  863  Mass.  Ave.  #51.  Info:  Kate, 
576-2455. 

Boston  —  Boston  Gay  Pride  Committee 
meeting  at  Hill  House,  Joy  Street,  Beacon 
Hill.  Also  on  11/27,  12/11  &  12/27.  All  are 
welcome.  Info:  889-4777. 


Notes 


garbo  talks.  Directed  by  Sidney 
Lumet.  Starring  Anne  Bancroft,  Ron 
Silver,  Carrie  Fisher,  Catherine  Hicks, 
and  Harvey  Fierstein.  At  Sack  theaters 
in  the  Boston  area. 

Garbo  Talks  is  a  three-handkerchief 
mess  with  a  quadruple  message: 
(1)  some  of  us  rule  our  lives  by  the 
(movie)  stars;  (2)  corporate  America  is 
dangerous  to  one's  health;  (3)  mis¬ 
matched  couples  have  a  rough  time  of 
it,  and  (4)  get  to  know  your  mother 
before  she  dies  or  she’ll  pop  up  in  your 
personality  later  on. 

Anne  Bancroft  plays  Estelle  Rolfe,  a 
feisty  woman  with  left-wing  politics 
(well,  the  kind  Barbra  Streisand  had  in 
The  Way  We  Were )  and  an  obsession 
with  Greto  Garbo.  She  also  has  an  ex- 
husband  (Walter,  played  movingly  by 
Steven  Hill)  and  a  son  (Gilbert,  played 
by  Ron  Silver).  Bancroft  is  a  delight  to 
watch  as  Estelle  mounts  a  scaffold  to 
tirade  against  sexist  construction 
workers;  tells  a  black  cop  not  to  let  the 
force  turn  him  against  his  own  kind; 
gets  arrested  for  shoplifting  frozen  zuc¬ 
chini  in  protest  of  the  supermarket’s 
price-changing  on  shelved  lettuce. 

When  Estelle  learns  she  has  four 
months  to  live  she  has  one  wish:  to 
meet  Garbo.  While  her  son  stays  out  of 
his  high-pressure  accountant  job  to 
scour  Manhattan  and  Fire  Island  for  his 
dying  mother’s  idol,  the  dying  mother 
herself  is  organizing  hospital  staff. 
Trouble  is,  once  the  son’s  search 
begins,  we  are  stuck  with  it  and  him, 
and  get  only  sporadic  vignettes  of 
Estelle.  Lumet’s  direction  here  goes 
haywire.  Is  this  the  story  of  a  woman 
and  her  son,  or  a  madcap  search  that 
tiptoes  between  adventure  of  an  urban 
sort  and  outright  fantasy? 

Bancroft  comes  back  with  a  last- 
minute  monologue  that  is,  despite 
Larry  Grusin’s  second-rate  lines,  the 
finest  single  scene  of  her  career  so  far. 
She  deserves  better,  as  do  Hermione 
Gingold,  Howard  Da  Silva,  Dorothy 
Loudon,  and  playwright/actor  Harvey 
Fierstein,  all  of  whom  have  teensy  ap¬ 
pearances  that  all  seem  to  capitalize 
on,  or  even  emanate  from,  that  person’s 
off-stage  persona.  For  instance,  Fier¬ 
stein  is  a  gay  man  going  to  Fire  Island 
who  meets  Gilbert  on  the  ferry.  “I’m  not 
gay,”  says  Gilbert’  “I  am,”  says  Fier¬ 
stein.  Later  Fierstein  says  that  the 
older  he  gets,  the  less  he  looks  for  sex 
and  the  more  he  looks  for  someone  to 
talk  to;  is  this  the  first  straight 
director’s  look  at  gay  men  in  an  AIDS- 
frozen  world?  Who  cares? 

Since  all  the  acting  ranges  from  good 
(Silver)  to  superb  (Bancroft),  the  blame 
rests  on  Lumet,  whose  style  here  is  dis¬ 
turbingly  choppy  (nice  little  scenes  that 
do  not  build  off  each  other),  and  Grusin, 
whose  script  is  loose  and  unconvinc¬ 
ing.  As  far  as  star-worship  and  identifi- 
cation-through-stars  go,  there  is 
nothing  here  to  compare  with  Kevin 
Burn’s  1980  half-hour  documentary  / 
Remember  Barbra,  in  which  dozens  of 
disparate  people  see  Streisand  as  alter- 
ego,  hero,  proof  that  there  is  an  escape 
route  from  Brooklyn  tenements.  Except 
in  the  silliest  ways  (Garbo,  like  Estelle, 
had  small  feet  and  small  breasts,  her 
movie  Anna  Christie  was  playing  during 
Estelle’s  honeymoon,  Queen  Christina 
was  playing  the  day  of  her  divorce)  we 
never  really  find  out  what  Garbo  means 
to  her  idofizer. 

Garbo  left  the  industry  43  years  ago 
partially  because  she  considered  her 
1941  film  Two-Faced  Woman  a  flop. 
And  now  she  is  an  abstraction  people 
want  to  see  before  they  die,  like  God.  As 
it  is,  awash  in  loose  ends  and  bravura 
acting,  we  can  only  be  grateful  the 
elusive  superstar  herself  did  not  come 
out  of  retirement  to  appear  in  Garbo 
Talks. 

—  Walt  a  Borawski 


Calendar  compiled  by  Miranda  Kolbe 
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